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Naan Sining 0 Order: 


Senate. 
. | Friday, 22 August, 1919. 


Givens ) took the chair at 11 am., and 
read prayers. 


NEW. STANDING ORDER. 
Senator GARDINER.—In view of 


,what has occurred in the Senate in con- 
nexion with the operation of the new 

standing order limiting *the time of 

speeches, will you, sir, call the Stand- 

ing Orders Committee together with a 
view to reconsidering that standing order? 
The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 

T. Givens).—I think it might be re- 

garded as disrespectful to the Senate if 


JI were to eall the Standing Orders Com- 


mittee together to eT ee a matter so 
_ recently decided by-the Senate after full 
discussion. 


“HORNSEY MILITARY HOSPITAL. 
Senator KHATING.—I ask the Act- 


ing Minister for Defence, in view of a 
movement on the part of the people of 


Launceston to provide a recreation and. 


sports ground for the recreation of the 
inmates of the Hornsey Military Hos- 
pital, at Launceston, under the supervi- 
sion of the hospital authorities, and in 
view of the fact that the movement is 
somewhat impeded by doubts as to the 
duration of the tenure of that establish- 
ment, can he say whether it is intended 
— by the Department to vacate the hospital 
soon, or is it likely to have a Sea tara ke 
tenure 2 | 
Senator RUSSELL. i anabae hte 
gave me notice of his intention to ask 
_ this qtestion, and I have ascertained 
_ from Surgeon-General Cuscaden that the 
_ Hornsey Military Hospital, at Launces- 
ton, will be our permanent military hos- 
_ pital for the north of Tasmania, and may 
_ be expected to continue for several years. 


| QUARANTINE. 


Ais ‘ Bekisiay O’KEEFE.—Can the 
ister representing the Minister for Trade 
whether the quarantine restrictions 
the mainland have been, or are to be, re 
be ‘ moved? y 


; ba : ee L 


cieuy 


[22 Avau sT, 1919.] Australian Imperial Fore 


4 secure a reply to the honorable seny 
- question ‘before the adjournment to- 


The PrEsipENT (Senator the Hon.  T. 


been returning 


Min- 
and Customs give any information as to 


_ hitherto existing between Tasmania and ¢ 


Senator RUSSELL.—I shall. 


PAPERS. 
papers 


The | pre- 
sented :-— 
Public Service Act 1902-1918—Promotions 
of T. O’Callaghan, Attorney-General’s De- 
partment, and W. J. Neilsen, Prime Min- 
ister’s Department. 


following were 


IMPERIAL. FORCE. 


Tupercutosis Cases In New Sours 
WaLes—WeELCOME’ TO RETURNED 
Satmors AND SOLDIERS. 


Senator PRATTEN.—dHas the Acting 
Minister for Defence yet received a 
reply to the question I asked the other 
day as to the number of soldiers in New 
South Wales suffering from tuberculosis? 

Senator ~RUSSELL—On the 20th 
August, the honorable senator asked— 

What is the total number of invalid soldiers 
suffering from tuberculosis in the State of 
New South Wales at present— 

1. Number of convalescent cases? 

2. Number of curable cases? 

3. Number of incurable cases? 
T am now able to furnish the honorable 
senator with the following information, 
received from the military authorities in 
New South Wales :— 

1. Convalescent tubercular soldiers, 140. 

2. Early cases of tubercle in soldiers, 333. 

3. Moderate cases of tubercle in soldiers, 113. 


4, Advanced cases of tubercle in soldiers, 49. 
It may be stated, in explanation of the 


AUSTRALIAN 


classification adopted by the Military Com- 


mandant, that it is not possible exactly to 
state how many in group 3 are curable. 


Senator GARDINER.—In view of the 
fact that our sailors and soldiers havg 
in small detachme 
separated by considerable pert 
time, and the public of Austy 
had no fitting opportunity t 
a welcome commensurate 
vices, will the Govern 
advisableness of decidg 
November next, 1 
sinking of the, E 


r Melee: —Does the honorable 
r mean that the returned men shall’ 
hsembled in one spot for the purpose 
h a welcome? 
ator GARDINER.—I mean that, 
rar as the State capitals are concerned, 
an opportunity should be given. to the 
general public to give our returned sailors 
and soldiers such a welcome as I think 
is due to them. 

Senator MILLEN —I shall place the 
honorable senator’s suggestion before 

Cabinet, and inyite its consideration of it. 


SHIPPING, 


Usr or TRANSPORTS TO CARRY CIVILIAN 
PassENGERS. 


Senator O’7KEEFE.—1 ask the Min- 
ister representing the Minister in charge 
of shipping whether he can inform the 
Senate if, in the event. of troopships tak- 
ing returned soldiers from Melbourne to. 
Tasmania, he will arrange with the Con- 
troller of Shipping to Swale civilian pas- 
engers, if accommodation is available 
or ‘them, to secure berths on those, troop- 
ships ? 

Senator MILLEN.—L ior the honor- 
able senator to give notice of the ques- 
tion, to give me an opportunity of con- 
sulting the Controller of Shipping. © 

Senator O’Kxrrre.—The Minister may 
be able to supply the information, later in 
the day. 

Senator MILLEN.—I shall try to do 

SO. 


WAR INDEMNITY. 


Senator KEATING.-—I ask the Min- 


ister representing the Prime Minister 
whether he has observed that, on his re- 
turn to South Afriea, the Prime Min- 
er of that Dominion made an an- 


£ the indemnity to be paid by 
wc to be given to South Africa, 
applied by the authorities 
1 to the payment of war 


with or without 
Reaooard to Aus- 
indemnity 


to the Parliament of Australia, “it sworn 


cement to the effect that a certain 


war obligations? Is 
ssition to make a. 


be idle to speculate on the lines nie 
cated: in. the honorable senator’s questions oN 3h 


WHEAT POOL, |) 4am 
ADDITIONAL SALES. Pe 


Senator LYNCH.—I wish to gale athe 
Vice-President of the Executive Council 
(Senator Russell) whether; in view of the - 
présent unfavorable seasonal outlook, the 
Wheat Board will take into consideration i : 
the advisability of hesitating to close with 
any offers forethe unsold balance of wheat — 
until it is seen whether we are going to 
have a normal season or not? 

Senator RUSSELL—The matter wilh 
be given consideration at a meeting of — ih, 
the Wheat Board to-day. Action has al- 
ready been taken, and in view of the ; 
doubtful seasonal prospects we have de- 
clined a recent offer by Great Britain for 
590,000 tons of WAGae 


‘ RECOVERY OF MAIL BAG. 


Senator McDOUGALL asked the Min- v4 
ister representing the Postmaster-General,_ y 
upon notice— } 

1. Is it a fact (as reported in the Sydnee 
papers) that one of the New South Wales Go- oie 
vernment trawlers raised from the bottom of | 
the Pacific Ocean a mail bag belonging to ‘the: e 
yee Post Office? . a 

. If so, has an inquiry been made into ‘ie: 
tee and what has been “ result of such — 
inquiry ? ast it 

Senator RUSSELL—A report to that 
effect was noticed in the press. _ The re- 
port itself established ownership, and gave. ‘i 
all particulars likely to be available. No 
inquiry is, therefore, necessary. ts 


VISIT OF POSTMASTER-GENERAL ; 
TO. SOUTH AUSTRALIA. = 


rd, 


Senator GUTHRIE asked the Minister re 
representing the Postmaster Genegal, 7 i 
upon notice— . 


1. Is it a fact that the ‘Postmaster: Gencnae 
has cancelled an engagement to vis't South 
Australia on urgent postal matters, because — 
there is no sleeping accommodation. on the rail. a 
way? 

2. If so, will the Government fuses such stein Y 
as will permit the Minister to, Manne to the : 
duties of his office?- 


Senator RUSSELL. wun The 
are— i 

1. The engagement is not cancelled, morel “aa 
vostponed. ba 


y. The man who works requires ny rest. 


Re aa ratte Nerina) | VA i SPR cad te ty Ya 
a tars! Tie apn ERY i A SrA fy! 7) 

tO RO ea ane eh Sia {dee owe ss 4 Jee ian, Tae 
ah UG Ne 

i oh f 


Blythe River Iron Deposit. [22 Aue 


GRANT TO RIFLE 
ASSOCIATIONS. 


‘Senator GRANT asked the Minister 


Is it the Am al of the Government to 
make available the usual grant for rifle asso- 
eiations and district rifle unions in connexion 

oes with their annual prize meetings? 

+) Senator MILLEN.—This matter will 

be considered in connexion with the Ksti- 

é mates for 1919-20, now being prepared. 
EXPORT OF FLOUR, BRAN AND 


Senator GARDIN ER. asked the Leader 
of the Government in the Senate, upon 
 notece— 


1. Has the Government refused to give ship- 


ping space for the export of flour, bran, or 
pollard from the Commonwealth? 
2. If so, what firms have been refused such 


Mi shipping space, and for what reason? 


Senator MILLEN.—The answer is— 


_ There is no general prohibitign against the 
shipping of flour, but the available shipping 
- gpace is strictly limited. - 
- + Permits for exports of bran and pollard are 
% granted in exceptional cases only, the reasons 
for this action being insufficient supplies for 
~ local requirements. — = 


'. BLYTHE RIVER IRON DEPOSIT. 


Senator EARLE (for Senator Mut- 
_ cAHY) asked the Minister representing 
_ the Prime Minister, upon notice— 
ie 1. What are the names of the experts who 
have reported upon the Blythe iron deposit in 
_ Tasmania for the Commonwealth Government? 
2 What are the present positions held by 
? those gentlemen? _ 


gat: 3. What are their: qualifications a making 
Wee such a report? 
wy.) Have: those gentlemen had any experience 


ye in either mining iron ore or smelting such 
is e ores?’ ¥ 
Shoe Senator MILLEN. —J shall endeavour 
mee fea to obtain the information desired by the ~ 
honorable senator, and will furnish him 
- with a reply as soon as possible. 

uh 


- \ hy i ee URL SERVIOE. 
i ~ > = Baryzr Ineuiry. 
ul Senator BARN ES asked the Leader of 


si _ the Government in the Senate, 
~ notice — : 


hey 


ty a of the Senate all the papers concerning the ten 
persons who were dismissed from the Publie | 
eae i as a result of the report of the Com- » 


rs LA el 
RY oe me at ‘not, why not? Ay, Eg 


st, 1919.] Commercial Activities Bill. 


Upon 


1. Will the Government lay upon the table | 


- missioner into the number of aliens so em- — 


>? Ps 
Pp: Ds! 
hel , 
( {4 Ts. 
¢ , PY ~~ 
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Senator MILLEN.—THis matter has 
received careful consideration, but as the 
question of producing the papers in these 
cases is analogous to the production of 


papers relating to prosecutions for offences 


against Commonwealth laws, and as it 
is against the public mterest to produce 
papers in such prosecutions, it is not con- 
sidered advisable to lay upon the table the 
papers referred to by the honorable 


. senator. 


COMMERCIAL ACTIVITIES BILL. 
_Ssconp Reapine. 


Debate resumed from 21st August | 
(aide page ae on motion by Senator — 
RussELi— * 

That this Bill be now read a second time. 


Senator CRAWFORD (Queensland) 
[11.17 ].—When the debate was adjourned 
yesterday I was dealing with the world’s 
supply and requirements of sugar. I men- 
tioned the fact that the yield for the year 
ended 30th June, 1904,- was between 
13,000,000 and 14,000,000 short tons of, 
sugar. That ine sreased during the next 
ten years to 20,000,000 short tons, and 
yet the world’s requirements were not over | 
supplied. As compared with the yearj 
before the outbreak-of war there was, af 
reduction in the output of sugar iy 
the principal producing countries of thj 
world of no less a quantity than 2,000,00 
tons. To arrive at the exact shortag 
allowance has to be made for,the norm 
increase in consumption of over 500,g 
tons annually which should have tal 
place. If that were allowed for th 
would be a shortage of, not 2,000,000, 
over 5,000,000 tons. It is dificult t¢ 
how that shortage is going to be mag 
for some time to come, and, conseq uy 
it should be in the interests of the| 
consumers in Australia—domesiy 
manufacturing—that the cane ar 
sugar industries should be encoui 
every way by the Commonweg 
State Governments. There ig 
either industry to make ¢ 
sugar industries host 
the mainland o 
America, ang 
_ the 
tong 
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reason why thé cane and beet.sugar indus-\ 
tries should not flourish side by side here. 


In 1911, when the Fisher Government 
were in office, a Royal Commission on the 
sugar industry, of which I was a member, 
was appointed, and in a minority report I 
presented on that occasion with reference 
to the beet sugar industry I stated— 


All that need be said concerning the sugar- 
beet industry” in Victoria is that it should be 
encouraged as far as possible. In present cir- 
cumstances, it is not likely that the sugar re- 
quirements of Australia will be met by the 
production of cane sugar in New South Wales 
and Queensland for several years to come. I 
have no sympathy with the suggestion that, on 
political grounds, the Victorian beet-sugar in- 
dustry should be sacrificed to the cane-sugar 
interests. It must be admitted, however, that 
the evidence did not disclose any earnest desire 
on the part of Victorian farmers to extend the 
cultivation of sugar beets. 


What I stated then I stand by now. It 
is to the interest of Australia that, so far 
as possible, the Commonwealth should be 
self-supporting and self-contained. Dur- 
ing the period of the war, although sugar, 
unlike wool and wheat, has not brought 


saved the Commonwealth from being 
forced to send abroad very large sums. 
Those amounts would’ have totalled ap- 
proximately £40,000,000 had we been com- 
pelled to buy the whole of our sugar 
upplies overseas. Taking the esti- 
nated production of this year into ac- 
unt, Australia will have, produced from 
14 to 1919, inclusive, 1, 300, 000 tons of 
ar. But for that erand total of pro- 
rtion, the price of sugar would have 
1 very much higher than the figure at 
ph it has been quoted in Java during 
years of the war, 
we been compelled to secure 1,300,000 
from outside sources that quantity 
have more than equalled the sur- 
sugar stocks stated to have existed 
last year. If Australia had been 
r to that huge extent our people 
iave been forced to pay whatever 
ava producers cared to ask; 
shipping difheulties, there 
pat consumers in Aus- 
rationed in just 
cople of almost 


E.] 


arge sums of money into Australia, it has. 


for the reason that - 


Activities Ba 


‘were ‘compared with those paid by Hotes ae 
holders in the month of July immediately — 
prior to the outbreak of war. The very — 
first item in this comparative statement is 
6 Ibs. of sugar, which cost, in July, 1914, 
1s. 7d.; and in July, 1919, Ig sGds The et 
difference amounts to only * Qd. in the re- 
tail price upon a quantity of 6 lbs. The 
next item relates to the purchase of two — 
tins of jam. These, | presume, would be _ 
what are known as 2-lb. tins, which really 
contain only 27 ozs. The price for the 
two tins in 1914 was 1s. 5d., and in 1919, 
9s. In July, 1914, 3 lbs. of oatmeal cost a 
only 8d.; in July of this year the same 
quantity cost 1s. 4$d.—a rise in the retail 
price of no less than 100 percents: AY % 
parcel of 3 lbs. of soap cost 104d. in 1914 
and 1s. 6d. in July last. One Ib. of ate 
candles, which could be purchased for 
7d. five years ago, cost 1s. 6d. this year. | 
Senator Barb: See production, too! 
Senator CRAW.FORD.—That is just 
the point. Whe retail price of Victorian 
products has advanced, in’ certain in- _ 
stances, by more than 100 per cent. _ 
Senator Garpiner.—The prices. ad- 
vanced proportionately to the organiza- 
tion of the Rings and Combines. =, | 
Senator CRAWFORD.—And at: they 
same time the price of a Queensland pro- 
duct has only been allowed to advance Dean | 
about 123 per cent. I am making no 
complaint concerning the price of sugar, 
but it appears strange that although some 
of the products of Victoria have risen in > 
price 100 per cent., very little by way — 
of complaint is heard: while, at the same = + 
time, there has been constant outery 
against the comparatively slight advance 
in the price of a Queensland product. 
Senator Newrianp.—Which product is 
supposed to be controlled by. the biggest 
Combine in the land. ays 
Senator ‘CRAWFORD. Supposed Goes 
be! With regard to that Combine I shall 
quote from this same report. certain ex- 
ae an which “I employed in 1912. 
Since that time, I have seen no’ reason to 


chk 

change my views— tae 
The evidence reveals that the Colonial Suge em 
Refining Company occupies a commanding posi- f 


tion in the industry, secured by steadily pur- | 
suing for a long course of years a policy which 
has won for it “the. confidence and good-will of 
practically the whole of those with whom . “it ea 
has had business dealings. There is nothing ake 
to indicate that any one of the company ‘Sam 
transactions have been in the slightest degree 


re 


Mini aris So Commercial. 


of a predatory character. 
subsist between the company on the one hand 

and the manufacturers of raw and the pur- 
chasers of refined on the other. That the com- 

_ pany earns large profits, both within and with- 
out the Commonwealth, appears to be entirely 
due to the volume of its business, the command 
of adequate capital, the complete utilization 
of by-products, thorough organization, able ad- 
ministration, and Uae efficiency in wes de- 
partment. , 


_ Any business in od to which those 
statements may be tr aithfully made should 
be encouraged in every possible way, and 
should be permitted to earn reasonable 
profits. It must be borne in mind that 
the transactions of the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company are very large, not 
* only in the Commonwealth, but beyond 
the shores of Australia. .[t should be re- 


“membered, too, that most of the profits — 


which the company earns outside of the 
Commonwealth come into Australia and 
‘are spent here. During the past four 
years the Colonial Sugar Refining Com- 
pany has refined and placed upon the mar- 
/ kets of Australia about 1,000,000 tons of 
a sugar—-an average of 250, 000 tons a year. 
In addition, it has a refinery in New Zea- 
Jand ; it has six sugar mills in Queensland, 
three in New South Wales, and, I believe, 
three in Fiji. , 
Senator Garpinur.—What did. thiawe 
refineries cost ¢ 
Senator ORAWFORD.—In the evi- 
dence given before the Royal Commission 
in 1912, the company set down the cost 
of its refiner ies at £1,600,000. That was 
the cost of its refineries in Australia, of 
which there are four, namely, one in 


Brisbane, one in Sydney, one in Mel 


bourne, and one in Adelaide. Western 
Australia is supplied from Adelaide, and 
Tasmania is supplied chiefly from ’Syd- 
ney. The company refines in Australia 
and New Zealand some 300,000 tons of 
sugar yearly; and at its twelve mills in 
~ Austraha and Fiji, it turns out in a 
normal year about 150,000 tons of sugar. 
From these figures, it will be seen that 
the company does a very large business 
indeed, and that if it obtains anything 
like a reasonable profit on its turnover, 
We its profit, in the ag 
he One. 
Senator 


Furricks——May I ask the 


_ refineries ? 2 
at ee Senator CRAWFORD. —That informa- 


Din 68 tion is eontained in the minority repory 


[22 Auch 


Amicable relations + 


flourishing condition under 


gregate will be a. big 


a 4 Paitiar ius senator to renee the cost of the 
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of the Commission which investigated this 
industry in 1912. That report states— 

The refining business is carried on by two 
companies. The Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company is much the larger concern, having 
refineries. at Brisbane, Sydney, Melbourne, 
Adelaide, and Auckland. The last-named was: « 
beyond the scope of the Commission’s inquiry. 
The capital outlay on the company’s refineries 
n Australia was £1,401,110, and the refineries 
now stand in the company’s books at a value 
of £1,163,404. 


Complaint has been made by fruit- growers 
that‘vne prices of fruit for preserving 
purposes in Australia have been depre- 
‘elated by the high price of sugar. Quite 
a number of jam manufacturers were 
examined upon this point by the Royal 
Commission in 1912. , The evidence of 
the whole of them was to the effect that 
the price of sugar ‘had practically noth- 
ing to do with the price of fruit—that the 
price of fruit was controlled by the law 
of supply and.demand. It has also been 
eontended that under Federation the 
fruit-growers have suffered an injustice. 
I propose to quote the testimony of a few 
witnesses upon these two points. Mrh 
Henry Jones, of Hobart, in giving evi- 
dence, said— | 

We have contracts to buy at a certain price, 
and we have carted fruit round to the back of 
the factory and tipped it out; but we have not 
destroyed any fruit for over ten years; before | 
that, we often destroyed it. The greatest de- | 


pression in the jam trade in Australia was in J 
1899. 


That was before Federation— 


During the last ten years, the Tasmaniaj 
fruit-grower has not had the low prices to coy 
tend, with that. he had years before. | 


According to this gentleman’s testimog 


induaees 4 in Tasmania have been in a ty 
Feder ay 
than they ever were previously. My 
B. Robson, fruit-grower and fruit 
server, of ‘Hectorville, South Aust 
stated— | | 
The price varied every season acco 
the crops. 
Mr. W. Peacock, jam man 
Yarra, Victoria, state 
Every year there wa 
Some fruits wi 
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Mr. George Wright, managing director, 
Taylor Brothers Limited, Sydney, said— 
In my opinion ‘the price of fruit is eh 
a matter of supply and demand, 
Notwithstanding the complaint last year 
.. that, owing to the increase in the price 
of sugar from £24 to £26 per ton, the 
export trade would suffer severely, . the 
fact remains that the price received by the 
fruit-growers of Victoria, and other 
States, during the,past season was higher 
than it has been for a great many years 
That was due partly to the very good 
market there was for our export trade, 


and also to the fact that, im certain classes 


of fruit, there was a comparative failure 
in the crop. 
there should be an extension of the Go- 
vernment’s activities in regard to the fix- 
ing of prices, and it has been said that the 
- Queensland Government are taking action 
in that direction. They have been en- 
couraged to do so, we are informed, by the 


success which oe attended the Rin be meat: 


shops in Queensland. But there is one 

thing about “those shops which, perhaps, 

hay not be known to honorable senators, 
, “and to the public generally, namely, that 
there has been a strike in connexion with 
every State meat, shop in Queensland, 
and that had it not been for the butchers’ 
shops, conducted by private enterprise, 
there would have been a meat famine in 
quite a number of centres. 
Senator GARDINER.—Is not that what 
the honorable senator would ‘expect? Will 
ot the Meat Combine seek to harass 
e Government all that they possibly 
n by creating strikes? 
Senator CRAWFORD.—I cannot’ see 
v the Meat Combine had anything to 
with bringing those men out on strike. 
a matter ‘of Robie the employees in ‘ari 
nsland State meat shops struck, s 
said, because the Labour opus 
did not pay them as well as they 
ht they ought to be paid. 
tor Frrricxs.—What the honor 
ator has just said in regard to a 
e certainly has no application 
His statement in that con- 
e of the mark. 
me! (Senator the Hon. 
what relevance 


(SENAT 


It has been argued that” 


.| Actwities Bill. _ 


tert in order in incidentally roheeiue to it. 


‘It has also to be remembered that Bia ie 


whole of the meat for the State butchers’ 
shops in Queensland is obtained from the 
meat companies. 


‘It is all frozen meat, — 
and none of it is derived from the stations 


which are owned by the Government. In mera 


regard to profiteering, 


be rampant throughout the Common- 
wealth i ibs 
The PRESIDENT.—Order! The hon- — 


orable senator’s time has expired, i 
,Motion (by Senator Sas Sc 
posed— 


That a further extension of time be granted + ‘ 


to the honorable senator. 


The PRESIDENT,—Theére can be no 


further extension of time without the sti 
pension of the standing order. ‘a 
Senator 0) KEEFE (Tasmania) [11.40]. 
—The incident that just saute only 
serves to accentualte—— 


The PRESIDENT.—Order! 


pursue that matter. 


Senator O’KEEFE.—I beg your par- 


don, Mr. President. You interrupted me 
before you knew what I was going to say. 
The PRESIDENT.—I am aware that 


the honorable “senator intended to make | 


whichis alleged to ics i 


Nap be My 


honorable senator cannot be. allowed to : 


some statement concerning the new won oes Ui 


ing order. 


Senator OKEEFE.— I ae you ‘are ‘ 
a close abserver of the Standing Orders, — 
Mr. President, but I was not aware that 
T admit thatI | 
was: going to say something about the new oe 
standing order, which you now tell me I 
would have no ‘right to say. I may, how- 
ever, be permitted to express the hope 
that, in the very near future, there will © 
be a reconsideration of the procedure. of | 


you were a rial reader. 


this Senate, making it possible for an ex- 


tension of time to ‘be allowed in the case 
of interesting and instructive speeches, — 
such as we have had during the debate 
upon this Bjll, so that further useful in- ~~ 
formation may be disseminated amongst 
On three occasions — 


honorable senators. 
during this debate it has been neces- 
sary to, ask for)an 
time in order to 


by the > Bille: 


extension of 
allow “honorable 
senators speaking greater opportunity ree Aun) 
deal with the various matters affected 

should like to have ~ 
had more information from the honor- | 
able senator who just resumed his seat, 
cause we all know hae Shae ae Craw “ i 


it Vin hia et Bat SNe bene: anes eae, San is 
ih ; we Sy Ray * ; ‘ , ‘i : « , fH yy 
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intimately associated with, the sugar in- 
dustry in Queensland. ‘We know: also 
‘that Senator Pratten has made a close 


-. in the Bill, and yet in the course of his 

speech he was able only to refer to one of 
the four or five questions with which the 
measure deals. We have heard a great 
deal about wheat; a most interesting sub- 
_ject;-but we have heard little or nothing 


about, other commodities which it is pro- » 


- posed further to control. One very in- 
teresting subject is the wool industry of 
-Australia. 1 do not profess to have made 


a close study of that industry, because. 
the State I represent exports only a small 
Naturally, the larger - 


quantity of wool. 
_ States, and particularly New South Wales 
and Queensland, are more directly inter- 
ested in the subject. We cannot shut 
> our, eyes to the fact that some startling 
* statements have been made, not only about 
the operaltions of the Wheat Pools, but 
In connexion also with the wool industry. 


t x. 


“course of his reply or during the. passage 
of | the measure in Committee, to give 
some further information bearing on the 
statements made in another braftch:of ‘this 
Legislature, and in the press, regarding 
the transactions in wool. A little while 
ago a pamphlet was circulated by Messrs. 
John Bridges and Company, of Sydney, 
making certain statements with respect to 
Sir Chet: Cox, one of the officials of the 
State Wool Committee, who, it is alleged, 


with his public duties as a member of 
that Committee. Some pretty damaging 


statements were contained in ‘the 
_ pamphlet. | : 
_. Senator Rem—Did you read his 
answer. : : 


- I am not suggesting that the statements 
were true or false, but they were cir- 
_ culated among members of this’ Parlia- 
, ment, and on the 16th June extensive 
“quotations were made from them by mem- 
bers in another place, particularly by Mr. 
ae Blakeley. On the 30th June, an answer- 
by ing pamphlet was’ issued by the Overseas 
- Central ‘Committee, and circulated 
i _ among Federal and Stalte members. 

Senator Russerz.—One of the reasons 


a for my not replying was that- Sir Owen | 


Sh Palos never a member of the State, 


ford hae POE a We eee study. of, and is’) Wool Caminitttce, 
made by Bridges and Company are a 


study of the various subjects dealt with 


issued by the 


of 
pamphlet. issued by Bridges and Com- 


I should like the Minister, either in the - 


has allowed private interests to interfere. 


Senator O-KEEFE.—Wait a moment.’ 


is time that the public of 


Therefore, the charges 


private matter: “and Sir Owen Cox can 
answer for himself. 

‘Senator O’7KEEFE.—I take it that it 
is within the province of the Minister to 
give some information concerning ‘thi % 

matter. ON 

Sendtor Russerz.—I can answer at 
once. Sir Owen Cox was never a member 
of the Wool Commitiee. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—The pamphlet 
Overseas Central. Com- 
mittee states, ‘‘ Sir Owen’ Cox is not, and . 
never was, chairman of the wool adminis- 
tration.” It does not say he was ‘not a 
member of the Committee, and, in view 
lthe statements contained in the 


pany as well as in the pamphlet issued 


by the Overseas Central Committee, 
the Minister might think it incum- 
bent upon him ‘to give some infor- 


mation, because this matter affects the 

general public, and particularly those in- 

terested in the wool business. The state- 

ment was made in the press and by mem=*\_ 
bers of Parliament, particularly during { 
the discussion of this Bill in another 
place, that the fellmongering industry of 
Australia had been very much injured, if 
not practically ruined for the time being, 
because of, the sacrifice of public in- | 
terests to private profilis, by certain | 
companies or firms which have been {| 
granted some sort of control. j 
is rather a startling statement. 
is sh ate nhs fellmongering Tbe 


] 


trol of ie sale and export of wool. 

Senator Pratrren.—Autocratic cont 

Senator O’KEEFE:—Yes; and 
stated that“that control has been 
cised by Petrone pecuniarily interestq 
the business, for their own benefit 
to the detriment of the fellmongerg 
dustry. If these statements 


it. L.ask tthe Minister 
senators whether tht 
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scandal uttered outside. 
, able senator will bring a specific case 
under notice I shall deal with it. 
- Senator O’KEEFE.—That is the kind 
of reply which is too often given in the 
Senate, and, indeed, in every legislative 
a ‘amber, ek: 


Senator RusseLtut.—Has the honorable | 


senator no responsibility as a public man 
to inquire into the accuracy of such state- 
ments before he repeats them? I have 
inquired into them. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—If the Minister 
has inquired into them he should give 
the public of Australia the benefit of the 
conclusion at which he has arrived. He 
asks for specific statements, and what 
could be more specific than the state- 
ments which appear in the pamphlet is- 
sued by John Bridges and Company? 

Senator Russety.—One of them is a 
specific lie. It is said that Sir Owen Cox 
was a member of the Wool Committee, 
and he never was a member of it. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—The Minister 
says that now, and to that extent jus- 
tifies the making of the charge. 

De Senator RusseLtt.—I am not objecting 

! to that, but I object to the repetition of 

> Se puborel and bull stories without inquiry as 
to their truth. 

Senator O’KKEFE.—I am asking whe- 
ther the Minister will, later on, in his 
reply to this debate, answer ihe state- 
ments which have been made? In dis- 
cussing the Bill, honorable senators have 
dealt chiefly with the question of wheat. 
Surely, in view of the evidence given be- 
fore a Royal Commission in Sydney re- 
cently, and the statements made by re- 
‘ponsible Ministers in the New South 
ales Parliament following the publica- 
on of that evidence, the Minister 
ll agree that it would be only a 
thing for the Federal Government 
appoint a Royal Commission, consist- 
of a Supreme Court Judge, to inquire 
the whole of the transactions under 
Vheat Pool, and the action taken by 
Theat Boards, firms, and 
n any control in connexion 
and export of wheat. 
ru.—They were not 
Federal Govern- 
ecise of purely 
have no 


a 
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If the honor- y 


indi-. 
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ment have no power to Gannon a Royal 
Commission consisting of a Supreme 
Court Judge to inquire into the matters — 
brought out in evidence at the recent in- 
quiry by a Royal.Commission in Sydney? — 
Senator Reip.—What was brought ~ 
out? Only bald accusations were made. 
Senator RusseLtu.—I do not say that 


we have not the power to appoint a Royal ay 
Commission, but it is not the business of § _ 


the Commonwealth Government to ap 
point a Royal Commission to inquire into 


the exercise by State authorities of State a 


functions. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—The Government 
were in charge of the Wheat Pool, and 
it was their duty to keep a grip upon ; 
all transactions connected with it. In the 


exercise of that duty they should let the: 


people of Australia know everything that 


has been done in, connexion with the sale 


of wheat. ‘Statements are being made 
broadcast throughout Australia suggest- 
ing that certain people have made large ~ 
sums of money out of the business, and — 
it is the duty of the Federal Government 
to make a proper inquiry into those state- 
ments. 

Senator pe Larerk.—Does the hannae 
able senator think it a manly thing to 
make such statements concerning people ~ 
at a distance, who have ins ee 
an investigation? ses 

Senator! O’7KEEFE—It is of no use 
for Senator de Largie to make an inter- — 
jection of that kind. I am not saying ~ 
anything unmanly about anybody. I say — 
that, in view of what has transpired re- — 
cently in Sydney; it is the business of the 


Government to have a full inquiry made 


into all transactions in connexion with 
the Wheat Pool. 


(Senator pr Larare.—Has not a Royal ieiiat 


Commission inquired into the matter? 
Senator. 7 KEEFE.—It has, and cer- 
tain allegations have been made since 
evidence was given before the Royal 
Commission to ‘which the honorable sena- 
tor refers. ! 
Senator pz Laretr ayn are dies 
Senator Rerm.—The 
ie s leader ‘has said that those who made 
the charges proved nothing. 3 
Senator Garpiner.—lI did mot say so. 


Senator O’KEEFE.—What is it that — 


senators on aa sy 


is stirring honorable 
other side so much? 


insinuations. 


honorable sena-  _ 


Senator pe Larein, —Senator O'Keefe’ 8 Shay 
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Senator OKEEFE.—I am not wae 


. ing any insinuations. Surely I am 
within my right in saying what I have 
said I have not gone further than other 
honorable senators have gone hundreds 

of times in this chamber. It is. some- 
what remarkable than an honorable sena- 
tor cannot make statements of general 
public interest without being subjected 

to interjections suggesting that he is after 
somebody’s scalp. That is not my pur- 


pose in asking the Minister whether the ~ 


Government, in order to satisfy the 
people of Australia, will have a full in- 
quiny, into these matters. 

Senator Russprzr.—Into Federal 
action, yes; but not into action by the 
State authorities.. 

Senator O’KEEFE—Action by the 
Federal and State authorities. in these 


matters has been so hopelessly intermixed 


‘that it would be impossible to have an 
inquiry into Federal action without at 
the same time inquiring into action by 

the State authorities. The Minister 
knows the evidence submitted recently in 
Sydney in connexion with wheat transac- 
tions, and I remind him that some com- 
plaint was made also in Adelaide only a 
little time ago, which showed that the 
people of South Australia are not satis- 
fied that everything in connexion with 
the Wheat Pool has been as it should 
be. I do not draw inferences against any 
individual, but I do say it would give 
‘ satisfaction to the pubhe if a full in- 
quiry were made into all these matters. 
- There should be an inquiry also into 
the control of the metal industry of the 
: Commonwealth. Practically the whole 
of the transactions in connexion with our 
base metals have been in the hands of a 


Committee since the outbreak of the war. 


I know hundreds of individuals in Tas- 
mania who have been adversely affected 
by the way in which the business has 
been managed, and they complain that 
they have not had a fair deal from the 
. Committee in charge of it. 

Senator Prarren.—Hear, hear! 

Senator O KEEFE.—I am glad to get 
support from one honorable senator on 
the other side. 

Senator Rem—Can the honorable 
senator prove the charges that. are made? 
‘That is the point. 


Senator O'KEEFE.—I want an in- 
quiry to discoyer whether the complaie 


made have any justification. 


ie ae 


Inmate as sociation 
‘months, in my own State—which is a 


+ Senator Russeirt.—Let the honorable 


senator say what the charge is, and I 
shall get an answer to it for him; . The 
trouble is that'the honorable senator will 
not state a specific charge. He is merely 
repeating remarks which have been made 
to him, or rumours which he has heard. I? 
is of no use to tell me that John Brown 
has made a charge. Let him say defi- 
nitely what is ‘he charge made by John 
Brown, and I will get an answer for him. 

Battton O’KEEFE.—The Minister 
knows very well that I have stated a 
charge in connexion with the Wool Pool. 

Senator Russert.—And I am going to 
answer lt. 

Senator O’KEEFE.—The Minister 
knows also that charges have been made 
in connexion with the management of the 
Wheat Pool, and it is not necessary for 
me to repeat them. I am asking that, in 
view of the charges made, the Govern- 
ment shall appoint a Royal Commission 
to investigate them. In connexion with 
the metal industry, I think it should be 
possible for the Government to issue a 
clear and simple statement covering ally 
‘the transactions in metals during the last 4 
two .or three years, showing the Com- 
mittee in control of the purchase of metals 
in Australia, the prices at which metals 
have been sold, to whom they have been 
sold, and where they have been sold, 
and what deductions, if any, have 
been made for reduction and smelting 
charges. I have been brought into inti- 
during the last few 


‘ 


metal-producing State—with numbers of 
men who are getting their living in the 
mining industry as individuals or as mem- 
bers of small co- oper ative companies min- 
ing for tin. 

Senator Russkrn.—If the honorable 
senator asks for any specific information 
with respect to metals, I shall underta! 
to supply 1t; but I remind him that 
Bill has nothing to do with metal 

Senator OKEEFE.I am 
that. 

Senator Russeri.—Th 
the Suns’ of metalgZ 


» 
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; The PRESIDENT (Senator the Hon. 
T. Givens).—Senator Russell has taken 
“the point that metals ave not dealt with 
in the Bill, and I must sustain it. 

Senator OOKEEFE.—1 shall not tres- 
qaass any further on those lines. The dif- 
ficulty ‘is that it is not so much what is in 
this Bill as what’ is left out of it that 
would give room for profitable discussion. 
T should like to be entitled to say some- 
thing about the fruit industry, which is of 
great importance to the State I represent, 
but that is not dealt with in this Bill. 
‘The measure seeks to extend the operations 
of the Government under the War Pre- 
cautions Aet in respect to certain comme 
dities for a certain time, but. there are a 

number. of matters not dealt with in this 
Bill, the management of which, in my, 
opinion, the Government should control. 
Perhaps I may be allowed to say that it 
is indeed a great pity that a number of 
other provisions, that might reasonably 
have heen included in this measure, have 
been omitted. | 
Senator PRatrvzen.—I am glad that 
{metals have been omitted. 

Senator O7KEEFE.—Senator Pratten 
has shown by his interjections that a 
number of men who considered they had 
reasonable grievances in connexion with 
metal transactions dur.ng the last few 
years will now be Placed in a better posi- 
tion. 

Senator Pratren.—Those 
will expire by effluxion of time. 

Senator O KEEFE.—Yes, and ‘it would 
be very interesting if the whole of. those 
transactions were brought to light. Those 
who have earned their living in* raising 
metals know more about them than I do. 

I am sorry if my remarks cause anger 
amongst honorable senators opposite. 
Senator Rup. —There is no anger. 
We want you to make a definite charge. 
Sénator Muntcany.—We want you to 
ne to the point, and make” definite 


; 


grievances 


or O’KEEFE.—tThere is a lot of 
shat T-am saying, and the sup- 


have these 
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he to cast. innuendoes at those in official 


positions, and it was on that account that 
I interjected, and asked him to make a 


- definite charge. 
Senator O’Krsre.—You will not alle 4 


an honorable senator the opportunity of 
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expressing his opinion or of exercising his ys 


rights. ~ 
Senator REID.—If Senator io’ Kesta.: 
has a definite charge to make he should 


bring it forward in a proper form, to give : 


the Minister a chance to reply. 


Senator. O’Krrnre.—I was not making — 


any charges; I was merely asking for in- 
formation, and I believe I shall get some 
from the Minister. 

Senator REID.—Information can al- 
ways be obtained from Ministers, but it is 
the continual circulation of innuendoes 


Fee 


u 


concerning public men that is so injurious. » vy 
Recently a pamphlet was issued to the - 


people of Australia on the’ wool question, 
but it had nothing whatever to do with © 
the Wool*Board. The broad question be- 
fore us at the present juncture is one of 
great importance to the people of Aus- 
tralia. The various Pools dealt with in 
the Bill were established for the benefit of — 


the primary producers, and in spite of a _ : 4 


good deal of criticism, and statements 
brought forward from both sides of fe 
Senate, we all realize that the Pools have — 


been of great benefit to the primary pro-— 


ducers, as well as to the whole of the ae i 
of Australia. If it had not been for the 
action of the Government in taking in 


hand the purchase and distribution of - 


many primary products, 


as well as the 


advancing of money to the producers, we 


would have all been’in a very precarious ig 
As legislators we have to view 
the question broadly, and consider it, not 

only from the present, but from the — 
I have listened to — 
nearly all the speeches on this Bill, an 
lai 

against the various Boards and Pools, I — 
frankly admit that these have’ been of 
great benefit to the producers of Aus- 


position. 


future stand-point. 


despite the pettifogging charges — 


tralia, and have saved many from abso- 


lute ruin. 
the wheat-growers of Australia if the Go- 


vernment had not taken in hand the pur- 
In view — 
of the ravages by mice and weevil the © 
ero bulk of it would have been sold for, 5. 
" Cases: 2) 
faruien would mot have been able to Rik 
keep sufficient on hand for seed purposes. nf 
Vhat would have been the aivaeni of our en 


chase and sale of their wheat? 


hicken fodd, and in many 


What would have become of 
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‘not taken the matter in hand and 
| arranged with the Imperial authorities to 
4 purchase our wheat at a reasonable rate ? 
. Notwithstanding the mistakes that have 
‘been made, the wheat-growing industry ° 
would have been practically ruined. 

_ The same applies to our dairying indus- 
try, which is one of our most important 
industries at the present time. As a result 
_ of an increased production of dairy pro- 
duce, and the establishment of a Pool to 
5 handle it, -many thousands of families’ 
have been considerably helped, and in 
some instances actually saved. Many of 
the Pools were established on the spur of 
the moment as an absolute necessity, and 
_ the Government are to be complimented 
- on the way they have handled those colos- 
sal transactions. Mistakes were. only 
natural in controlling such huge under- 
takings under abnormal conditions, and | 
we know that even the Senate, in all its | 

-. wisdom, makes mistakes.. 
,* Frequent reference has been. made to 
' the actions of combines and profiteers, but 
the war has brought it home to the people 
-of Australia, and almost every other 
nation engaged in the great world conflict, 
_that private enterprise up to the time of 
the war had more or less strangled itself. 
Owing to keen competition numerous 
firms were driven into combination for 
their own’ protection... Combines have 
been one of the greatest aaa we have 
had during the present age, in spite of, 
_ all that honorable senators opposite may . 
say. Combines are an absolute necessity, 


- 
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mY Australian people. if the Government. had hoists is absolutely at the mercy of com- 


bines, and Parliament provides the only 
ruachinery we have for the protection of 
the people. Instead of senators of this 
chamber, and people outside, objecting to 
governmental control, they should support 
the Government and give them the neceg, 
It is on this ac- q 
count that I intend to support the passage 
of this Bill. Our very existence is at 
stake, and the Government will have to 
secure additional powers to enable them 
to deal with these important problems, 
At. present, the shipping -industry of 
Australia is in idleness because the sea- 
men have certain grievances. The in- 
terests of the people have been absolutely 
throttled. We are at the mercy of the 
employees... Whether they are using 
their powers rightly or wrongly, I may 
not now discuss; but my point is that the 
very circumstances governing industrial 
affairs in Australia to-day are forcing the 
‘Government to expand its activities in 
regard-to the epi of commodities on 
behalf of the people.. The necessity for 
Government control is growing every day 
more urgent. When the war broke out, 
Commonwealth control was instituted in. 
relation to certain commodities, for the » 
national welfare. Upon the declaration 
of war, all classes in the community were: 
called upon to make sacrifices, and the 
response was magnificent. If we could 
only put into our social, industrial and — 
commercial life to-day that same spirit - 
in the cause of the nation, if-we could 
only answer the call as we did when Ger- 


not only for handling large quantities, ~ many was menacing our existence, if we 


but for producing at a cheap rate. 
_ Senator O’Kreere.—Every mam on this 
side admits there are: good combines if 

Ae controlled. 

Senator REID.—We have combines 
growing up all around us, and we must 
not overlook the combination of “labour 
which has been organized to protect it- 
self against other combinations. With 
~~ commercial combines on one hand and a 
combination of labour on the other the 
“consumer is at the mercy of both, and 
that ‘is one of the features we have to face. 
In the United States of America there 
are examples of combinations. of capital 
*~ and labour which work harmoniously, but. 
which have been the means of shifting the 
Re burden on to the consumer, When such 
a state of affairs exists it is the duty of 
. the Government to step in and control 
_ the prices charged on both sides. T 
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could only draw employers and employees 
together in the spirit in which they 
joined forces in those dark days, there 
would be nothing to fear for our future. 
It is the lack of the sense of public duty, | 
of public obligation, which has brought — 
about many of our industrial troubles in 
these latter times. Unless the spirit of 
citizenship is fostered and expanded, x 
are bound to suffer. Our burden 
the outcome of the war, ar 
enough, surely, to bring all clage 
people to their senses. 
Australia’s wool ing 
trolled at an early 
body concerned 3 
operations of 
factor 
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have not responded as they should have | 
done. They received concessions which 
outside manufacturers were not granted. 
The Australian industry was given con- 
cessions, during the period of the war, 
. amounting to £29,315 14s. ld. That 
amras the outcome of Government control. 
But local manufacturers failed to give 
corresponding concessions to the people. 
Business orders to-day are so huge that 
manufacturers are refusing further 
orders, even for six months ahead. The 


pricey which they are charging for some 


of their productions are extortionate. 
Our Government woollen mills are turn- 
ing out as good a material as may be 
seen anywhere in Australia, Any one 
who has inspected the materials of which 
our soldiers’ and sailors’ uniforms are 
made, and who has been at the same time 
familiar with the price at which those 
materials have been furnished to the Go- 
vernment, must realize the unsatisfactory 
conduct of private manufacturers. The 
material produced. in Government fac- 
tories at 5s. 6d. to 7s. 6d. per yard cannot 
be beaten’ for quality; but if any one 
rbought such goods in Flinders-lane, or 
~ elsewhere, he would be charged 17s. 6d. 
f to £1 a yard. 

Senator Needham, in the course of his 
remarks upon this measure, said he was 
here in the interests of cheaper food sup- 
plies to the people. . Control of our food- 
stuffs is another project upon which the 
Commonwealth 
enter. We cannot secure improved con- 
ditions in all directions, and at the same 
time sustain the cry for cheap food. 
The producer desires as much as he can 
pet for his product. He wishes to. be 
left. alone, and to secure a good return 
for his labours. The man whom he em- 
ploys wants as high a wage as he can 

possibly secure;. and thus the conflict 
between the interests of the producer and 
those of the consumer is always raging. 
Boe only authority capable of fairly and 
suately handling and controlling the 
sfis of the people generally is the 
vealth Government. 
e Combines which is  con- 
by honorable senators 
ponial Sugar Refinin 
association with 


activities ° 


Government might well. 


Queensland. 
sugar districts of that State, and I will 
repeat now what I said when I was ws 
member of the party opposite. 
prepared to concede all that may be ‘sal 


I am familiar “with the | 


Eeang 


by way of accusation against the com- fh 
pany; but with all that thrown upon the ~ 


balance against the Colonial Sugar Re- 


fining Company, I emphasize that its if . 


have been highly beneficial, 


both to the sugar-growers of Queensland ; 


and to the people of Australia. 

Senator Garpiner.—Particularly to 
the Colonial Sugar Refining people of. 
Australia. 


Senator REID.—To the whole of the 


people. 

Senatot O’KEEFE. 2 Gould not ‘hat 
company have provided sugar a little 
more cheaply, and stili have made very 
big profits ? 

Senator REID.—The 
it has always supplied a cheaper sugar 
than we ould have secured had we been” 


compelled to draw fromh overseas sources. 
no matter what the divi- 
dends of the Colonial Sugar oe 


That is a fact, 


Company may be. 

Senator O’Krerr.—It 
any merit on the part of the Colonial 
Sugar Refining Company, but to the 
fact that Northern Australia is See 
to sugar-cane growing. 

Senator RETD.—The company has un-. 
doubtedly given cheap sugar to Aus- 
tralia. 

Senator GaRpIneR.—And in the early 
days of Queensland, 
sugar with the aid of cheap black labour. 


it provided that 


company has on 
been a benefactor to the people, because 


is not due to. oe 


Senator REID.—Even in those cir- 
cumstances, the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company was providing sugar more 


cheaply than we could have secured it 
had the company not been in existence. 
Whatever may be one’s objections to ine 
methods of that Combine, it, 
nished an important lesson. Combines 
are a necessity. They are an unques-_ 
tioned factor in cheapening the price of | 
staple commodities. Even when 
a member of the Labour party, I ‘could. 
never understand the attitude of 


has: Aare, 


I Wag! 


me a 


associates in railing against Combines. 


Senator O’KEeErFe. a once | heard a oe 


great speech by the President, in this 


Chamber! against the Colonial Sugar Bean me : 


fining Company. It was full of facts — 
and figures which convinced me that the 
Oey has done ery. well indeed. 


y 
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Senator REID.—I am prepared t 
concede that. 


company; and still I repeat that it has 
proved of great benefit to the people. 


J am conversant with its activities. 
I have often been through its mills. 
No one can travel through the sugar 


districts of Queensland without coming 


to the conclusion that the Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company has exerted a highly 
beneficial influence. 

Senator Garpiner.—The same may he 
said of every other successful company, 
namely, that in making its own profits, 
and securing its own position, it has 
directly or indirectly benefited the com- 


munity. 


“Senator REID.--The Colonial Sugar 
Refining Company has never declared 
wonderful dividends. In recent years, 
at any rate, 8 per cent. has been about 
the average. We are apt to overlook the 
huge turn-over of this concern. The 
very magnitude of its operations has per- 
mitted it, upon a slight margin of profit, 
to return dividends amounting to about 
8 per cent. If other and far smaller 
concerns were to operate on so fine a mar- 
gin of profit, they would probably be com- 
pelled to cease activities. 

_ The Colonial Sugar Refining Company, 
has assisted to place thousands of farmers 
upon their feet, and I still say that, de- 


_ spite everything which may be urged 


against 1t, that company has been a bene- 
faetor to the State of Queensland. My 
honorable friends opposite are always in- 
veighing against Combines. Now, in- 


stead of fighting Combines, I desire to. 


control them. My own conviction is that, 
no matter what political party may be in 
power, we shall be driven to adopt.that 
course. To enable this to be done, it is 
absolutely essential that this Parliament 
should obtain greater’ constitutional 
powers. <A good deal has been said about 
the sugar industry and about the way in 
which it has been bolstered up.. Some of 
the fruit-growers have been making a 
great noise in this ‘connexion, and quite 
recently in Victoria an association was 
formed with the object of arousing the 
people of Australia to the’ manner in 
which the sugar industry has _ been 
coddled. I think that Senator Craw- 
ford, in his very excellent address—and 
I freely acknowledge that there is nobody 
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I am willing to grant all 
that has been said in oppesition to the 
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to place the real position of the sugar in- 
dustry before the people—has given a 
most convincing reply to these charges. 


‘Since they settled their contracts with the. 


fruit-growers, the jam makers of the 
Commonwealth have been using the 
fruit-growers and the general public ag. 
instruments with which to attack the . 
sugar industry. In my opinion, that in- 
dustry is the only one which hag yielded 

a profit as the result of Government con- 
trol of it. 

Senator Garprner.—But ‘the Govern- 
ment have to hand back that profit to the 
company. 

Senator REID.—Niothing of the kind. 

I do not know Hci what the profit 
amounts to 
Senator 
£500,000. 
Senator REIT D.—TI have here a balance- 

sheet—taken from the Southern Grocer— 
of the Cockatoo Preserves Limited, which 
I propose to quote in order that the fruit- 
esrowers may learn that it is not the sugar 
industry which has been making enor- 
mous profits. The jam manufacturers 
themselves. have been doing extremély 
well. The letter to which I I allude ‘5 
written by Mr. G. H. Pritchard, the secre- 
tary of the Australian Sugar "Producers 


Orawrorp. — Approximately — 


‘Association Limited, iand it is because of 


its direct answer to the charges made 
against the sugar industry that I intend 
to read it. It is as follows:— 


The directors of the Cockatoo Preserves 
Limited, in their half-yearly report, state that 
the result of the six months’ trading, 31st 
March, has been the best in the history of the 
company. 

‘Last year it was reported that the sales had 
increased 100 per cent. over those of the corre- 
sponding period of 1917, and it is pleasing to 
report that the deliveries of the past six 
months haye again increased over 100 per cent. 
(being fourfold those of the same period of 
1917). 


IT hope that Senator Pratten had. both 
ears open to that statement. 


The prospects for the second six months 
the year look very bright indeed, and 
directors feel confident that the annual bg 
sheet (which will be issued next Octgy 
prove equal to highest expectations, 
paid for the last six years have 
12 per cent, 


Senator Prarren.z 
senator know wh 
Senator BR 
that 1 
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been working at high pressure, 
quantities of jam have been manufactured from 
fresh fruits. Owing to the increased trade no 
British Imperial orders were manufactured 
during the six months. 


Actually this jam company had to refuse 
Imperial orders because its trade was so 


Pp krisk. 
Senator O’Krrrzr.—They could not get 
ships to carry their orders. 


Senator REID—The letter con- 
tinues :— | | 
Nearly two, million tins of canned fruits 


have been packed during the season. To cope 
with the increasing business it has been neces- 
sary to extend the buildings and put in addi- 
tional plant to the value of £6,000. . The usual 
interim dividend of 5 per cent. for the six 
months was declared. 
The riotous prosperity disclosed by this 
» palance-sheet is itself a good and _ all-sufficing 
answer to the squeal which is being put up by 
the southern manufacturers and their friends 
= against the Australian sugar industry. The 
results of the operations of Cockatoo Preserves 
Limited may be taken as typical of the pros- 
perity which these southern gentlemen are en- 
. joying owing to their having “had the privilege 
of using such extremely cheap sugar An Alus- 
tralia. 7 
In view of the for egoing balance-sheet, it is 
difficult to conceive a more blatant or colossal 
piece of impudence than the attack which it is 
proposed to make upon the Australian sugar 
industry. / 


Senator Prarren,—Although I may be. 


reasonably proud of having been a pioneer 
in the great jam and fruit preserving in- 
dustry of Australia, I may tell the honor- 


able senator that I am not at present. 


interested in it, either directly or in- 
directly. | 

Senator REID—I did not know of 
Senator Pratten’s relation to the jam in- 
dustry, but I do know that he has always 
spoken upon it as if hé knew what he was 
talking about. The letter which I have 
read supplies-a convincing answer to the 
attack which has been made on the Aus- 
tralian sugar industry. 

Senator - Pratren.—I thought f was 
he fruit-growers who were squealing 

at: ‘ 


ator REID.—The jam manufac- 
ter having completed their con- 
the” fruit-growers, are using 
ing them to squeal. Next 
the fruit-growers will 
ofits which the jam 
am in 
that the 
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and large ‘| 
‘whether we like it or not, and conse- 


_ order to save space. 
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it will be ae upon ° one auenny 


quently I trust that the Government will 
be successful im: their endeavours to com- 
plete the contracts into which they hav 
already entered. I am in favour of ex- 
tending their powers of control, not 
nierely to our primary industries, but apo 
to other industries, so long as such ex- 
tension is likely to prove-beneficial to the 
nation. 

Senator RUSSELL (Victoria 20 tem 


President of the Executive Council and 


Acting Minister for Defence) [12.46].—I i 


regret that Senator O’Keefe is absent 
from the chamber, because I think that 
we ought to have a rarer atmosphere in 
this chamber than is likely to be created 
by some of the statements which have 
tee made during the course of this de-. 
ate 
able senator making a charge, providing 
that he formulates a definite one. I have 
no objection to supplying any honorable — 
senator with any information that he 
may desire. Since I have been a mem- 
ber of this Chamber I have never de- 
clined to furnish an honorable senator 
with information without asking the pur-~ 
pose for which he desired it. But the — 


_ practice of saying that there is such-and-— 


such a,rumour afloat somewhere in South — 
‘Australia in regard to the Wheat Pool,~ 
thus re-affirming idle tittle-tattle, without 
giving Ministers an opportunity of 


I take no ‘exception to any honor- ~ 


El 
é 


answering a specific accusation, is repre- 


hensible in the extreme. N evertheless, 
certain serious charges have been. made 
which warrant a reply. I allude especi-— 
ally to the dispute about wool-dumping 
in Sydney. The first charge was that, as 
Chairman of the Wool Board, Sir Owen 
Cox did certain things. But Sir Owen. 


Cox was never associated with the Wool — 


Board except as an ordinary trader. But 
there was a Board which was organized 


by what is known~as the wool- -dumping — 


companies. In the old days it was a prac- 


tice to take away wool bales packed or 


dumped rather loosely. . The shipping 


companies, recognising that this method — 


could be improved upon, established eom- a 
panies for doubling dumping bales <in 


would not countenance the double dump- : 


tablished oe Oey oF these caer 


His Satay 


But the wool-grower 
and the wool-seller had nothing to do with _ 
the dumping. - Indeed, some of the men 


ing. After the shipping companies had oe 


the 8s. per bale.” 
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bevinn ta’ 
Bridges 
similar plant for the purpose, they alleged, 
‘of assisting in the rapid handling of the 


wool: The shippers themselves, 
charging a shipping rate for wool, always 
+ allowed 3s! per a for dumping, Dut 
probably the shipping companies. saved 
6s. or 7s. per bale in shipping space. Per- 
sonally I object to restrictions in any 
shape or form. - But the shippers said, 
“We will do our own dumping and take 
As a result, a dispute 
arose, and they declined to carry the wool 


- dumped by John Bridges and Company. 


Now, if- John’ Bridges and Company have 


ara right. to do this thing, then Senator 


n been decided. 


* 
( 


& 


uh 
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| fair to one another in these matters. 


‘Gardiner, Senator O’Keefe, or anybody 


else has an equal right to participate in’ 


‘this good thing—this dumping of wool at 
3s. per bale. The dispute has not yet 


Senatot Baxnap.—Did not John 


_ Bridges and Company establish their- 


plant with the encouragement of the 
Central Wool Board ? 


‘Senator RUSSELL. —They say that, 


but I have no confirmation of the etates 


-ment. The parties have agreed to sub- 
mit this matter to. the Shipping Con- 
troller in Great Britain for decision. 
There is no insinuation of wrong-doing ; 
it is an ordinary trade dispute. I pro- 
test against the suggestion that I am 
‘keeping anything in the dark. If Sena- 
tor O’Keefe, or any other honorable sena- 
tor, wants information, it can be obtained 
by an inquiry on the floor of the Senate. 

(Senator O’Krrrze—Did I ever say 
you kept anything in the dark? 

Senator RUSSELL.—No; but insinua- 
tions of that kind have been. made. 

Senator O’Kzrrz.—I made no insinua- 
Bon against you. 

Senator RUSSELL.—I did not say 
that the honorable senator did, but I ob- 
ject to this repetition of rumours. I ask 
honorable senators not to repeat any 
tattle. If they want information, I 

shall be glad to furnish it in connexion 


- With any Department over which I have 


any control. 
Senator O’Krrrzr.—I was referring to 
ome reports. — 

Senator RUSSELL.—We ought to be 
It hg 


| [22 Aueysr, 1919. ] 


hehe ‘the wool came in John’) 
and Company established a 
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been stated that the Government should 
have appointed a Royal Commission to 


inquire into wheat matters in New.South 


Wales, but I point out that this Govern- 
ment have no Le ign er to inquire into what 
are properly State functions. The Com- 
monwealth might as well be asked to ap- 
point a Royal Commission to inquire into 
the best method of growing potatoes in 
Victoria, or of sugar in Queensland. The 
Australian .Wheat Board controls only 
overseas sales. It is not responsible for 
the handling, collection, stacking, and 
preservation of the wheat. That is dis- 
tinctly a State function, over which I, as 
chairman of the Australian Wheat Board, 
have no control whatever. My responsi- 
bility beging when the wheat is delivered 
at the ship’s side for overseas sales. If I 
were to tell Mr. Grahame, the Minister in 
New South Wales; Mr. Peake, the Pre- 
mier of South Australia; or any other 
State Minister how to stack wheat, I 
would be asked to mind my own business. 
Senator Garprver.—Was it not your 
duty, when the State Board was selling 
whedt and giving an overseas option, to 
inquire into the matter? “hy 


Senator RUSSELL.—LI shall deal with a 
that matter in a moment. By virtue of © 
its constitution, the Australian Wheat 
Board is limited in the same way as the 
Commonwealth Government. The Board 
is not dominated by the Commonwealth, 
but 1s controlled by the States and the 
Commonwealth, and the State Boards 


have their distinet functions in just the 


same way as the State Parliaments have. 


T havé been asked about the Georgeson 
contract. JI am not going to offer any 
criticism of that matter. The subject. of 
oversea shipping came up in connexion 
with losses from mice and weevil, and it 
was a debatable question whether 
we should utilize shipping for inferior, 
wheat instead of reserving it for f.a.q. 
grade, so we called a conference o ar 
countants connected with the State Ye i 
Boards, to see if we could arrive a 
mon basis far action. In conne 
this matter, Mr. Grahame a 
following telegram, dates 
1919 :-— 


Re accountant’s z 
Sees Wheat, 
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The New South Wales Minister also sent 


the following cover letter, 
February, 1919 — 


I have to acknowledge receipt of your tele- 
gram of the 4th inst., stating that the replies 
of the other States in connexion with the above 
matter have not yet been received. 

In view of the delay that has occurred, and 


dated 6th 


y the evident reluctance of the other States to . 


come to a decision in regard to the report of 
the Committee of Accountants which was given 
to them on the 20th December, and considered 
at the last meeting of the Australian Wheat 
Board on the 21st ult., I feel that, in the in- 
terests of the New South Wales growers, the 
time has now arrived for definite action on my 
part. 

As you are aware, the State of New South 
Wales is more vitally interested in this matter 
than the other States owing to her ‘heavy 
stocks of inferior wheat, Efforts to sell this 
wheat have been much hampered by the system 
of pooling objected to, and which places any 
State having the largest quantity of none 
wheat at an unfair disadvantage. \ 

I would remind you that during the last six- 
teen months, and evér since the Conference held 
in September, 1917, when the matter was con- 
sidered, I have | objected to the proposed method 
of pooling, and have always held that no 
motion was passed which would give authority 
for such a method. A close examination of the 


verbatim report of the Conference proves this — 


ae be the case. 

This matter has lately been given the most 
eareful consideration by me, and I have now 
to inform you officially that 1 cannot accept or 
be bound by the method which has ‘been con- 
demned by the Committee of Accountants. I 
also desire to give notice that all future ex- 
port sales of inferior wheat will be made with- 
out reference to the Australian Wheat Board, 
and that all such sales since the inception of 
the Pool will be treated in the New South 
Wales account, as on the same basis as local 
sales. 

It was the original intention of the Board 
only to handle matters in connexion with the 
export. of f.a.q. wheat, and as no method of 
pooling inferior wheat has been devised— 
acceptable to all the’ States—I now contend 
that only f.a.q. can come under its control. 


_I replied as follows :— 


“Your letter of 6th February noted. Am 
waiting replies from Victoria and South Aus- 
tralia, 


plowing upon that telegram, I sent this 
. Mr. Grahame, under date 13th 
aly 1919: eine * 

“rence to my telegram to you of 10th 
‘ inform you “that the States of 
nstralia, and Western Aus- 
“7 approve of the adoption 
St, on the question of 


upon an alte-ation of the present. system, the 
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tial concessions to all States ‘exporting inferior — 
wheat, would retain the general principles of 
this scheme. As regards the penultimate para- 
graph of your letter of 4th inst., 1 can only | 
say that unless and until the Board agrees. 


right of any State to make overseas sales of 
wheat cannot be recognised. ar 
Senator O’Krrre.—You claim to et 
that power ? Pye 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes, when the — 
wheat comes into our possession for over- 
sea shipment, but we have no power to 
take wheat under the control of the State 
Boards. The first we heard of this sale 
officially was on the 25th February, 1919. 


Srt'ing suspended from I to 2.30 p.m. [ 
Senator RUSSELL.—I have two addi- 


tional letters to read from the correspon- 
dence between the Central Office of the 
Australian Wheat Board and the State ~ 
Wheat Office in Sydney, dealing with the . 
Georgeson contract. The Australian 
Wheat Board received an invoice from 
the New South Wales office, which indi- — 
cated that a sale had been made. It was — 
noted, and the following letter was sent 

to the Secretary of the State Wheat Board | 


on the subject :— 
20th February, 1919. 


To the Secretary, State Wheat Office, hb A 


Dear Sir, 
We note your invoices of 21st and 22nd Janu-_ 
ary, 1919, to Mr. George Georgeson, and that 
you show. shipments. per Mitsuki Maru, as 
forming portion of contract for 50,000° tons. 
Please “explain this, as we know nothing of 
such a contract. We presume the shipments res 
ferred to form part of contract for 50,000 bags, 
dated 23rd October, 1918. 


your invoices. 
Yours faithfully, 
J. A. LARNER, Secretary. 
; Willers! 
In reply, we received the followmg | 
letter :— | ) a 
State Wheat Office, 
Sydney, re February, 1919. 
Dear Sir, 


Invoices.—In. reply to your communication ge 
of 20th inst., I beg to state’that the invoices — 
of 2st and 22nd_ January for Mr. George 
Georgeson of shipments per s.s. Mitsuki Maru, — 
do not refer to the contract for 50,000 bags — 
for 4s. 9d., but to a subsequent sale. I am 
directed to: inform you that the Minister (Mr. 
Grahame) will make an explanation at'the ~ 


next meeting of the Wheat Board regarding ~ 4 


New South Wales export 
wheat. 


sales of inferior 


Yours faithfully, 
F. S. Diesy, Secretary. ‘ 


To the Secretary, Australian Wheat Board, 


If so, the price is > 
4s. 9d. per bushel, and not 4s. 5d., as shown on 


Equitable Buildings, Collins- sia ad Mel- ais : ( 
bourne. eh, ahaa ye asia 
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I then endeavoured to call a meeting of 


the Australian Wheat Board -at the 


earliest possible moment, but owing to 


the fact that influenza was raging 


throughout Australia at the time it was 


- lian Wheat Board. 


found impossible to get.the members to-. 


gether for a considerable time. The 
correspondence I have read explains the 
action taken by the Australian Wheat 
Board. I believe that sales of wheat 
were made by the New South Wales 
Wheat Board which shouid not have 
been made except through the Austra- 
There was no power 


* . under its Constitution to enable the Aus- 


cised by the Federal Government. 


tralian Wheat Board to prevent such - 


sales, but we effectively dealt with the 
matter under the Customs powers exer- 
A 
conference took place between the Acting 
Prime Minister (Mr. Watt) and the Min- 
ister for’ Trade and Customs (Mr. 
Greene), and I can say now  unhesitat- 


ingly, on the part of the Government, 


that, in future, there will be a prohibi- 
tion of the export of wheat or flour from 
Australia, unless the sale has received 


the approval of the Australian Wheat 


Board. 
Senator Prarren.—Since when has 
that arrangement been made? 

Senator RUSSELL.—Since we learned 
of the sale of wheat in Sydney to which 
I have referred. The arrangement was 
made as.a result of that sale. In future, 
no similar sale can be made because the 
wheat or flour sold under those condi- 
tions will not be exported. . 

Senator Prarren.—A good, many ship- 
ments, on account of the Georgeson con- 


- tract, have since been made without the 


consent of: the Australian Wheat Board. 
Senator RUSSELL.—We have not in- 
terfered with the Georgeson contract. 
We decided that it would be better, in all 
the circumstances, to allow that contract 
to be completed. A State Government is 
not in the same position as a private indi- 
vidual, and although the contract in 
question was one which we might not ap- 
prove of, it was not considered desirable, 


. iby refusing to permit it to be completed, 


te be completed, but no contract of the kind’ 


_ to raise a difficulty between the Common- 
- wealth Government and the Government 


of New South Wales. That contract will 


will be permitted in future unless it has 


the full approval, of the Australian . 
If it has not the ap- 


Wheat Board. 
proval of the Australian Wheat Board, 
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_ we shall not allow the wheat or flour con- 


tracted for to be exported. een 
Senator Prarren.—That practically 
gives the Government and the Australian. 
Wheat Board control of the matter. 
Senator RUSSELL.—Yes; it gives us 
absolute control. I have explained that 
the matter could not be dealt with by the 
Australian Wheat Board under its consti- 
tution, and it was necessary to exercise 
the Customs power of the Commonwealth 
Government to effectively deal with it, 
In connexion with the constant requests 


‘ 


made for information as to the operations 


of the Australian Wheat Board, I ‘appear 
to have reached a dead end. TI have en- 
deavoured by the use of every means to 
give the Senate and the public of Aus- 
tralia the fullest. possible information 
without reserve, excepting only such con- 
fidential communications in regard to 
shipping as it was considered should be 
kept secret owing to war conditions, and 
at the dictation of the Imperial Govern- 
ment. I have there a tabulated list of 


. quantities of wheat, which accounts, s0 


far as we know, for every grain of wheat 
in Australia. We have not, of course, 
been able to check the quantity of wheat + 
eaten by mice or destroyed by weevils. I ° 
have also a full statement of cash receipts 
and disbursements. There is a record of 
all receipts and all expenses. There is 
only one item of information missing 
from this statement, and it refers to con- 
tracts which have been entered into in re- 


spect of wheat which has not yet been 


delivered, and for which payment has not 

been received. I made a statement on 

this subject to the Senate only a few days 

ago. These reports in complete form 

have been handed to the press of Aus- 

tralia every week since my connexion with 

the Wheat Board. I am unable to com- 

pel their publication in full by the news- 

papers. The reports have often been con- 

densed. by the newspapers, but that is not 
my fault. I make the statement also 
that any member of the community in-, 
terested in the matter may have a feed 

statement of the same kind sent tg 
week by week. ' | 
_ Senator Prarren.—Are not i 
ments published fully in + 
nals ? 3 
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people who will not read them, but any 
one concerned in the matter has only to 
make application to- have them sent to 
him every week. 

Senator Prarren~—They have been 
published every month in the trade jour- 
d rials. 

Senator RUSSELL.—That is so. I 
know that as a private member of the 
Senate I received all kinds of papers, and. 
often wondered at the waste of printing. 
On that account, I have no desire to send 
out reports which will be consigned to the 
waste-paper basket; but, upon request, 
any person interested in this matter will 
be supplied with these statements. 


Tt was not competent for me yesterday, | 


under the Standing Orders, to make a re- 
ply to the very serious statements made by 
Senator Pratten, and I desire, therefore, 
at a later stage to place on official record 
the statement) which I gave to the press 
in reply to Senator Pratten, and which I 
was prevented from making here under 
the Standing Orders. 
Some complimentary references have 
been made to the operation of the Pools, 
‘although honorable senators are in some 
cases disturbed in their minds with re- 
gard to individual cases, and I wish to 
say that before this Bill leaves the Senate 
I shall be prepared to meet any challenge 
in regard to any particular action. I do 
not claim that the administration of the 
Pools has been perfect. In the conditions 
under which we have been living it would 
have been wonderful if it had been so. 


Not the least of the difficulties which 


have had to be contended against has 
been the tremendous work thrown upon 
members of the Government.. Let me say 
quite candidly that we have not had a 
sufficient number of Ministers to do the 
work of Australia duting the war period. 
I make no secret of that.. I feel that I 
have personally done all that was humanly 
possible for me to do, but on thousands 
of occasions I wished for more time than 
was at sik ag Shas, to look into different 


ae in rae own ivnds 
SSELL.—I admit that, but 


~before the Senate. 


had to do during the war, and they must a 
be given time for the consideration of 


questions of policy. 
Senator NEEDHAM. aoe had six 
months of recess. 


ve j 
Senator RUSSELL. ean “say tha a 
during the six months of the recéss Zz “ 


never put in a day of less than thirte 
or fourteen* working hours;. 
had to give up the bulk of the week- -end 

to the study of Bills which have to come 


be said of other members of the Govern- 
ment.. I do not make any excuse on this 
account. 
all the transactions of the Departments 
in my charge. 
them, and to give some explanation of 


what may be regarded as blunders | on the ) 


part. of those Departments. 

Senator O’Kxrrrz.—In the face of that 
statement the Government would not ap- 
point a Minister representing Tasmania 


when an opportunity to make an estat 


ment occurred! 


Senator RUSSELI1 dhould Bia 


see Senator O’Keefe appointed as a Min- 
ister, because we are all wiser after -ex- 
perience of Ministerial office. . No doubt 


his opportunity will come within reason-— 
able time, and I wish him good luck when 
He has generally been very fair, — 


it does. 
and when his turn comes to act as a Min: 


ister of the Crown I expect to be equally : 


fair to him. 


We have been told that Australian 
wheat farmers have been greatly disap-— 


and I ie 
The same thing may 


I accept full responsibility for 


IT am prepared to defend — 


- 


pointed when they have read of the ~ 
guarantees given to wheat-growers by the ~ 


Governments of the 


United States of 


America, Canada, and Great Britain. Er 
have always considered that the Austra- 


lian Government did not get quite as much - 
for Australian wheat from Great Britain ~ 
as possibly we ought to have received. I 
may have been biased in that view by 


my connexion with the Wheat Pool. But — 
I ask honorable senators what power we 
had to compel the Imperial Government _ 


to give us a higher price than they offered — 


for our wheat. We had to sell our wheat — 
at the price offered, on hold it, and we 


could not afford to hold it.. 


Reference if, 
has been made to the London parity, and — 


I want to say that we were selling wheat i 
as low as 4s. per bushel to France at™one 
period in 1916-17, when it was being sold 


locally for 4s. 9d. per bushel, or 9d. over 
the London parity. If the wheat farmer — 
ants the London ay for his hin ae: 


Saba Sg ve 


niga f 


AC LRALS try? 
ie SF, a 4 
He Eb i 
my 
' 


\ all he time, dnd believes that: the price 


i, 


, a 


should change. with every fluctuation of 
the London market, he must consider the 


do justice to the local 
‘secure for the wheat farmer the London. 


fairness of a request that he should re- 
turn to the local consumer the 9d. per 
bushel above the London parity which we 
extracted from him at the time to which 
I have referred. I say that we tried ‘to. 
consumer, and 


parity if possible. The price guaranteed 


by the United States of America has been. 
quoted, but we should have the whole 


story. I could give. Australian wheat 
farmers a guarantee of the same price as 


Was guaranteed by the United States of 


America if this Parliament would con- 
sent to do what was done in America, 


a namely, vote thousands of millions of dol- 
lars to make up the loss}; or, in other 


_ United States. 


words, give a direct subsidy to the wheat 
farmers as was done in Canada and the 
I believe that in Great 
Britain, in*trying to maintain cheap 
foodstufts | during the war, no less than 


- £1,080,000 was paid directly by the Im- 


perial Treasurer. Are we prepared to do 


_ that in the interests of wheat-growers ? 


We had to deal in wheat under the worst 
commercial conditions that ever existed in 
the history of the world. 

Senator Gardiner referred to profiteer- 
ing by the: Commonwealth steam-ships 
purchased by Mr. Hughes. We all agree 


now that that was a very wise purchase. 


consequence, there were long delays. 


tons of wheat to France. 


Those vessels were not purchased for the 
carriage of wheat alone. Mr, Hughes, on 
his first visit to England, sold 200,000 
This was in 
1917, and the wheat was taken to’ France 
by the Commonwealth steamers. 
French ports were disorganized, and, as a 
The 
steamers further, had to go many miles 
out of their way to dodge submarines, 
and all this added to the expense and the 
insurance charged. Our ships were em- 


ployed for twenty-two months in convey- 


ing wheat to France, and the cost involved 
was not met by the farmers, but by the 


wheat purchasers in France, who obtained 


supplies at a fair price. 
Senator Mutcany.—Whaj was 


the 
freight 2 | 


Senator RUSSELL.—About 120s. per 


ton. Our ships were a “re drop in the 


- ocean compared with the svorld’s available 


_ shipping. 


The British Government sub- 
sequently xequisitioned all British ship- 
ping; ane aa that we were in th 
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war as one people, we fell in with the ar- 
rangement. Although our ships were not 
requisitioned, we complied with the prin- 
ciple of common control during the whole 
period in regard to conditions and freights. 
We did not determine the freights. It has 
been-said that we made profits out of the 
farmer. The freights obtained enabled 
us to make a very reasonable profit; but - 
the bulk of that was made in back loading. 

What could be done with the ships? At 


the time of the 1917 strike) a vessel return- 


ing from Great Britain was offered and 
accepted a cargo of coal for Port Said, at 
a freight of £6 per ton. Could we. 
Seeing that a big strike 
was m progress, those controlling ship- 
ping suggested that the vessel should 
carry a cargo of coal from Colombo 
to Australia, or a cargo from Colombo 
to San Francisco. We knew very well 
that if the boat came here she would 
not be unloaded, and we therefore ar- ~< 
ranged that she should: be despatched with 


a full cargo from Colombo to San Fran- 


cisco, at.a freight rate of 90s. per ton. 
When the vessel reached San Francisco, 
and had completed her discharge, she pro-*\ 
ceeded to Vancouver, and from there re- 
turned to Australia. .I think we made 
approximately £60 per ton profit on the 
round trip, and that, and other such 
profits have gone into the shipping busi- 
ness, 

Senator Kzaring.—Was that one of the 
Commonwealth vessels? 

Senator RUSSELL.—It was the Yan- 
kadilla, one of the ships of the Common- 
wealth Fleet. 

Senator Suannon.—Such profits were 
not made at the expense of the farmers. 

Senator RUSSELL.—No. Our boats 
have been used principally in carrying 
wheat from Australia to France. 

Questions have been asked as to why 
there is an embargo on the expor- 
tation of flour to certain countries, includ- 
ing Egypt, and why. private individualg 
have not been. allowed to charter fre 
If private individuals had been al 
charter, the States would have be 
to do likewise, andthe co 
space would have made. 
For that reason, f 
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when permission was refused we were sub- 


sequently able to secure space at about 


half the rates previously quoted. We re- | 
quisitioned vessels, I think quite legally, 


but a case has been brought against us for 
£50,000 for requisitioning two Finnish 
boats, which we did with the full con- 
sent of the Russian authorities. 

It has been said that certain woollen 
manufacturers could not obtain supplies 
of wool in Australia, but I have records 
to show that our fellmongering industry 
has never done so well before. Not only 
has the industry been kept going at its 
fullest capacity, but new works have been 
erected in various parts of the Common- 
wealth, and double the quantity of skins 
has been treated since the inception of the 
Pool. 

Senator O’Kerrr.—That is very valu- 
able information, and will remove a lot ot 
misunderstanding. 

Senator RUSSELL. —Senator Ferricks 
was anxious to know details of our agree- 
ment with the Colonial Sugar Refining 
Company. We purchase raw sugar ot 
94 per cent. net titre at £21 per ton, 
but the average strength of the sugar 1s 
96 per cent. net titre, which i is higher than 
that stipulated in the contract, and, there- 
fore, there is an added cost of 8s, 11d., 
making the total cost of raw sugar f.o.b. 


£21 8s. lld. per ton. The Govern- 
ment recoups the company for the 
actual cost of freight, £1 12s. 8d., 


which ineludes marine insurance, harbor 
dues, exchange, sacks, wharfage, and land- 
ing charges. ‘The refining charge of £1 
7s. 6d. per ton includes wages, coal, char- 
coal, water, delivery of refined sugar in 


towns, cartage, lighterage, and fire in- 
surance. . The cost of packages is 11s. per 


ton. The selling charge is 7s. per ton, and 
includes salaries and contributions to staff 
and wage earners’ provident, funds, office 
rents and rates, exchange on refined 
sugar, remittances.and charges, as well as 
taxes. Over and above that, the Colonial 
moar Refining Company recelve a man- 
s charge of £1 per ton to cover the 
we company’s services and its capi- 
rovide interest thereon. 

officially place on record in 
ver to Senator Pratten’s 
eead that reply as it 


Senator RUSSELL.—The fizures were 


compiled by the accountants of the Wheat 
Boards in the different States, who met 


in conference, but I accept full Minis- 


terial responsibility for their aceur acy 
The press statement is as follows :— 


" 


He (Senator Russell) regarded ie as im- 
perative to place .on record the real facts 
on account of the pessimistic note. 
had been. struck by Senator Pratten, 
the unsteadying effect it 
the value of wheat scrip to the farmer. 


assumed by Senator Pratten to have been 


Activities Bill. 1 


) 


that — 
and 
would have on 
‘The — 
rail freights, Senator Russell explained, were — 


omitted from the expenditure shown as having 


been met by the various Pools: Everybody 
could, of course, recognise that the Railways 
Commissioners were not philanthropists, and 
they insisted upon prompt cash for 
transport. Senator Pratten has 


still to be added. 
where wheat had still to be hauled. These 
erroneous assumptions made Senator Pratten’s 
figures valueless. 
that of the balance of the 1915-16 
3,821,000 bushels were represented by dust and 
ashes. This was entirely erroneous. 
wheat was now being treated, and in some 
cases without treatment was being accepted by 
the British Wheat Commission as f.a.q. wheat. 
There was, 


not be ascertainable until the stacks were 
cleaned up. Senator Pratten had further 
stated that the South Australian 1916-17 


Pool showed’a loss of 4,000,000 bushels. 
enator Russell) was not clear as to where 


Senator Pratten had got his data, as he was 
not in a position to say what the outturn 

would ultimately prove to be, or what propor- 
tion of the loss would be chargeable to the ~ 
The losses were not — 
likely to be anything like as heavy as Senator 
On the South Austra- — 
lian 1917-18 Pool Senator Pratten claimed that 
There — 
would "be no loss on the 1917-18 Pool, apart 


British Government. 
Pratten had estimated. 
the loss would be 2,000,000 bushels. 


from slight damage by weevil. There was every 


reason fs believe find this would be more than 
Mor Wi 
example, 3,000,000 bushels had been shipped 


compensated for by the gain in weight. 


from South Australia, and only 10 per cent. 
had required treatment. 
the loss had been less than 1 per cent. 


The estimated loss in New South Wales was cis 
given by Senater Pratten at 6,000,000 bushels. % 
There had been no such admission by the New © 


South Wales authorities, and it was  confi-- 


dently believed that the loss would not aya 

Oni thes: 
South Wales 1917-18 Pool the loss wag 
estimated by Senator Pratten at 3,000,000 © 
This was ridiculous, Mh 
issued by the “. 
Wheat Board on llth August of this year — 


proximate anvthing like that figure. 
New 


bushels through weevil. 
as the following statement 


would show. —.The total alount. recetved ‘into 


the Pool, Senator Russell said, was shown Cee 
represented — cet 
0,752,000 pases, and the deliveries es mil ioe 


33,715, 000 bushels. Shipments. 


wheat. 204) 
based his: 
deduction on the assumption that railage had 

' This would only be the case — 


Senator Pratten had stated — i 
wheat. 


This © 
of course, some loss, which would ~ 


He 


& 


Of this 10 per cont, i 


4 


\ 


Earnnereige ; 


stocks 


The millers’ 
were 785,000 bushels, or a total of 32,059,000 


‘Ters 90,522, 000 hushely, 


bushels. The balance to be accounted for was 


1,656,000 bushels, whereas Senator Pratten had 


said that 3,000,000 bushels had been lost. The 


shippers had substantial quantities in hand, 


which could only be ‘determined by the élean- 
up 

"Phe Victorian loss was given by Senator 
Pratten at +4,000,000 bushels through. weevil. 
This was absolutely wrong—no such loss had 
taken place. The known > gajn in weight on 


the 1915-16 Pool was ‘shown as. being 
-» 725,000 bushels on the deliveries made 
here. Senator Pratten stated that from 


COL Pratten, 


_ board. 
by the Australian Wheat Board on receipt of 


“much of the 


“| euracy. 
to attempt to do so, and any statement would 
have been’ liable to be most misleading. 
general effect of the mouse plague on the 


‘freight. 


Some States had extensive plants, 


£1,000,000 to £2,000,000 was still owing to the 
growers, Senator Pratten had overlooked the 
fact that on the 1915-16 Pool a payment of 


4s, 9d. per bushel had been made in Victoria, 


and New South Wales, and 4s. 73d. in South 
Australia and Western Australia. Not only 
had rail freight been deducted, but also hand- 
ling charges “and substantial dockages. The 
rail freight appeared to have confused Sena- 
This was the only varying 
charge made against growers, and it was ad- 
justed as soon as possible, so that all growers 
might be placed on an equality for future pay- 
ments. For the 1915-16 Pool an adjustment 
had been, made on the third advance, which 
was l1s., less rail freight and handling. For the 
1916- 17 and 1917-18 Pools the adjustments had 
not yet been made.. For the 1918-19 Pool a 
substantial advance, which was considered to 
be at the time the approximate value of the 
wheat, was made. The rail freight was ad- 
justed in the first advance, except in the case 
of New South Wales, where the State: Govern- 
ment had pledged itself to make an advance of 
4s. net, irrespective of. rail charges to the sea- 
Financial statistics were issued weekly 


advices from the States, Senator Russell ¢con- 
tinued, and they were on a cash basis. There- 


fore they could not reflect the true position of 


the individual Pools as a profit and loss ac- 
eount would. They showed all the cash ex- 
penditure to date. 
freight paid was included, and also the bank 
interest. Of course,-future expenses were not 
shown, nor rebates to country mills for rail 
On the other hand, the expenditure 
of a capital nature on items such as iron and 
timber was included. Their value could not 
be stated until the time came for realization. 
and they 
were also included, As he had endeavoured to 
show by: interjection. while Senator Pratten 


was speaking, the moneys Senator Pratten con- 


sidered still owing to growers were practically 
covered by all the dockages made on delivery. 


ay 


On the New South Wales 1916-17 crop it was_ 


well known dockages were very heavy, owing to 
wheat being pinched by the 
weather, and this fully covered the amount. the 
senator stated was still owing., It was the 
intention of the State Boards to make publie 


the position as regards the losses as soon as 


could be done with some degree of real ac- 
Hitherto it would have been futile 


The 
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1917 crop was well known; but until the 


stacks were within a reasonable distance of 


being cleaned up it was incapable of being 
estimated or even approximated. There must 
be some disappearance, and there must be some 
loss through damage; but ill-considered state- 
ments did not help to throw the faintest 
glimmer of light on a very difficult question. 


Senator Prarren.—How can you say 
that I am wrong? 

Senator RUSSELL.—I do not rena 
to debate the matter at this stage. I have 
read the statement so that it may be 
officially recorded, and I shall have an 
opportunity of answering criticism when 
the Bill is in Committee. It is my respon- 
sible duty, however, to correct at the 
earliest possible moment what I believe 
to be the misleading statements of ‘Senator 
Pratten. In doing so I have no desire 
other than to arrive at the real truth of 
the whole matter. If, in the course of 


Commitee debate, Senator Pratten should 


be able to prove that my figures in re- 
buttal are not accurate, I shall be just as 
ready to accept his correction as I am 
anxious at the present moment to give 
the farmers the truth, the whole truth, 
and nothing but the truth, 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Bill read a second time. 

In Committee: 

Clause 1 (Short title). 

Senator GARDINER (New South 
Wales) [3.3].—In discussing this clause I 
desire to say some of the things which the 
new standing order prevented me from 
uttering in the course of my second-read- 
ing remarks. 

Senator Rerp.—We offered to give you 
half an hour extra, but you would not 
take it. 

Senator GARDINER.—tThis Bill has 
been described by the Minister as “‘ five 
Bills in one.’’? Within the period al- 
lotted by the new standing order, no 
member of this Chamber could have b 
expected to present all his views 
even one of the five features of th 
Senator Crawford gave a most inte 
in which he confined bh’ 
almost entirely to the topic o 
He received an extension of 
even then was cut off in the 
important statement. 
tors, therefore, sh 


Senator 
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Senator GARDINER.—It is not quite * aibiock maui of ‘she measure itself. , ha 


v fair, but I place the responsibility for the 
unfairness of the ‘position upon the 
shoulders of the Minister. He availed 
himself of the opportunity, 

of the new standing order, to introduce 

a measure which he irneett admitted was 

five Bills in one. . He held the Bill back 

until such time as the Senate would be 
forced to consider it under the limitation 
of the new standing order. That is an 


unpleasant fact, which will take a lot of- 


explaining away. Even at this stage I 
am to be permitted to speak for only a 
quarter of an hour. I hope, therefore, 
that 1 shall not be interrupted. 
Senator Fotu.—You can have as ey 
quarters of an hour as you like. 
Senator GARDINER.—I thank: the 
honorable senator for his reminder. The 
only thing that surprises me with respect 
to Senator Foll is that since he has been 
in this Chamber he has not appointed 
himself either President or Chairman of 
Committees. He always strikes me as 
regarding himself as a personality of such 
importance that he must set himself up 
in control of the business of the Senate, 
r A and must‘ tell every one how to conduct 
that business. 
- Senator Foiu.—sel thought you might 
be glad to know that you may speak for 
more than one quarter of an hour. 
Senator GARDINER.—I shall be 
obliged if Senator Foll will allow me to 
occupy this particular quarter of an hour 
without further interruption. 
The Committee has now to consider the 
short title of the Bill, although we have 


not been given sufficient time to debate. 


the subject-matter of the Bill itself. 
Senator Crawford and Senator Pratten 
required extensions of time to permit 
them each to deal with merely one phase 
of this important measure; and even then 
they were not able to present the whole 
of their arguments. They found them- 
ves handicapped by having to keep one 

an their notes and the other on the 
I trust that in my efforts at. this 
the Minister will not accuse me of 
ction. I am battling for the last 
s of the right of honorable sena- 

ress their views fully and ade- 
t is the short title of this 


you put it any 


under cover 


—Order! ! 


. pying those remaining five minutes: in’ 


Se eaph yy 3 his voli: Pad cake at 
hie ia 


Clause 1 states—- 


} 
This Act may be btad as ‘the Commercial P| 


Activities Act 1919.» { 


It would probably be more pee en- 


titled ‘‘ The Commercial Activities Bill 
1919 with respect to one or two commer- 
cial activities of the people of the ae 
monwealth.”’ 
Senator Baxnap.—That would be no 
improvement. 5 
Senator GARDINER.—It mnighe iba! 
cited as ‘‘ The Commercial Activities Bill — 
in relation to the primary production of 
the country.”’ 
Senator Baxuap. —That would. be ie. 
better, either. eo 
Seyiator GARDINER. me ‘‘ with re-— 


* 


gard to the pooling of the primary pro-. He ; 


ducts of Australia in the matter of wheat, 
wool, dairy produce, sugar, and flax.’ 
Senator Baxuap.—Redundant! 
Senator GARDINER.—What | 
mercial activities are we to engage in dur- 
ing 1919? 
is that there should have been no Bill at 
all. Neither a short title nor a long title, 


-nor any single clause dealing with these 


subjects, should have been “introduced. 
Senator Bakhap pointed out that the only 
thing which constitutionally justifies ‘the — 
introduction of this measure is that it: 
seeks to empower the completion of cer- 
tain contracts which have already been — 
entered into. 
tracts entered into,.there are already — 
powers under which the Government may 
carry out thése contracts, and there is no 
need to ask Parliament to pass a Bill as 


to which there is a doubt concerning our 


constitutional powers. : 

Senator Baxnap.—tI am of that same 
opinion. 

Senator GARDINER.—TIf the object ¢ oe 
this Billis to carry on commercial aetivi- 


My objection to the short bith © “s 


If there have been con- : 


coms aL 


ties in relation to the contracts into which. a 


we have already entered 


The CHAIRMAN (Senator Shaunoaye) 


Senator 


GARDINER.—I assure you, 


The honorable senator is Pte ei 
cussing the whole scope of the Bill. © 


sir, that when I set out to discuss the Pi: 
bhinis measure I shall base my remarks oe 


upon a much wider foundation than the a 
I have’ only another five one 


short title. 
‘minutes in which I may be permitted to 


speak upon this occasion; but if thew i 
Chairman cares. to dispute the orderli-_ pe} 


ness of my conduct, I do not mmd occu 
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[ The CHAIRMAN:—Order! I am here Seriously, however, I desire. to address 

only to carry out the Standing Orders. myself to the short title of this Bull. 
Senator GARDINER.—Quite so, and Hew is the title of any measure decided 

not to follow the example of the Presi- upon? Is it not by using the phrase 
dent, and check me at every turn. which will most briefly and best describe 
The CHAIRMAN. —Order! The hon- the subject-matter of the Bill itself? I 

orable senator knows that he is not in , repeat that I will be im order in discuss’ 
order in making references of that charac- ™g the whole Bill while basing my re- 
ae marks upon the short title. If the Chair- 
Senator CARDINER. Then, if the Man 1s of opinion that such is not the 
truth is to be told, when @ither you, Mr. case, I shall be instantly prepared to con- 
‘Chairman, or the President happen to be best his ruling, ‘1 eat 6 him ito say 
in occupancy of the chair I shall never be No.’ What will follow? My dissent 
in order. I do not mind telling you that from his ruling will be placed before the 
I fully realize that. I assure you that. President. The President—one may be 
if I were to proceed as I now propose to quite certain—will uphold the ruling of 
do, and were to discuss the whole scope the Chairman ; and that attitude, in 
of this measure under cover of considera- rn, will be supported by the majority 
tion of the short title, and that if you of honorable senators. Nevertheless, I 
eee reals tHe ott of OO TEE will be right, and the Chairman, and the 
The CHAIRMAN .—The honorable President, and the majority of honorable 
senator would have his remedy if I should 8°"20rs will be wrong. ear dis- 
he compelled to rule him out of order. cuss the short title, surely we will be in. 
ete. GARDINER. — Yes; that order in endeavouring to ascertain how 

: wad the short title is decided upon. ‘The 

‘remedy Gea eee Aa Sau to appea! basic motive is that the shore title shall 
ee ana a) Rie ia Honorable be descriptive of the measure. This short 

e at 


. ‘ ah + d deans title does not accurately describe the Bull, ® 
. senator wi 'e qui e in oraer in a, x d th. i ‘ 1 “hi ap 
- with the title of the Rill in the Daiie n ere 1S NOt a Ciause Witnin lbs pages 


which I may not review when dealing with 
of his remarks up6n clause 1, but he can- the short title itself. If you, Mr. Chair- 
not make a second-reading speech. If man, rule that’ I am not entitled. to pro- 
he persists in his endeavour to do GO ed tae manner, I shall certainly 
shall have to rule him out of order. dissent from your ruling. Then, what 
_ Senator GARDINER.—I do not wish will happen? We will go through the. 
my position in the Committee tq be the farce of witnessing your appeal to the 
* same as it has become in the Senate, President. That is to say, the appeal will 
namely , that the President, who appa- go from a biased Chairman to a more 
rently imagines he is a schoolmaster, €n- biased President, whereupon the Presi- 
deavours to catch me slipping in “the use dent will appeal to be backed up in his. 


or utterance of some word, and tries to sittitude to a still more biased Senate; 
make me employ it with an emphasis and, thereupon 


_ which he deems to be correct, or to use Senator BaxKHar. ——Play: the game! 
it in some other sense from that which I hak is sree. fair: 


had designed. I intend to assert my rights Senator GARDINER.—If the honor- 
In Committee, and the sooner the neces- apje senator says it is not fair, it must be 


sity for that course is forced upon me }4;,} 
su siweriate gh time for me to resume my seat. It 
the better. I am just in the humour to would be useless to proceed further. 


have it out here and now. . i" | 
_ Senator Baxnap.—tIn the circumstances, Ayer ares: 
oe. it may be wise to report progress. ™~ MORATORIUM BILL. 
“Senator GARDINER. —Yes, for the Seoaen Reape: 
next time I “go out’’ it will "be a case 
"4 ne ERO ee ‘Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 
+ of “‘ wigs on the green’’; and I am free 
Bet ae express my satisfaction that. should Acting ME of the Be Council and 
such’ occasion arise there will, at any “CDS inister for De ence) [3.15 ].— 
rate, be a fairly powerful party in ogeu- In moving-- 
_ pancy of the chair. It would be scarcely. That this Bill be now read a second time, 
* fair if the Chairman at such an unhappy I desire to say that it possesses th 
‘ time chanced to be of the build of, Say; qualification associated with It 
Xai aepelor Needham.’ “measure we were considering, j 


y 


ey ¥ i r 
Ge oe cae Pom ine f ‘a 
+ gent MA bee : ) } i ry 
ep a ‘ ee : oe 
J - 5 " y ) ey : ae 


11876 Moratorium 


really consists of two Bills. It relates to 
the extension of the general moratorium, 
with. which most honorable senators are 
familiar, and also to ‘the special mora- 
torium in the cases of men who have been 
engaged on active service. Everybody re- 
yo that during the period of war 


a condition of things arose which was dis- 


concerting to most men, and which par- 
ticularly affected obligations of a financial 
character. It was necessary to insure 
thals our business community should not 
be harassed by financial obligations 
falling upon them at a time when such 
happenings would have resulted in 
general chaos. When the moratorium 
regulations were introduced, it was de- 
cided that they should be terminated 
either upon the ratification of peace or 
three months thereafter. Now it is re- 
cognised that it would be unwise to make 
all mortgages fall due upon one parti- 
cular date. That would probably produce 
financial chaos, Consequently, it has 
been decided to establish a graduated 
schedule, which will enable these debts to 
, be honorably met, and which will, indeed, 
y facilitate their payment. The dates sug- 
gested in the general moratorium upon 
which the principal sum secured iby 
mortgage shall become due for repayment 
are as follows:—For the period before 
the ist January, 1915, February, 1920; 
for the period between 1st January and 
81st December, 1915, both dates in- 
elusive, March, 1920; for the period be- 
tween ist January and 31st December, 
1916, both dates inclusive, April, 1920, 


for the period between 1st January and | 


31st December, 1917, both dates in- 
clusive, May, 1920; for the period be- 
tween ist January and 81st December, 
1918, both dates inclusive, June, 1920; 
for the period between ist January, 1919, 
and the date of the termination of the 
war,-as declared by proclamation, both 
dates inclusive, July, 1920. 

Senator Prarren.—That will spread 
the whole of the liabilities incurred 
during the war over a period of six 
moniths. 

Senator RUSSELL.—Yes; subject. to 
such orders as may be made by the 
Courts. 


Senator Prarren.—Does the Bill pro- 
wie for appeals? , | 
tor RUSSELL.—Yes. The Bill 


ys that the Courts shall decide, 
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OBE es 


from the stand-point of good conscience, 
what is a fair thing during the war period. 
Senator Prarren.m—What Courts? | 

Senator RUSSELL.—In cases in which 
the amount involved is over £2,000, 
either the High Court or the Supreme 
Court: of a State. 


Local Court presided over 


Dy ee 
stipendiary magistrate. | 
torium. In regard to the protection of 
those who have been engaged on active 
service and their dependants, the Bill 
exiiends even to the hire-purchase system, 


under which the great majority of our « 


working people purchase furniture. Such 


persons are protected to the extent of © 


These are the 
principles underlying the general mora- © 


Cases in which lesser — 
amounts are involved may be decided by 
a District Court, a County Court, ora 


ey 2 


£100 in regard to their personal belong- — 


ings. Again, there are many men who, 
pie they may have been in possession 
of valuable assets during the war period, 
were not able to realize upon them owing 
to the lack of transport. This measure 


will prevent such men bemg driven — 


through the Courts. The Bill is very 
technical, and I do not propose to attempt 
to explain its provisions in 


phraseology. Any explanation that may — 
be desired will be forthcoming in Com- ~ 


rae 


mittee. | ail ie 
Debate (on motion by Senator | 
McDoveatr) adjourned. ; 
ADJOURNMENT, » 


MINISTERIAL REPRESENTATION OF TAS- ~ 
MANIA—RETURNED WAR WORKERS— | 


TRANSPORT OF DzxcrAsED 

BrELONGINGS—SECRET TREATY 
IMPORTATIONS. 
‘Motion (by Senator 

posed— | 
That the Senate do now adjourn. : 


SOLDIERS’ © 
} With 
JAPAN—MILITARY °‘REMOUNTS—SUGAR 


Bae 


RussELtL)  pro- hi 


Senator O’KEEFE (Tasmania) [3.21]. 
—I embrace this opportunity to refer to 


the statement which was made by the 


Vice-President of the Executive Council © 


(Senator Russell) during the course of 


4 
airs 


legal 


his speech in reply, upon the motion for 


the second reading of the Commercial 
- Activities Bill. The honorable gentleman 
in that statement was good enough to ~ 
confirm what I have affirmed several | 


i 


times at public meetings in Tasmania 
during the past few months. Whatt he’ 


} 


4 EE fed i « ! 


a 
t 45} 
hy ; 


said relates to a matter of very great im- 
portance to that State. Ever since the 


YUN Aaa 


at 


Adj ournment. 


if [22 Aue 


inception of Federation, it has. been ithe 
custom for each State to be represented 
in the Oabinet. Seeing that there are 
‘only six States and that there are about 
twelve Ministers, obviously, each State 
should have at least one representative 
in the Ministry. Owing to the fact that 
Tasmania has had no representative in 
the Cabinet during the past eight months, 
it has not recéived that amount of con- 
sideration to which it is entitled. During 
the period in question, many matters of 
grave importance to Tasmania have been 
dealt with by Cabinet. This afternoon 
_ Senator Russell frankly confessed that 
there is a necessity for the appointment 
‘of more Minis‘ers to enable them to cope 
_with the multifarious duties of govern- 
ment, especially since the activities of the 
Commonwéalth have been increased to 
such an enormous extent. His statement 
emphasizes the need for the Government 
immediately considering the position as 
they have been urged to consider it by 
the electors of Tasmania. The remedy 
is in the hands of Ministers them- 
selves. Both in this Chamber and the 
other branch of the Legislature they 
have quite a number of supporters 
from whom they could choose a 
worthy Ministerial representative of the 
State of Tasmania. In the Senate they 
have three followers who have had’ Minis- 
terial experience either in the State or 
Federal arena. In another place they 
have four supporters, any one of whom 
would be able to discharge’ the onerous 
duties of Minister equally as well as do 
the majority of the present Ministers. 
This is a matter of vast importance to 
‘Tasmania, and I urge the Vice-President 
of the Executive Council to bring it before 
the Cabinet. I quite agree with him that 
Ministers are only human, and that they 
have to work long hours. During the 
recent recess, I believe that some Minis- 
ters were called upon to give close atten- 


tion to their duties daily for thirteen 


- hours out of the twenty-four. This con- 


dition of affairs can be corrected if Min- 


‘isters — wish to correct it, and I submit 
that it is their duty to remedy the exist- 
‘ing anomaly as soon as possible. 

Senator FOLL (Queensland) [3. PAN ore 
I desire to refer to the position of various 
war workers who left Australia while the 


war was in progress, either as munition 


workers in England or in some other 
capacity, having been engaged by the 


et Imperial authorities through the Com- 


Od ys i 


TS, AO LOS |). 
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monwealth Government. I brought this 
matter under the notice of the Minister 
for Repatriation (Senator Millen) the 
other day, when I pointed out that many 
of these men, upon their return to Aus- 
tralia, found themselves in a very difficult 
position by reason of the fact that they 
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were unable to obtain any assistance from 


the Repatriation Department, because 
they had not been members of the Aus- 
tralian Imperial, Force. As a matter of 
fact, while the recruiting campaign was 
in progress, quite a number of these men 
endeavoured to enlist, but were rejected; 
owing to some minor physical defect. 
Thereupon they offered themselves as war- 
workers, and their services were eagerly 
accepted by the Australian Government 
on behalf of the Imperial authorities. 
The Minister for Repatriation asked me 
to bring before him some definite case of 
this kind. I have here’a letter from one 
of these war-workers who resides in 
Gympie. For obvious reasons I withhold 
his name, though I shall be glad to sup- 
ply it to the Minister privately, if he 


desires it. The writer says— 

Chapple-lane, Gympie, i" 
|  16.8.1919, > 
Dear Sir, a, 


I am an Australian war worker. I served 
two years in England under agreement with 
the Commonwealth Government. We _ were 
treated disgracefully by the officers in charge | 
of us at Australia House. We were put to 
work with a firm called Holloway Brothers, . 
where we could only earn from £2 17s. 9d. to 
£3 2s. 6d. per week, and it cost us from 30s. 
to 40s. per week tg live, and pay 3s. 6d. per 
week for the huts we lived in, and they were 
not fit for pigs to live in, let alone human 
beings. We men petitioned our officers in 
charge for a transfer to better work, and were 
refused on the ground that a couple of our 
fellows did not play the game, so the rest of 
us would have to suffer for it. Then I re- 
turned to Australia to starve. I am home five 
weeks, and can get no work and no assistance. 
I have a wife and five children depending on 
me. I went to the Secretary of the Local Re- 
patriation Committee, and was refused any | 
assistance. I must state to you that the 
we received. on our return home 
eould not be worse in Hunland or any other 
country. I must state that I enlisted for 
the Australian Imperial Force, and_ failed 
owing to deficient vision, so I then enlisted as 
a war worker. I must state that the Govern- 
ment was very pleased of my services, and after 
doing my bit I can go to the devil, while a lot 
of cold-footed curs, “that did nothing for this 
country, are sitting back in good’ billets laugh- 
ing at us poor, starving beggars, Trusting 
your Government or Repatriation Commitag 
will assist me in some way, 


I am, yours faithfully. 
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These men, by offering their services, felt 
that they were doing something to help 
Australia during -the war, and I ask the 
Minister to place the matter which I have 
brought under his attention before the 


Cabinet, 50 that they may receive con- 


sideration. There are other cases similar 
to the one I have just referred to, of men 
who are suffering severe hardship as the 
result of having offered their services to 
their country. The statement that muni- 


- tion workers earned huge sums of money 


A 
e 


is not altogether correct, as I have shown 
by»the letter which I have just read. 
Senator McDOUGALL (New South 
Wales) [3.32].—I desire also to bring 
under the notice of the Minister a grave 
injust.ce which has been perpetrated upon 
the relations of some unfortunate soldiers 
whose bones are lying on Gallipoli or in 
France. Some of ,the men who enlisted 


in Australia were Englishmen, Scotchmen; . 


or. Irishmen whose parents reside in the 
Old Country. The case I have in mind 
is that of a young Londoner who en- 
listed in Australia and lost his life. When 
news came of his death, those intrusted 
with the management of his affairs found 
that, in. Sydney, he had two trunks full 
of articles and curios which he had col- 
lected in different parts of the world. 
They ascertained that his father and 
mother live in England. They are poor 
people, his father being a gardener by 
occupation. We know what that means 
in the Old Country. 
deceased soldier desired to send his be- 
longings to the parents* but the Govern- 
ment have refused to bear the cost, of 
transport. J do not think that any Min- 
ister, or even any of the military authori- 
ties, ‘indorse this attitude. The misunder- 
standing seems to be due to somé silly 
military regulation which cannot be over- 
come except by Ministerial direction. It 
is an outrage that these belongings cannot 
be sent back to the deceased soldier’s 
parents, especially ‘n view of the fact that 
if the man had come. through the war 
safely, and had married in England, the 
Government would have borne the cost of 
transporting his wife to Australia. 
again, if wounded he would have been 
brought back to this country at great ex- 
pense and cared for here. 
cause he lost his life, the two chests which 
belonged to him cannot be returned to 
is parents. Under the military regula- 
s there is not enough co-ordination be- 
the different Departments, because’ 
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“answered 3 


The friends of the. 


Os 


Simply be- |, 
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another in the matter of discharges, pen- 
sions, Medical, Board awards, and so on. 
People interested in these matters do nob | 
know where to go: I hope something will — 
be done, because there are other similar 


cases. I believe the official answer is hat 
any parcel exceeding 11 Ibs.’ in 
weight must. be paid for. This is ridi-” 


culous. 
poor people who are looking after the 
affairs pf this deceased soldier could de-— 
fray the cost. of transport, In other direc- 
tions we have wasted millions of pounds, 
and, no doubt, many more millions will 
be spent. I feel confident that if the | 
Minister looks imto this matter he will 


instruct that something be done. 


Senator GARDINER (New tae 
Wales) [3.40].—I desire to make a com- 
plaint about the manner in which two sets — 


of questions which I asked this week were _ a 
the reply from the Ministers 


being that the’ matters mentioned _ 
were of a confidential nature and secret. 


t 


we find that one. Des wean canna meee oy 


It cannot be expected that the 


>, 


I say emphatically that neither of the: ee 
questions should have been answered in | 


that way. One question had reference to. 


a communication from the Imperial Go- 


vernment regarding a secret treaty which — 
Mr. Lansing, in America, declared had — 


been made  betweén Great Britain | 
and Japan. I asked him when that 
secret treaty came into fhe hands of 


the Government, and what Government — 
dealt with it. There ought to be nothing | 


secret. about. the time such a communica- a. 
Tf a person holding _ 


tion came to hand. 
Mr. Lansing’s position in America states — 
that he is aware of a treaty which was 
entered into three years ago, surely there 
is no reason why the Government should 
make a secret of the time when the in 
formation came into ‘their © possession. 
More real danger may be perio: 


from secrecy” in international doctimentea. 


than from legitimate publicity in sens 
of them 


tf the Australian Government — 


received a copy aot vee secret ae three» A a i 


Chugh cue 


ay 


oie st bac of it. aes T can see nae 


y 


prospect of very grave danger if a treaty, © se . : 


supposed to have been in existence for 
three years, 1s being discussed in other — 
countries, if the [NGaeratin Government, 


which are most interested in it, we no- | 
ena- 


thing about. it. I regret. that 


ter Millen ‘s not in the chamber just. atl a 


present, but I know an ai hence en- 


~ elotti, 


the 


th aca 


| Bicadiot claims his attention idewutiere. 


The other question to which I refer was 
asked of the Acting Minister for Defence, 
and it concerned the réport of a Board 
presided over by Inspector-Genéral Rama- 
appointed to inquire into and re- 
port upon the remount section of the De- 
fence Department. The reply was that the 
information could not be made public be- 
cause it affected Government policy. If 
Government could prevent these 
things from being made public I would 


not mind their attempt at secrecy; but I 
know that when 


information comes to 
me on any matter, the whole world—that 


is, the world iberested in it—knows all 
| Bbout it before I do. 


I do not expect the 
Government to give ‘me information 
with reference to policy, but I maintain 
that if public money is being paid to a 


Board to investigate the administration 


: cally. 
_ furnished to the Senate. 


of any public Department, there 1s no 
reason whatever for secrecy. In this case 
there is no justification for secrecy, as the 
question only asked whether or not the re- 


mount section of the Department for De-. 


fence was being administered economi- 
Such a report should have been 


member, also, that a large number of 
people are concerned im a report of that 
nature. I know departmental officers are 
to be trusted, and that they thoroughly 
understand their~duty ; but it is not pos- 


sible toxzevent men in the same branch of. 


the Government service from’ discussing 


these matters, and _ occasionally . dis- 
cussions of this nature reach the 
ears of other people., I~ shall not 
always ‘be satisfied with Ministerial 
statements” to the effect that the 


laying of reports upon the table of the 


Senate would be a disclosure of policy. 


In this case my question concerned the 


management of our largest spending De- 
partment. Referring again to my first 
quest.on, I repeat that no secret would 
have been given away by the Minister 
stating whether it was the first, second, 
or third Hughes Government, or the 
Fisher Government that received and 
considered the treaty referred to. I 


trust that we shall not get too many 


answers of this kind in future. 


Senator RUSSELL (Victoria — Vice- 


“ President of the Executive Council and 


Assistant’ Minister) [3.43]—On th 


- August, Senator Pratten asked the fol- 


i low.ng questions : — 


1. How much. sugar has been. tanarted into 


es the Commonwealth from Ist. aay 1918, to 


[22 Avevu ny, 1919. 1 


We must re-° 
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30th June, 1919, and how much en been paid 
for it— 
(a) cost, f.o.b., per ton; 


(b) freight and charges, c.i-f., Australian, 


ports per ton? 


2. How much more has been ordered for the 


season, at what price, and from where? ~ 
I am now in a position to furnish the 
following replies :— 


1— 
Freight and 
Tons. Price f.0.b., { Charges ¢.i.f., 
ae) per ton. Australian ports, 
ie per ton. 
BONAR cay Laas 
1,000 18 0 0 1A Hs Wass @) 
, 5,500 19 0.0 28 O 
500 23°05 0 PAY «ines | 
3,000 £355 ORO 3/050 
10,000 18 °5).0 be rene ual O rl § 
31,500 18 15.0 2010 
6,000 22 T5770 26/0300 
Total... 57,500 ue ws 


2. In the public interest it is not considered 
advisable to give the information sought at the 
present time. 


Senator O’Keefe’s references to the posi- 
tion of Tasmania in the Cabinet ‘practi- 
cally indorse my own views, so it is hardly 
necessary for me to say anything in reply 
to them. Concerning the war workers 
mentioned by Senator Foll, I may say 
that I have given a great deal of atten- 
tion to their position, but 1t is impossible 
to lay down a general rule, beeause some 
munition workers occupied good positions, 
and were able to save a _ considerable 
amount of money. 

Senator Fort.—Iy would all depend 
upon the firms they were working for. 

Senator RUSSELL.—That is so. Some 
were lucky, but many others appear to 
have had a bad time. The Government 
have been very liberal on the whole in re- 
gard to all applications, which, of course, 
must be considered on their merits. We 
have appointed a Munitions Committee 
in each State to deal with these cases, and 
if the honorable senator will furnish me 
with the particulars I shall forward them 
t» the proper quarter for consideration. 
IT am not familiar with one of the matters 
mentioned by Senator Gardiner, and do 


‘not know what the report contained, but 
I will see if it can be made available to ~ 
I know of no reason 


honorable senators. 
for keeping back reports on departmenty 
files unless a Minister desires details 
the elaboration of Government poly 
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those circumstances it would not be fair 
for private members to drag matters of 
policy from the Government in anticipa- 
tion. 

Senator GarpineR.—I 
pleased to find that the Minister had any 
policy that I would not attempt to drag 
it out of him. 

Senator RUSSELL.—The public: will 
understand that that is merely Senator 
Gardiner’s interpretation of what I have 
said. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

Senate adjourned at 3.46 p.m. 


Wouse of WKenresentatibes. 


Friday, 22 August, 1919. 


Mr. Speaker (Hon. W. Elliot Johnson) 
took the chair at 11 a.m. and read 
prayers. 


IMMIGRATION. 


Exciusion or GERMAN AND AUSTRIAN 
Immigrants — BririsH  &x-SERVICE 
Men anp Farm LABOURERS. 

Mr, HIGGS.—In the absence of copies 
of the speech made by the Minister for 
Home and Territories, in introducing the 
Immicration Restriction \ Bill, I am in 
doubt as to whether it is the intention 
of the Government to prevent all persons 
ef Germain and Austrian parentage com- 
ing into this country during the next five 
years. Will the honorable gentleman en- 
lichten the House as to the intention of 
the Government in that regard ? 

Mr. GLLYNN.—In the speech referred 
to by the honorable member I made a 
statement on the subject. 

Myr. Hiaes. Unfortunately we have 
not ve: received copies of it. 

Mr. GLYNN.—I am at a loss to under- 
stand why copies of the speech have not 
been received. J wrote a special memo- 
randum on tha subject.. On looking 
through that speech the honorable mem- 
ber will find that provisions in the 
Immigration Act enable exemptions to be 
cranted. i 

Mr. Hiacés:—To certain persons. 

Mr GiLYNN.—Yes: I stated my own 
personal opinion as to what classes of per- 
sons should be allowed to come in. 

Mr. PIGOTT.—Will the Minister for 

e aud Territories state what steps the 


should be so 


special 


ment have taken to encourage — 


| 
a 5 
‘ ; s 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Australian I moperial Force, 


‘BN g 


British fate labourers ana other déairiiles oa 


immigrants to come to Australia, and 


what 1s their policy in that regard? — 
Mr. GLYNN. —Speaking generally, our 
police at present is to settle upon the land, 


in conjunction with the States, miemn bere eit 


of the Australian Imperial Force, and 
after that to help the Imperial Govern- 
ment to place upon lands in Australia 
ex-service men. The Imperial Govern- 


ment has decided to pay the fares of such 


men to Australia, as well as those of 


women who have done certain classes of — 
war work. The question of general immi-° ~ 
gration has been considered, but is to re-_ 
main in abeyance until the classes to which — 

I have just referred are provided for. I 
may say that there is very great difficulty 
in inducing farm labourers and others em- 
pleyed on the land in Great Britain to 
Shortly before the war, when 


come out. 
I held office as Minister for External 


Affairs, we endeavoured to encourage that 


class of immigration. As the result of a 
canvass made on a fair day about three 
years previous to the war about 130 
persons intimated their willingness to 
come to Australia; but on a _ subse- 


quent occasion we found that only some’ 


four were prepared to do so. This 
shows that farming men in 
Britain are more 


at home.’ 


inclined to remain 
T hope, as the result of a con- 


ference with the State authorities, to ar- 
range a policy as soon as we have seheted ae 


the others on the land. 


AUSTRALIAN IMPERIAL FORCE. — 
Wives or SotprerRs—VOcATIONAL TRAIN-_ 


ING: ATTITUDE OF INDUSTRIAL UNIONS ‘ ‘ 
Homers FoR Pose :  Burpine — 
MATERIAL. rs 


Mr. BAMFORD.—Will ‘the. Assistants, ne 
Minister for Defence inform the House 
the wives of our 
soldiers who have married in England are 
given a passage to Australia, and if any © 
extended to the — 


on what conditions 


privileges are 
sisters-in-law of such men ? 
Mr. 


tion Devartment. 


Mr. LECKIE.—Can the Minister) sau rivi 
presenting the Minister for Repatriation ee 
inform the House whether it is a*fact that. 
the industrial unions are restricting the’) i 
vocational training of returned soldiers by . _ 
refusing them admission to their organiza~- 
tions? If it is a fact, will he state to hip as Wena 


extent that restriction is apenene 


Great. 


WISE.—I shall make inquiries. 
The matter is dealt with by the Repatria- 


> Mr. POYN TON. ey am not aware that! 


_» anything has been done by the industrial 


influenza in that State. 


unions in the direction mentioned by the 
honorable member. They have agreed to 
the vocational training of maimed soldiers, 
and it has been proposed that this agree- 
ment should be so extended as to provide 
for the vocational training ofvall returned 


soldiers up to twenty years of age. A 


conference has been ‘held with the indus- 
trial bodies to determine their view of this 
further proposal. I am not aware of 
the decision arrived at, nor can I say 
that any attitude has been taken up by the 


industrial unions in the direction to Ww is ou. 


the honorable member refers. 
Mr. FEN’'TON.—I desire to ask the 


Minister representing the Minister for 


Repatriation whether those who have the 
disposal of building materials have made 
favorable offers to the Department for the 
supply of such materials for the erection 
of homes for soldiers. If they have not 
done so, have the Government taken any 


direct action to obtain a supply in order 


to provide homes for soldiers at reasonable 
rates ¢ | 

Mr. POYNTON.—I placed on the table 
poierdey a paper which gives all the in- 
formation on that subject of which I am 
yet in possession. J moved that the paper 
be printed, and it~will probably be 
available to the ponoe able member next 
week. 


OUTBREAK OF INFLUENZA IN 
‘ TASMANTA. 


Mr. LAIRD SMITH.—Has the Min- 
ister for Trade and Customs been officially 
informed of the outbreak of influenza in 
Tasmania? If so, what is the intention 
of the Government in regard to the exist- 
ing quarantine restrictions as between the 
mainland and that State? 

- Mr. GREENE.—I have received from 
the Tasmanian Government an official 
intimation of the outbreak of pneumonic 
Upon receipt of 
it, we immediately notified the Tasmanian 
Government that in the circumstances 
we proposed to abandon the existing 


_ quarantine restrictions as between Tas- 


mania and the mainland, and to substitute 
in their stead Aaa lane before going 


on board ship, and three days’ surveillance 
Sees arrival in the State. 


Mr. Tuvor.—That is what you are 


| doing yt 


Outbreak ty Lehencn 2 Avau 


ain Tasmania. 


1919.) 


Mr. 
Government have intimated its approval 
of that step being taken, 


GREENE. —Yes; 


the Tasmanian 


IMPORTATION OF SHEEP DIPS.’ — 
Mr. PIGOTT.—Have the Government 


reconsidered the question of allowing the 
importation of sheep dips, as promised by 
the Minister for Trade and Customs to a 
deputation of primary producers who 
waited on him some three or four weeks 
ago? ° j 

Mr. GREENE.—Yes. The Govern- 
ment ‘has given the matter further con- 
sideration; but I have nothing to add to 
the statement on the tues already made 
to the House. 


DESTRUCTION OF BIRDS AND 
SEALS. 
Mr, KELLY.—I desire to ask the Min: 


ister for Home and Territories whethet 
past protests by the Commonwealth 
Government in regard to the destruc- ° 
tion of bird and seal life on . Mac- 
quarie Island, south of 
have met with any response from 
the Tasmanian Government. If not, will 
he consult with his colleague, the Muin- 
ister for Trade and Customs, and ascertain 
whether it would be possible, equitably 
to impose some Excise duty calculated to 
prevent. the wasteful destruction of lives 
of the kind which might be in time to 
come a. valuable asset to the people of 
Australia ? 

Mr. GLY NN.—The question of acquir- 
ing from Tasmania control of Macquarie 
Island is under consideration. J looked 
into it some five or six weeks ago, and 
determined to again submit the maliter to 
the Cabinet. About 1916 we asked the 
Tasmanian Government whether they 
vere pr epared to hand over to us the con- 
trol of the island, which is about 900 

miles from Sydney. I think that on a 
voyage from New Zealand an exira two 
days would enable vessels to call at that 
island, and the question is whether there 
may not be naval visitations to the place 
at times. J agree with the honorable 
member that something ought. to be done 
in the direction suggested by him. When 
the island was transferred to Tasmania, I 
think it was under lease for about £40 2 
year. ‘So far asl can ascertain fromg 
dockets, there was then a very 


Tasmania, 
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destruction of excellent fauna, including 
penguins, seals, and what are known as 
sea- elephants. Something should be done 
to, put a stop to such destruction. 

/Mr, Frenton.—What is to be said as to 
the destruction of edible fish by seals? 

Mr. GLYNN.—I am not at present 

going into submarine maliters. I hope 
that some action will soon be taken in the 
direction desired by the honorable mem- 
ber for Wentworth (Mr. Kelly). A 
communication has been sent to the-Tas- 
manian Government, asking reconsidera- 
tion of the matter. 


SLAUGHTERING OF SHEEP. 


Mr. RODGERS.—I desire to draw the 
attention of the Minister for Trade and 
‘Customs, as ithe Minister in charge of 
foodstuffs, to a very grave situation that 
faces stock- -owners, and which has a 
national sionificance, because of the daily 
increasing danger of drought affecting 
conditions in Victoria , and = Riverina, 
where stock to-day are in fair condition. 
In Southern Riverina and Victoria, when 
this season’s lambs malture, there will’ be 
approximately 84,000,000 sheep, and the 
provision for slaughtering is wholly in- 
adequate. I desire to ask the Minister 
whether the Government has any pro- 
posals to meet the situation, which in- 

volves, not only serious individual, but 
pes e national, loss. 

- GREENE. All that T can say. to- 
aay is that we have made most urgent 
representations to the Imperial Govern- 
ment with regard to lifting existing 
stocks of frozen meat in Australia, so as 
to provide the fullest possible room in the 
existing slaughtering works.. We are 
making further representations to them 
in regard to the whole situation. _ 

Mr. Roperns.—The present capacity of 
those works is quite inadequate. 

Mr. 
existing works to deal with the stock is 
quite another matter. 


AUSTRALIAN’ INDUSTRIES. 

Mr. FENTON.—Is the Minister for 
Trade and Customs aware that, owing to 
the competition of cheap labour countries, 
Australian industries are closing down? 
When will the Government afford relief 
local industries ? 

GREENE.—I tee to the hon- 
ember’s consideration that if his 


([REPRESENTATIVES.] Allowance Post-offices. 


_lifebelt next to my _ skin. 


GREENE.—The capacity of the 


colleagues will allcw the House to do a 
little more business than has been done 
lately the consideration of this matter ant 
be expedited. 


> 


ALLOWANCE POST omnaaee ea 


Mr. LECKIE. —In reference to the re 
venue scale which governs the allowance 


to small post- -offices in the country, I ask : SCAN 


the Postmaster-General whether a new 


scale was’ issued in the early part of this 


year, and is it in consequence of that rest hip 
vised scale that the present. allowances for 
post-offices are being curtailed ? Ce 
Mr. WEBSTER.—There has been no 
alteration in the scale-or in the methods 
of dealing with allowance post-offices dur- | 
ing the last three or four years. : 


PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS. 


Mr. YATES.—I desire to make a per- 3 
sonal explanation. The Age newspaper 
this morning, in reporting remarks made = 
by me yesterday, in regard to the pe iar oa ea 
incident, gives the following statement:— 

Mr. Chanter.—Did Mr. Yates deny that on 


a prior occasion he had refused to obey a 
military erder regarding the mains” of life- 


+ belts ? 


Mr, Yates.—No; but by whom was I brought i 
before the commanding officer ?—ky your son. — 


I desire to explain that it: was Captain Say 
Chanter who ordered me to putona filthy 
It was nob 3 | 
Major Chanter who made the statement 
to the press of which I complain. — me 
Later: Ne mm 
Mr. CHANTER. —I was absent frbirn a : 
the chamber when the honorable member ive 
for Adelaide (Mr. Yates) made a per- 
sonal explanation regarding the distinc- 
tion between Major J. C. Chanter, 
D.S.0., and Captain A.L. Chanter. All =” 
I desire to say is that the Major Chanter — 
referred to is my.son, and Captain A. L. — 
Chanter, who, [ stated yesterday, hae 
placed the honorable member for Adelaide _ 
under arrest and reported him for insub- _ 
ordination, is my grandson. — ar 
Mr. YATES. —I rise to another per- rapa 
sonal explanation. I have no objectioy ~ 
to the honorable member for Maite t ad . 
vertising his son and his grandson. i Un ive 
Mr. BPEAKER.~-Order!> (1) Sea 
~ Mr. ¥YATES.—But the honorable mem- 
ber misrepresented me in regard to the i 
events th A took place on the Somale when. 
he stated that ees Chanter : 
under arrest. | | 


¥4 


- Saal 


Mes 
se 


{ 


i a 


» days” 


_ there before me. 
no lifebelt, and when I got on deck—— 


- Personal 


- CHANTER.—Well, he reported 


a Riccable member to the Officer Com- 
-“manding. 

Mr. YATES @ Phe honorable member 
has been misled. If-his son and grandson 
have told him things that are nae correct 
» I cannot help it; but the fact remains 


that their statements are incorrect and . 


‘malicious, and that they detrimentally 
affect me. I was not placed under arrest 
on board the Somali. I was ordered on 
boat parade, and I promptly stood to at- 
tention at my position near the boat to 
which I was allotted. 


Lt.-Colonel Ansorr.t-And they gave 


the honorable member sixty days for that ? 


: Mr.. YATES.—No; 


the = honorable 


-member’s brain is incapable of under- 


standing the position. 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
_ Johnson).—Orde! The honorable mem- 
ber must not be offensively personal! 


Mr. YATES.—My sentence of sixty 
imprisonment had nothing to do 
with the incident to which I-am referring. 
When the whistle for boat stations was 
sounded on the occasion referred to by 
the honorable member for Riverina, I was 
playing a game on the deck. By the time 
I had descended to the troop deck to get 
my lifebelt, another digger had been 
. In consequence, I had 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! I ask the 
honorable member to confine his remarks 
to a personal explanation, and I ask 
~ other honorable members to refrain from 
interjecting. 


Mr. YATES.+~-I had to get a lifebelt 


from some place 
Mr. ‘ SPEAKER.—The honorable 


member will not be in order in going into 
all these details. I again remind hon- 
orable members that a Tpersorial explana- 
tion must be confined to matters in re- 
spect to which an honorable member has 
been misrepresented or misunderstood. 
The ‘sole purpose of ‘an explanation is to 
correct a misrepresentation or clear up 
a misunderstanding: of something he has 
said previously. The honorable member 
for Adelaide will not be in order in stat- 
x to the House a lot of details, which, 
ver important and interesting in 
wes, are not properly relev ant to 
al explanation. 


[22 Aveu 


and stated that the 
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Mr. YATES.—In order to controvert 
the statement of the honorable member 


for, Riverina that ‘I was placed under 


arrest, it is necessary for me to.state what, 


‘happened on the occasion referred to. 
. Mer, that 
missible. ; 
‘Myr. Brennan.—-That will be all right. 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! IT have 
already laid down the procedure in con- 


nexion with personal explanations. If 
the honorable member for Adelaide de- 


Tupor.—Surely ig ad- 


sires to go beyond a personal explanation, 


he must obtain the permission of the 
House to make a statement. I have no 
desire to limit the rights of honorable 
members under the Standing Orders, but 


J,must insist that some regard be paid to . 


the rules of the House. 
- Mr. YATES.—I was not placed under 


arrest. IL did not see Captain Chanter 
until he entered the orderly-room at Vic- 
toria Barracks to give evidence in con- 
nexion with the charge laid against me 
on his information. 

Lt.-Colonel Assorr.—On _ the 
able member’s own showing, he ought to 
be shot. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order ! 


Mr. YATES.—<And_.if the officers had 
their way, I would have been shot. 

Mr. Marunws.—(Jnterjecting.) 

Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The hon- 
orable-member for Melbourne Ports is 
out of order. 


Mr. Marnews,—(Again interjecting. ) 
Mr. SPEAKER.—Order! The hon- 


orable member for Melbourne Ports 1s 
again out of order. I call the attention 
of the House to the frequent exhibitions 
of disorder, in defiance of the repeated 
ealls from ihe Chair. I do not wish to 


' have recourse to the extreme measures 
which the Standing Orders empower me 


to use, but I must insist wpon, ‘at least, 
some semblance of order being ‘main- 
tained in the proceedings of ‘the Cham- 
ber. 


Mr, CHANTER. —By way of. further 
rae explanation, I desire to state 
that my remark that Captain Chanter 
placed the honorable member for Ade- 
laide under arrest was not strictly cor, 
rect, I admitted that by interject 
honorable 1 


* 


honor- 


# 


@. 


id 
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was reported by Captain Chanter to the 
Officer Commanding for his offence on 
the occasion referred to. 

Mr. BAMFORD.—I desire to ask 


Several honorable members interject- 
mg, 

Mr, SPEAKER.—Order! 

Mr. Tupor.—They said I spoke twice 
when I only spoke once. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—This disorder can- 
not be permitted to continue. The ask- 
ing of questions without motice is de 
generating into an irregular interchange 
of statements shouted across the chamber. 
I, therefore, direct the Clerk to eall on 
the business of the day. 


SMALL ARMS FACTORY. 
War Bapces ror EmMPLoyEgs. 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Assistant 
Minister for Defence, upon notice— 

1. Whether it is a fk that the employees 
of the Small Arms Factory at Lithgow, or any 
of them, have been granted war badges? 

2. If so, how many, and for what reason? 

Mr. WISE.—Three. home service volun- 

_teer badges and_ thirty-six munition 
workers’ badges were issued to employees 
of the Small Arms Factory who volun- 
teered to enlist in the Australian Imperial 
Force, but were debarred from doing so. 


CENTRAL WOOL COMMITTER, 

Dumerp Woot. 
Dr. MALONEY asked the Acting 
Prime Minister, upon notice— 

1. Has the Central Wool Committee received 
any moneys from persons who received such 
moneys as bonuses or commissions in respect 
of wool dumped by any company or companies?. 

2. Was this wool purchased by the British 
Government? 

3. What action was taken by the Central 
Wool Committee to recover such moneys? 

4. If so, against whom? 

5. Is there any system of receiving secret 
commission in respect of dumped wool belong- 
ing to the producers of wool in Sydney -or 
Melbourne? 

6. If so, what action has the Government or 
the Central Wool Committee taken to abolish 
ba illegal system? 

How much money, approximately, is dis- 
tritmted in Melbourne and Sydney respectively 
by wool dumping companies in respect of bonus 
or free shares issued to influence business con- 
nected with wool dumping? 


Mr. GROOM.—I shall endeavour to 
btain the information desired, and will 
ish the honorable member with a 
s soon as possible. 


[REPRESENTATIVES.] Point Cook Aviation School. 


BLYTHE RIVER IRON DEPOSITS. — 


Broken Hill Proprietary rege 


POINT COOK AVIATION SCHOOL. 
Mr. GREGORY asked the Assistant = 
Minister for Defence, upon notice— 


1. What has been the cost of establishing thes % 
Point Cook Aviation School for (a) land; (6) Yi e 


buildings; (c) other services such as water, 
lighting, power, jetties, &c.? K 

"2, Is it intended of proposed departmentally i 
to erecta new establishment at or near Geelong 
or elsewhere? 

3. What amount was expended tat financial 
year in buildings or improvements at Point — 
Cook ? 

4. What reason was assigned for this werk 


being exempted from inquiry by the Publie 
Works Committee? 


Mr. WISE.—The information orl be 
obtained, and the honorable member will 
be informed as early as possible. 


4 


Mi 
RADIO SERVICE: PAUL MORRIS. 


Mr. MATHEWS asked the Acting | 
Minister for the Navy, wpon notice— 

Whether he will place on the table of the — 
Library the history file of Paul Morris in con- — 


nexion with his service in the Royal Australian e 
Naval radio service? sinh 


Mr. POYNTON eas this file contains 
secret information, I do not think there _ 
is any likelihood of it being placed on the = 
table. inne 


GUN-MOUNTING STORES AT 
GARDEN ISLAND... 


Mr. GREGORY asked the Acting Min- : 
ister for the Navy, wpon notice— 


What is the estimated cost of the new gun- | 
mounting stores proposed to be erected ats. 
Garden ‘Island? 


Mr. POYNTON.—The total ostineeare Ce, 
cost is £13,000, towards which the pee: i 
miralty will contribute about £5,000, = 


+ Sie 


Mr. GREGORY asked the a 4 


Prime Minister, wpon notice— 

Whether it is not a fact that prior to thar 
Blythe River iron deposits in Tasmania being © 
placed under option to Sir John Higgins they witty 
were placed under option for £10, 000 or there- ey 
abouts to the Broken oe Proprietary Com-— 


pany. ae oe 

Mr. 'GROOM.—I have made inquiries, 
and, as far as I have been able to ascer-_ ) 
torte it is nob a fact that the Blyg 
River jron deposits were offered te 


£10,000 or thereabouts. 


t 


* 


Immigration 


PAPERS. 
The following ‘papers 
sented :-— | 


Royal Australian Naval College— 
| Report for 1918, 


were pre- 


Ordered to be printed. 


1 gret 


. have had a hurried glance through it this 
‘morning, but have riot had an opportunity* 


Public Service Act— 
Promotion of T. O’Callaghan, Attorney- 
~ General’s Department. i 
Promotion of W. J. Nielsen, Prime Minis- 
- ters Department. 


IMMIGRATION BILL. 
| Ssconp Reapine. 
Debate resumed from 20th August 
{vide page 11716), on motion by Mr. 
GLiynn— ” } | 
That this Bill be now read a second time. _ 
‘Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [11.26]—1I re- 
exceedingly that circumstances 
have prevented me from studying the 


-second-reading speech of the Minister for 


Home and Territories (Mr. Glynn). I 


of completing my perusal, ‘The press 


te reports of debates do not give the details 


that honorable members are anxious to 


_ have in studying an important measure 


of this kind. I regret, too, that the Go- 


vernment on this occasion have departed 


from the practice of reprinting the prin- 
cipal Act with the proposed amendments 
shown in black type, so that honorable 


i - members may see at a glance what altera- 
tion in existing law is contemplated. The 


Bill itself conveys no idea to honor- 


able members of what the Government 


are proposing unless they are conversant 
with the provisions of the main Act. For 


{ 


instance, the Bill provides that section 2 


of the prinicpal Act shall be amended by 
omitting the definition of “the Minister.” 
_ What that means cannot be comprehended 


_ without reference to the principal Act. 


Again, clause 3 proposes to amend sec- 


tion 3 of the principal Act by omitting 
_ paragraph ¢ and inserting in its stead 
_ another paragraph. There is nothing to 


tell honorable members what the original 


_ paragraph c provides. Only a limited 
- number of bound volumes of the Statutes 


cipal Act and 
Be re) 


_ are available in the building, and yester- | 
_ day, in anticipation of the continuation of 
_ this debate, at least three honorable mem- 
bers on this side were studying the prin-- 
, the effect of the Bill upon > 


at. 


of ee 
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pen 


Clause 3 proposes to prohibit the 
immigration “of any idiot, imbecile, 
feeble-minded person, epileptic person 
suffering from dementia, insane person, 
person who has been insane within five 
years previously, or person who has had — 
two or more attacks of insanity.” I do 
not know whether the medical experts of 
the Government advise that it is necessary 
for the country to prolibit the entry of 
that class of person. No worse affliction 
can overtake any person than insanity, 
and I am not aware whether the medical 
experts advise that a person who has 
suffered from insanity should be refused 
zdmission to the Commonwealth within 
five years of his recovery from that afflic- 
tion. This provision will necessitate that 
every person seeking entrance to Aus- 
tralia shall be questioned regarding his 
mental history. When the Minister was 
explaining the Bill I asked, by interjec- 
tion, what America is doing in this regard. 
The Minister informed us that America 
had taken certain action, and I know that 
every person arriving in the United States 
is first paraded on the ship, in order to 
ascertain whether he has been vaccinated, 
and then again at the Immigration Depot, 
Castle Garden, where further information 
has to be given. If we adopt this clause 
every person who comes to Australia will 
have to be asked the question, “ Have 
you been insane during the last five 
years ?” a | 

Mr. Bamrorp.—Is that question asked 
in America ? oo 

Mr. TUDOR.—It was not when I 
arrived there in 1891, but I was asked 
how much money I possessed, and,~ I 
think, I then had 50 dol. What I ob- 
jected to in America was the differentia- 
tion of treatment as between the different 
classes of passengers; and in the Bill 
before us we are adopting an entirely dif- 


\ferent principle from any hitherto acted 


upon in Australia. The Bill breaks away 
entirely from our previous Immigration 
Act. | | 

Mr. Giyny.—It does not alter the ad- 
ministration one bit, but it is more ex- 
planatory. 

Mr. TUDOR.——-We all know of persons 
who have suffered mentally, and who have 
recovered, and I hope that we are now . 
learning more in regard to the treatmerg 
of mental diseases, as well as cg 
diseases. I should like to know fx 


- 
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- [REPRESENTATIVES.] _ 


- Bille. 


a 


Minister what is the reason for this pro- 
vision regarding insanity within five 
years. 

Mr. Grynn.—That is the line of ad- 
ministration actually pursued, and it is 
now simply proposed to provide for it in 
the Statute. 
<0 Mr, .TUDOR.—Is every person hs 
comes here asked if he has been insane 
during the last five years? 

Mr, Grynn.—No. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Then how are the per- 
sons picked out who are asked this 
question @ 

Mr. Guynn. WKS a matter of fact, the 
examination is made in the Old Country, 
and the certificates are graniied there. 
That practice has not been altered, and 
this Bill is explanatory of our line of 
testing. 
- (Mr, 


granted only in the cases of persons who 
come out on assisted passages; a person 
who. pays his own fare from Great Bri- 
‘tain, or any other country, is not, so far * 
as | know, asked a single question. The 
States at one time had control of these’ 
‘examinations, but it was thought better 
for the Commonwealth to deal with them, 
and Dr. Norris was sent Home to put. the 
business on a proper basis, and bring 
about uniformity. It was ‘then openly 
stated that immigration agents, not only 
for Australia, but other countries, who 
were paid so much per head, utilized the - 
services of local doctors, who, of course, 
had no responsibility. It is true that 
some undesirable persons may have come 
to Australia under that system; but the 
provision in ‘the Bill will” apply to only 
one section. .That, I admit, is the larger 
section, because more workers than 
shirkers, or better class peony will be 
affected. 

Sir Rozerr Brst.—The Bill does not 
say that only one section is to be ex- 
* amined. 

Mr, TUDOR.—It does: not; but we are 
informed by the Minister that the Bill 
merely gives effect to the administration 
in operation to-day. 

Sir Réserr Busr.—The insertion of 
this provision in the Bill makes the ex. 
amination necessary. | 
Mr. Grywn.—In introducing the Bill 
said that the words referred to really 
ated the line of administration pur- 
the present time. 


TUDOR. —These certificates are 


Mr, TUDOR.—I. object to any ‘differ ie 
entiation of itreatment. ~ (hs. 
‘Mr, Guynn.—There is none 
Mr. TUDOR.—The Minister has eae 
mitted that only those who come out on 
assisted passages have to obtain medical 
certificates. Personally, I am confident 


that no other class of passengers requires 


certificates. It is true that ina later 
portion of the. Bill it is provided that 
commercial travellers, tourists, and 
others, who do not come under clause 3, 
may be admitted as as present. 


Mr. Giyyn-~It is Heetranle | 60. 


examine the mental and physical ae 4 


of immigrants. 

Mr. 
long as the examination applies to all 
classes of persons. 


Mr. Grynn.—The clause cannot be ap- i 


plied to sane persons, but only to those i 


mentally defective. 


Mr. TUDOR.—But how are the. men- 
tally defectives to be picked out? ab 
know that the Health 
vessel down the Bay, ‘and if, for instance, 
small-pox is discovered, the vessel is 
quarantined at Portsea ; if not, while the 
vessel is off Williamstown the ‘medi- 
eal examination. of 500 or 600 persons is 
over in an hour or two. 
officer to stand in front of a person and — 
tell him that he looks as if he were men- ~ 
tally defective? If this provision is to. 


stand, it ought to apply to every pernr Sis 


who comes to the country. hh) 
Mr. Grynn.—lIit does now. rin 
, Mr. TUDOR.—This is a new provi- i 
Sion in our immigration law. 
Mr. Grynn.—l refer the 
member to. section 3p, paragraph | 2, of ae 
the principal Act— ts 
Where an intending immigrant embarks | at as 
a port where there is no medical referee, he 
shall prior to his departure be examined as 
to his physical and mental fitness. 


Mr. TUDOR.—But only ‘naire ne a 


or assisted passengers are to be examined. _ 


A person who can pay his fare may tra- 
vel without submitting to medical exami- — 
nation. 


I pay my own fare, may embark without a 


. any examination. 


Mr. Grynn.—lI assure the honorable 


member that when I was Minister for 
External Affairs I arranged all the ‘ro- ies 


cedure for Dr. Norris to carry out. rg 
Mr. TUDOR.—But. only for assisted 
immigrants. Pa hie Ae ede eh oN cy 


RN 
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TUDOR.—That is “all right hoes 


officer meets a — 


Is the Health 


honeeatiie ig 


I can go tothe Orient or any ~ 
other shipping office in London, and, if ~ 


Sl 
\ 


pitt eee fis cree Se ie ¥! r . & { 


for Nepean. (Mr. 


~ coal miner, 


iden. 
Thomas Ewing, in this’ 
details of the political career of the Min- 
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Mr. Grynn.—Not necessarily. 

Mr. TUDOR.—What I have stated 

was the position, and, so far as I know, 
there has been no alteration. 
_ Mr. Grynn.—In order to save trouble 
we provided for an examination at the 
‘home port first. Passengers, 
could be examined on the voyage, and re- 
“ports given by the captain on arrival, 
as to whether those passengers had been 
‘Sxamined at Home or not. : 

Mr. TUDOR.—The only persons 
examined under the principal Act were 
those who came on assisted passages. I 
never heard of a saloon or a second-class 
passenger being examined, and a saloon 

passenger who was mentally defective 
might be brought here. The ex-member 
Cann), when I was 
Minister for Trade and Customs, brought 
under my ‘notice the case of a woman who 
had been brought out by her husband, a 
and who, according to the 
British authorities, was liable to tuber- 
cular disease, and it was deemed desirable 


that she should be sent back. It was to 


meet such cases that an alteration was 
made providing for an examination in 


| England. 


However, there are other provisions in 
the Bill of more importance. 
paragraph b, provides for the exclusion 
of— 
any anarchist or person who advocates the 
overthrow by force or violence of the estab- 
lished government of the Commonwealth or 
of any State or of any other civilized country, 


or ofall forms of law, or who is opposed to 


organized government, ors who advocates the 
assassination of public officials or who advo- 
cates or teaches the unlawful destruction ef 
property, or who is a member of or. affiliated 
with any organization which entertains and 


teaches any of the doctrines and practices — 


~ specified in this paragraph. 


Under such a provision as that 2 would - 
' have been possible to exclude Sir Edward - 


Carson, when, before the war, he was 
arranging for the shipment of arms to 
Ireland. Further, it would be possible 
cunder ,the clause to exclude the present 
Minister for the Navy (Sir Joseph 
~ Cook). 
Mr. esau —On what grounds do you 
‘say that? Ag 
TUDOR. one ou remember. Sir 
ouse, giving the 


ister for the Navy, and showing the num- 
ber of parties to which he had belonged, 


Land how he had catia ‘Republican 
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doctrines and the overthrow of 
Monarchy. Another honorable member, 
who has since gone to another place, pre- 
pared a record of the career of the Min- 
ister for the Navy, under the title, “* Ere 
Joseph went down into Egypt,” and in 
this there was quoted many political 
Opinions which the honorable gentleman 
had expressed in former years. As I say; 
the Minister for the Navy, or, indeed, any 
person, could be excluded under such @ 
provision as this. It all depends on the 
way these things are administered. The 
Minister himself admitted that any one 
could be kept out under that clause. 

Mr. Guynn.—I did not say so. 

Mr. TUDOR.—The clause is a piece of 
political camouflage. , | 

Mr. Groom.—Read it, and see what it 
means. — 

Mr. TUDOR.—I have read it to the 
House already. The Government are 
anxious to pass a clause of this nature so 
that they may be'‘able to say that they 
have tried to keep certain persons out of 
the Commonwealth. The clause could be 
interpreted in such a way as to keep out 
practically any person. ‘ 

Sir Ropert Best. wy. you believe in 
these men being excluded from Australia, 
or do you not? 

Mr. TUDOR.—What men? 

Mr. Groom.—Men who advocate the 
overthrow of society by force. 

“Mr, TOUDOR.—It all depends on the 
“mterpretation of the words. For in- 
stance, men like Donovan and Devlin 
could be kept out for advocating Home 
Rule for Ireland. 

Mr. Guynn.—Do you call that anarchy ? 

“Mr. TUDOR.—I do not; but such men 
could be kept out under this clause, be- 
cause they are anxious for a different sys- 
‘tem of government for Ireland. 

Mr. Guynn.—That is a most unjust re- 
flection on the character of those men. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Still, they could be kept 
out, and Robert Blatchford, when he was 
a leading member of the Socialist party 
and editor of the Clarion, could have 
been kept out. Now, of course, he would 
be admitted, 

Mr. Fowrer.—No; Blatchford was 
never a revolutionary Socialist. 

Mr. TUDOR.—Honorable members 
can put on my action to-day any interpre: 
tation they like. 

Sir Ropert Best.—You have not tolg 
~us whether you believe in these mez 

ing excluded from Australia. 
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Mr. TUDOR.—The men whom the 
honorable member presumes. that the 
clause is aimed at will probably be more 
vigorous opponents of members on this 
side than of members on that side. 


Mr. Larep Smrtu.—That does not. 
matter. 
Mr. TUDOR.—I know it does not; but 


I am not going to be prejudiced by the 
fact that they are likely to oppose me, 
and led into saying that they must be 
excluded for that reason, This clause will 
never be administered by the present Go- 
vernment in the way it reads here. 

Mr. Groom.—IiIt can be administered 
only in the way in which it reads here. 

Mr. TUDOR.—This is all political 
““flam.” It is stuff being prepared for 
the next election. 

Sir Rosert Best.—It seems to hurt a 
bit. ! 
Mr. TUDOR.—It would be very easy 
for any member to sit down and let the 
Bill go through, accepting the narrow in- 
terpretation which honorable members op- 
posite are putting on it. They say ‘‘ We 
are aiming at anarchists,’ but the clause 
goes further. I am not going to vote for 
a clause of that kind, when I believe that 
it is contrary to a policy of which we as 
Britishers have always professed to be 
proud. If there was one. tradition on 
which the Britisher prided himself it 
was that persons who had been driven out 
ef any other country on account of the 
views they held could find sanctuary in 

Great Britain. 

Mr. Larrp Surra.—What has been, the 
effect of that policy in Great Britain ? 

Mr. TUDOR.—They are still there. 
Persons driven out of their own countries 
for the views they held were not those 
who caused danger and injury to Great 
Britain during the war. That came from 
the wealthy people, the commercial travel- 
‘lers, traders, and others; who had _ busi- 
nesses in Great Britain, and whom the Go- 
vernment will let in under this Bill. The 
German commercial traveller, and the. 
German business man can come in under 
this Bill. Under it, too, the Government 
will let in the Japanese commercial 
traveller, the Japanese business man, and 
‘the Japanese wéalthy man. They will 
_also allow the wealthy German to enter. 
_ Sir Roserr. Brst.—Well, move an 
amendment that Germans be not allowed 
nN. 
dir. TUDOR.—If the honorable mem- 
sires such an amendment he can 


proved by reference to Hansard. 


move it- himself. All this sort of: thing 
will be done by administration. I sha 
vote against the Bill, believing it to be 
only a piece of political shop-window a. 
dressing. I know that men’s liberties 
have been taken away in this community, 
and even in this House: Our Standing 
Orders provide that every member shall 

be allowed to speak twice in Committee. 
On one occasion, I was made to sit down, 
although ' [ had spoken only once, ag 1 


Mr. Groom.—lf that occurred, it could fick 
only have been accidental. ‘ 
Mr. TUDOR.—When I made my pre- As 
test, the man who had made me sit down 
had not the manliness to rise and admit 
that he had made a mistake. Our liber- 
ties can be taken away in this House or — 
outside. be 
Mr. Groom.—If your liberty is taken . 
away, you havé plenty of licence. - so 
Mr. TUDOR.—I have never seal 
licence. I exercise nothing but what i. 
believe to be my right. I suppose it will — 
be said that I dare not open my mouth 
here unless I have licence to do so. 
We have been told that we must wait 


~ 


until we see what Great Britain is doing. 


A week ago to-day, the Acting Prime Min- 
ister (Mr. Watt) said that we had to 
wait until we saw what Great Britain 
had done before deciding what to do with 
the money belonging to internees and held 
by the Government. Will the Minister | 
tell me that Great Britain has legislated Bie 
upon lines similar to those of this Bill? 
Mr. Larep Surru.—Nobody has aut! i 
fered more than the British worker from 
the influx of aliens. I have been in the 
east end of Tonton, and. seen what has i 
happened, oe 
Mr. TUDOR. —My position was + diftok a 
ent from that of the honorable member, 
I went to England in the steerage because 
I could not work my passage. I could 
not afford to pay any more. I was not 
a visitor to England for about five — 
minutes, seeing the place from a> train 
window, and then coming back to talk — 
about it. I lived and worked there and 
in the United States for five years. I 
had to go to the United States as an 
immigrant, so that I know from practical — 
experience the treatment which steerage 
passengers or third-class passengers receive _ 
there compared with others. ae class 
is not a oe too zoe for 1 me ae aft er Seat ex- | 
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perience. I know the position in Lon- 


don, for I have lived and worked with the 
people there. Will the Minister say that 
Great Britain has legislated on lines like 
those of this Bill? 

Mr. Grynn.—I have already said that 


‘Wii British Govertiment dealt with the 


question by means of regulations. 

_ Mr. TUDOR.—But the point is that 
we have not waited in this case to see what 
Great Britain has done. ae 

Sir Ropert Brst.—Because we cannot 
make the regulations. Great Britain can 
make the regulations because she is a 
unitary power. — 

Mr. TUDOR.—War Precautions Regu- 
lations are in existence as affecting some 
sections of the community, but the price- 
fixing regulations-were immediately with- 
drawn. One regulation prohibits any one 
from flying the red flag with the word 
“Socialism ” in white letters on it, but an 
auctioneer is permitted to fly a red flag 
with his name on it. Apparently, Great 


_ Britain can deal with immigration ques- 


tions by regulation and we cannot. We 

have to wait in some cases, but we must 

not wait in others. , 
Mr. Sampson.—The honorable member 


a has not told us whether he is in favour of 


or against paragraph gd. | 
Mr. TUDOR.—I have told the House 


that I shall not vote for it. 


‘ Johnson ).—Order! 


(Mr. Sampson) he 
_ have gone on the platform and 
that I was 


Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
I remind honorable 
members that the discussion of particular 


_ @lauses is a matter for Committee. 


Mr. TUDOR.—If I had not answered 
the honorable member for Wimmera 
would probably 
sald 


afraid to do. so. r 


. have told’ the honorable member that I 


shall vote-against the second reading of 
the Bill. 
_ George was reported to have said the other 


I believe that, as Mr. Lloyd 


_ night, the people are suffering from 
_ ghell-shock. Their minds are inflamed, and 
_ there is a danger of them running amok. 
_ They cannot see and think as clearly as 


yi 


ex 


oa 


fey 
oy 
vv 


weet 


_ they did before the war broke out. ba 
suppose no honorable member has a 
smaller proportion of Germans or de- 
- pendents of Germans in his electorate © 
_ than I have. I cannot call to mind one 
of them in the whole of my electorate. 
There was one man who desired to be in- 
terned, because he had been deprived of 
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his livelihood, but I do not know whether 
he has been let out or not. The Minister 
pointed out that the Government had 
power under this legislation to deport. 


Section 7 of the principal Act ‘provides, 


in effect, that :— 

Every prohibited immigrant entering or 

found within the Commonwealth in contraven- 
tion or evasion of this Act shall be guilty of 
an offence, and shall be liable upon summary 
conviction to be imprisoned for not more than 
six months, and in addition to or substitution 
of such imprisonment, shall be liable, pursuant 
to an order from the Minister, to be deported 
from the Commonwealth, 
That means that every person of the Ger- 
man, Austrian, Bulgarian, or Ottoman 
race, as enumerated in paragraph ge of 
clause 3, will be liable to deportation, 
even though he has been here for thirty 
or forty years. He will be found within 
the Commonwealth, and, therefore, be 
liable. 

Mr. Guynn.—That is not correct, It is 
for a period of five years after the com- 
mencement' of this measure. The dicta- 
tion test practically applies. The clause 
means five years’ prohibition, unless an 
exemption is granted. 

Mr. TUDOR.—But it can be continued 
so long as the party now in office remain 
there, and so long as the people are of 
the same mind as they are to-day. I 
still believe that persons of German, Aus- | 
trian, Bulgarian, or Ottoman birth, if 
found within the Commonwealth, will be | 
liable to deportation. 

Mr. Giynn.—Not unless it is proved 
that they have come in as prohibited 
immigrants. I showed that in my second 
reading” speech. | 

Mr. TUDOR.—The honorable mem- 
ber’s second reading speech will never 
be considered in a Court of law. When 
a Court takes this measure into consider- 
ation, lawyers like the Acting Attorney- 
General (Mr. Groom) and the honorable 
member for Kooyong (Sir Robert Best) 
will be prepared to do their best to con- 
fuse the Judges as to the interpretation 
of its provisions, and will be quite willing 
either to defend or prosecute a man for 
the same thing. | 

Mr. Groom.—The immigration of cer- 
tain persons into, the Commonwealth is 
prohibited, and those persons are described 
in the Bill. “i 

Mr. TUDOR.—Yes; but every prohi-” 
bited immigrant found in the Common- 
wealth in contravention or evasion of the 4 
Act is liable’ to. be deported. It is - 
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specified that this provision is limited io 
those who arrive in Australia within a 
period of five years. 

Mr. Grynn.—Yes, that is provided, as 
I pointed out when introducing the Bill. 

Mr. TUDOR.—A Court will take no 
notice of a speech delivered in Parlia- 
ment, and, although the Minister (Mr. 
Glynn) may have good intentions—it is 
said that the road to hell is paved with 
good intentions—he will not live for ever; 
he will not be in office administering this 
Act for all time. 

I agree with Mr. Lloyd George that 
the people are suffering from a cer- 
- tain amount of te Ministers 
are anxious to take advantage of this cir- 
cumstance. During the currency of the 


war we all denounced the German method 


of cultivating in the minds of their young 
people a spirit of hatred of their enemies. 
I do not believe in extending that system 
of hatred for one’s enemies. 

Mr. Larry Smirn.—l am pleased to 
oe the honorable member say s0. 

Mr. TUDOR.—A Bill of this character 
will tend to stir up hatred. It’ will teach 
eur children to treat certain people, 


not as human beings, but as some- 
thing quite different. . I. really  be- 
lieve that the object the Ministry 


have in introducing this measure is 
to. cover up their misdeeds and their 
failure to take action in other directions. 
On one occasion two gentlemen were driy- 
ing along a road behind a restive horse, 
and when they approached a traction 
engine the driver said to the other, “I 
will give him a good clout over the head.” 
“Why?” said his companion, “ Because,” 

said the driver, “he can think of only 
one thing at a time. If I give him a 
clout over the head he will think of that, 
and wall forget about the traction engine. 7% 
Ministers think that by stirring up their 


supporters with this class of legislaton. 


they will distract their attention from the 
profiteers. They will say to the electors, 


_ “We legislated to keep every German out 


of Australia for five years,” but they will 
not tell them that at the same time they - 
will permit German commercial travellers 
or wealthy German tourists’ to come in, 


~ or that they will have one method of ex- 


amination applied to those who travel in 
the steerage, and another. to those who 
avel in the first saloon. I object to a 
‘nuation of this policy of keeping up 
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hatred. We should endeavour to oat ihe’ 
people of Australia to realize that no good 
purpose will be served by doing so, Pro- 
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fessor Meredith Atkinson, in a recent ad- — 


dress, said that he had heard more extreme — 


views put forward in Oxford University ‘ 


than he had heard at any gathering on 
Yarra Bank or elsewhere. Ap- 
parently those who expound such views 
in Oxford University would be prohibited 


immigrants under the Pros how para) 


graph gd. 
Mr. Consiine.—Professor ‘Atkinson 
would also be kept out. it 
Mr. TUDOR.—That is quite oasis 


I suppose that Ben Tillett would be 


prévented from ' ‘coming to Australia if he 
still holds the views he expressed when he ~ 


was here some years ago. 


When the. Min- | 


ister was denouncing the persons described Vy 


in paragraph ge, I asked him whether he — 


would also exclude German music from iy 


_ Australia. . 


Mr, Guynn. Thy honorable eaiber a 


could not have heard what I said. I abso- 


lutely condemned any attempt to keep out 


men of the tho to. whom he has oy re- 
ferred. 


“Mr, TUDOR. —It would be just as Pe “ 


sonable to say that the works of the great 
German composers should be kept out of 
Australia. If that were done there would 
certainly be a dearth of music here. If 
Ministers profess to be such German 
haters, why should shang not go “ ne 


whole hoe. at oe a 


This legislation ’ is a bit of pone 
camouflage, brought forward for the pur- 


pose of stirring up the people in the com- — 


munity. 


T shall vote against the Bill. — 
I hope that the people of this and other’ 


countries will soon get into a more rea-' 


sonable frame of mind, and that our legis-’ 


lation will not be adinenen as it has ay 


been for the last four or five years. I 
trust that we shall speedily get back’ to. 


the time when we recognised that other — 
people have the right to live the life ne a 


were intended to live: 


Mr, FOWLER (Perth) [12.9] ae tte 
géneral intention the Bill should receive ‘ 


the support of a very. solid majority in 
the House. 
siderable number of years to see some He 
the proposals contained in it embodi 
the law. It is a long time since Ii 


I have waited for a gon- — 


rst ait 


urged that we should take power t 0. ex~ 


clude certain undesirable aliens, and La 
ip ae 


f _ : ; , yi} 
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eeecsd that at last action is being taken 
im that direction. . When I hear tthe hon- 
) — orable member fae Yarra (Mr. Tudor) 
| and others expressing the fear that this 
legislation will interfere with liberty and 
freedom, I am reminded of the exclama- 


} when she was about to be led to the scaf- 
fold, during the Reign of Terror, that 
there are many follies indeed committed 
and uttered in the name of freedom. 
Among the worst are those conditions 
which have allowed criminals and degene- 
rates to flood Australia with practically 
no restraint. Unfortunaltely, among our 
alien population there is a considerable 
percentage of undesirables, who have been 
‘allowed to remain in the ‘country, and it 
is a blot on our legislation and adminis- 
tration.’ 

There are features of the Bill with 
which I am not in accord. Power is to 
be taken to exclude anarchists, but there 
are anarchists who are as harmless as the 
proverbial lamb. There is a school: of 

anarchy which talks about and looks for- 
ward to a time when there will be no law, 
or any form of government, simply be- 
eause the people will be so prone to do 


the right thing that restraint of any kind. 


whatsoever will be unnecessary. 
Mr. Sampson.—They form a very small 
section of the anarchists. 
Ma POWEBRY That may’! bee the 
ease, but nevertheless they are a section 
which we should not persecute. — 
~ Mr. Consipine.—This Bill: would: keep 
] out a man like Prince Kropotkin. 

_ Mr, FOWLER.—I have him in mind, 
and others who have done good service to 
the world, and whose political ideas are 
harmless. 

Mr, Gtynn.—There is nothing in the 
Bill referring. to a man like Prince 
_ Kropotkin, who believed in philosophic 
ee rather than in the application 
“of physical force. 

Mr. FOWLER.—At any rate, he would 
have described himself as an anarchist, 
although he was as far removed as the 

poles are apart from those gentlemen who 
believe in the use of bombs, and other 
methods of overthrowing civilization. 

Sir Rosert Best.—He was the man 

who most strongly denounced what is 
going on in Russia to-day. 

_ Mr. FOWLER.—I believe that, he has 
f - paid with his life for his outspoken utter- 
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tion made by a famous Frenchwoman , 


f 


ances against the actions of the Bol- 
sheviks, 

Mr. Brennan.—lIs the honorable mem- 
ber favorable to the exercise of physical 
force under any circumstances for the 
overthrow of established systems of govern- 
ment ? 


Mr. FOWLER.—There have been, and 


probably are, systems of government in the 
world at the present time which it has 


_ been, and would be, any patriotic man’s 


duty to oppose, and overthrow, if possible, 
by military | measures. Prior to the 


war the system of government in 
Russia was one that, I think, any 
one would have been justified inv. 


opposing by force, and if there is any 
form of government in Mexico at present 
I am not sure that it would not be 
a very good thing if a sufficient 
number of patriots were prepared to 
take up arms and re-establish a_ better 
condition of affairs in that country, 
It might be possible under this Bill to 
exclude a man who would be a credit to 
any country. . We can all recall men-like 
Kossuth and Garibaldi, who took up arms 
against civilized Governments, and are to- 
day enrolled amongst the heroes who. have 
fought for the best interests of humanity. 
I should not like to see placed on our 
statute-book a, measure which might, by 
some blundez on the part of an over- 
zealcus Government officer, perpetrate an 
outrage on a man of that class. At. the 
same time, I recognise the stern neces- 
sity in these days of excluding from this 


country men who are prepared to take 


up arms against countries with TPR nesers 
tative institutions. 

Mr, Sampson.—That is the whole ques 
tion. 

Mr. FOWLER.—If the Bill could be: 
so modified as to cover that class of case 
it would meet the objections I have in 
mind. I think that it could be so modi- 
fied as to remove any hesitation on the 
part of honorable members in voting for 
ites 
There are in thar world to-day large 
numbers of men whose. idea is 
simply the destruction of all 
ing systems of government. 
would destroy even such systems of 
government as we have in Australia. 
These are men to whom destruction means ~— 
progress; to whom ruin means prosperity. 
There is only one method of dealing with 
such individuals. When we find them i 


exist- 
They 


11892 


our country, we should either ony oa 
out or put some equally emphatic end to 
their machinations and their mischief- 
making. 


Mr. Tupcr.—Could such men be de- 


ported under this Bill if they were aim) 


before it came into operation ? 

Mr. FOWLER.—I am coming to that 
point. J desire to see larger powers taken 
with respect to deportation. There is 
power under clause 7 to deport, within 
three years after his arrival in Aus- 
tralia, any person convicted of a criminal 
offence punishable by imprisonment for 
one year or longer; or who is living on 
the prostitution of others. Under the Bill 
as it stands a man might be found 
guilty of perhaps the most, dastardly of- 
fence that could be imagined—living on 
the prostitution of poor wretched women 
—three years and a month after the date 
of his arrival here, and having been 
punished for that offence, he would bea 
free again to earry on within Australia 
his infamous trade. We should have 
power to deport those persons at any time 
after they have been convicted of such 
an offence. 

Mr. Sampson.—Hear, hear; whatever 
their length of residence might be. 


Mr. FOWLER.—Undoubtedly. The 
Bill can, and ought to be, strengthened 
very materially in that direction. There 
ought to be no term of exemption from 
deportation in respect of aliens commit- 
ting offences of that kind, 


Mr. Brennan.—TI hope that the honor- 


able member will be prepared to recog- 
nsé that a’person convicted of an offence 
punishable by twelve months’ imprison- 
ment might be punished by a sentence of 


only one month’s imprisonment. vate 


Mr. FOWLER.—That perhaps is more 
of a legal distinction than is the point 
I am trying to make. 


offence of the character mentioned in 
clause 7 should be liable to deportation 
at any time after his arrival in Australia. 
I tried to introduce the principle in 


another measure of this: kind which was 


before the House some years ago. 
Sir Roperr Best.—The point sought 


to’ be made by the honorable member for 


Batman (Mr. Brennan) is that a person 
-eonyicted of an offence the maximum 
punishment for ‘which was twelve 
months’ imprisonment might be sen- 
ced to only one month’s imprisonment. 


and therefore caused the at po 


‘months or more, he should not be liable. 


My view is that 


the application of the word “ 
any person found guilty of an indictable 


Mri. “FOWLER. anal bef cireum- Eee 
stances that made the offence less grave, rp 


ment to be inflicted. 

Mr. Brennan.—That is che point. : 
Mr. FOWLER.—It is worthy of con 
sideration. It might be advisable to pro- — 
vide that, unless a man is actually sen-— 
tenced to imprisonment for twelve 


to deportation. ‘There might be wae 
stances which would justify some Ce Bs 


sideration for a person who had com-— 


mitted an offence of the kind set out in i 
clause 7, but who, because of lg hin 
features was sentenced to only a heendae 
term of imprisonment. 
Mr, Guynn.-—As a matter of feck ha 
is provided for in the administration of 
the Act. .All such cases are submitted to 
the Minister for consideration. 
Mr, FOWLER.—1t might be ecirabie 
to provide in the Bill itself that such — 
matters shall be submitted to the Min 
ister for consideration. We ought to — 
have power, however, to deport criminals — 
convicted of the offences mentioned in 
paragraphs a, 6, and ¢ of clause 7 at any 
time after their arrival in Australia. Hiatt 
Mr. Consmninz.—What becomes of the 
honorable member’s previous justification ) 
of those who have overthrown czars? 
Mr, FOWLER.—Clause 7 applies only 
to a certain class of criminals convicted — vs 
in Australia of a criminal offence. an 
has nothing to do with the Czar. = os 
Mr, Tupor.—I think paragraph d Te- ie 
lates to persons who. advocate the oyer- 
throw of the established — government ; 
of any civilized country. : 
Mr. FOWLER.—The remarks Ti ave 
made apply only to clause 3 and pany 
graphs a, b, and c of clause 7. 4 
Mr, Consrprve. —My objection, was. to. 


to such people as those. whose actions 
have been indorsed by the honorabl 
member. . 

Mr. FOWLER.—1 think I have shown. 
clearly the persons to whom I refer. 

Clause 7 also gives power to de epe 
persons who have become inmates of a 
insane asylum or public charitable inst 
tution within three years. after their a 
rival in Australia. There is one class of 
individual with which Australia has been 
cursed. I refer to-the typical waster; 
who has been sent out by his people for 
his quuntty 6 Bones but certainly 2 not ot for’ 
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him to live here’ for years on their 


“remittances, a pest and a nuisance to 


_ every one, and eventually to be put 


for the remainder of his years in a 
charitable institution. Several cases of 
the kind have come within my own ex- 
perience. The Government should take 
power to restrain that kind of immigra- 
tion imto Australia. Speaking as one 
who knows something of the view taken 
of this matter in the Old Country, I may 
say that Australia has been regarded too 
often as a country to which should he 
sent all such undesirables. It is not fair 
to this country, because they are a taint 
to the community, and are just as objec- 
tionable as others who commit certain of- 
fences which lead to their imprisonment. 


_ I shall give the Bill my general sup- 


i - port. I trust the Minister will accept 


my suggestions in the spirit in which they 
are uttered, and, if necessary, when we 
get into Committee, I shall move amend- 


' ments designed to improve the measure in 


_ the direction I have indicated. 
Sir ROBERT BEST (Kooyong) [12.26]. 


- —I sympathize with some of the re- 


marks made by the honorable mem- 
ber for Perth (Mr, Fowler) as to 
_ the class of persons whom the Govern- 
ment might be at liberty to deport. His 
| suggestion is that a number of those men- 
- tioned in clause 3 of the Bill are of the 
most undesirable class, and in the best 
interests of the country should be subject 
to deportation at any time the Govern- 
ment see fit to deport them. I would like 
to draw his attention, however, to the 
fact that under the principal Act it is 
quite competent for the Government to 
deport certain persons of a criminal type, 
go that it is not necessary to incorporate 

in this Bill what has already been pro- 
vided for in theprincipal Act. | 
Mr, Fowrer.—Such deportation is not 

_ made obligatory. 
| . Sir ROBERT BEST.—There is room 


for extension in that regard. 


aa ._ The Leader of the Opposition (Mr. 
_. Yudor) reproached the Government be- 


a a eause, while/they had waited for a pre- 
- eedent to be set by the British Govern- 
ment in regard to a number of other 
‘matters, they had failed in this case to 
do so. He asked why the Government 
gould not do by regulation anything 
ata which the British Government deemed it 


ale 
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necessary todo. I would point out, how- 
ever, that with the expiration of the War 
Precautions Act it will be quite impos- 
sible to make regulations of the kind sug- | 
gested. The honorable member also 
asked what had already been done in this 
direction by the British Government. I 
would draw his attention to a statement 
in to-day’s newspaper, which may be re- 
garded as representing the latest advices 
as to action contemplated by the Imperial 
Government. It is stated that— 

_ The new order issued by the British Govern 
ment for the restriction of the immigration of 
aliens, now that the war is over, continues 


many of the embargoes which were in force in 
war time. iy 

Enemy aliens must obtain the permission of 
the Home Secretary before they can land in 
the Kingdom. Other aliens desiring. to land 
must obtain the permit of an immigration offi- - 
cer, which can be refused if the alien is indigent 
or mentally deficient, or if he cannot show that 
a job awaits him. Many provisions of’ the order 
regulate the movements of the aliens after 
their admission. 


sh es ie: 


The British Governfnent, therefore, is 
fully mindful of the whole situation, and 
is taking the most ample powers to pro- 
vide for complete prohibition of certain 
classes of immigrants. As a matter of 
fact, it has already exercised the power 
to prohibit and the power to deport toa 
very great extent. It was necessary for 


the safety of the realm that that should 
e done. 


' As to the United States of America, we _ 
read in to-day’s newspapers that— 

Mr. Johnson (California) has introduced a 
Bill into the United States House of Represen- 
tatives prohibiting immigration into America 
for two years, with the exception of persons 
who consent to restrict their stay to six months 


only, 
We are not the only community, therefore, 
that is alive to the immediate necessities 
of the present time. The United States 
of America has at all times been very 
particular as to the class of immigrants 
that should be admitted. Like J apan and 
other countries, itv has required the \pre- 
sentation of a passport before any admis- 
sion can take place. This passport sys- 
tem is applicable to all classes of the 
community. ag 
Mr, Tupor.—It is provided in this Bill 
that the Government may make arrange- 
ments with other Governments under 


which the passport system could be. 
abolished. | i, 
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oir ROBERT BEST. —Clearly, by ar-' 
rangement. The honorable member was 
complaining tHat we were going much 
further than the United States of America 
has. gone. In America, it is necessary 
that passports shall be first obtained from 
the American Consul, who, before issuing 
them, satisfies himself as to the character 
and health of the applicants. In that 
way, the fullest possible precaution is 
taken. In the past, Australia has been 
rather regardless of those precautions, 
and I think it wise that some effort should 
be made to protect ourselves against the 
conditions and dangers which we know 
exist. 
~The honorable member for Yarra 
(Mr. Tudor) skated lhghtly over para- 


graph gd- of clause .3, which pro- 
hibits the admission of anarchists 
and others bent upon the  destruc- 


tion of~- government. He is fearful 
of the interpretation that may be placed 
upon that paragraph. The honorable 
member would havésdone himself and his 
party of moderates more justice if he had 
taken up a stronger attitude against those 
who are disgracing the Labour, party by 
reason of their extreme actions and doc- 
trines. 

Mr. Tupor.—They hate us more thet 
they hate the honorable member. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—In our midst 
are avowed anarchists, who have an- 
nounced their. determination, ‘so far as 
within them lies, to bring about the ruin 
of ordered institutions. By reason of the 
liberty and generous consideration ex- 
tended to them by the Government, these 
“men are permitted to abuse the protection 
given to them, and to publicly avow their 
intention, and the Bolshevik propaganda 
in Australia is responsible for the ruin 
and distress which are apparent in the 
community to-day. 

“Mr. Cae What about the hon- 
orable member’s Ulster friends? 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—When those 
_ with whom the honorable member is allied 
are fighting to remain in alliance with the 
British Empire, we shall recast our views 


and see something in them to admire, 


The only crime of the Ulstermen is that 
they insist on remaining a part of and in 
association. with the Mother Country, 
and refuse to belong to an enemy nation, 
and to subscribe to a form of Home Rule 
which makes for the establishment of a 


republic. author in turn, penis aim at 
the destruction. of the British Empire. . 
3 congratulate the Government on recog- 
nising conditions as they find them. They 
realize that the anarchists and direct- 


actionists are a menace to the community, __ 
and that the hideous Bolshevik element is __ 


insidioysly penetrating, with deadly 
effect, various peaceful communities. 
They see abroad the emissaries of Lenin, 
Trotsky, and other criminals-who are re- 
sponsible for the appalling conditions of 
affairs existing in Russia, and they are 
resolved that men of that type shall not 
be permitted to enter Australia. 


uppose. 
ee ROBERT BEST. —We are dealing 
with the peaceful community of Australia, 
not with Russia. 
continue to. 
tented lives, 


live’ peaceful and con- 
and the only means of 


insuring that is to recognise ordered go- 


vernment and discourage revolution. 


Every person in. Australia may be con 


stitutionally represented in Parliament, 
and may by that means play his part in 
the promotion of ordered. government, 


There is no democratic aspiration. thaby 3 


cannot be achieved through the existing — 
franchise for this Parliament. Bearing — 
that fact in mind, we are fighting for the 
maintenance of ordered government, and 
to secure social and industrial peace; 
the anarchist cancer must be cut out ruth-. 
lessly. Some honorable members oppo- 
site are very solicitous lest men of the - 


anarchist or Bolshevik type should be ex- 
cluded from Australia. hi 
Tupor.—Does the Bill provide. : 


Mr. 


Our people desire to — 
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s 


that those who were here prior to its in-_ qen 


troduction shall be deported? 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—Every ‘amar ae 


-chist, and every man of the Bolshevik _ 


type, ought to be deported. 

Mr. Tupor.—Does this Bill say ‘80? 
| Sir ROBERT BEST.—Perhaps not; 
but I would be very glad if clause 3 oe 


the Bill could be linked’ up with sec-_ me 


tion: 7. of the Act, 
for the deportation of ‘undésirables, 
deportation of these criminals seems to’ be, 


a matter of great concern to some hon- 
orable members opposite, but I assure 
them that there is not the slightest chance 


of any innocent man coming within the 


which provides — 
The, 


_provisions of the Bill. The undesirableness a 
of an immigrant is to ‘be determined, reste 
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aN ‘onthe mere tpse dixit of the Minister, A 


oard is to be constituted, of which a 


_ — Judge of the Supreme Court, or some 


é 


~ 


a 


~ 


\ 
- 


- plain. 


other individual of judicial position, will 
be chairman, to investigate and decide 


_ whether certain persons come:within the 
_ terms of the Bull, 
mah was convicted of a criminal offence, 
or is living on the prostitution of others, 
_ or has been an inmate of an insane asylum 


If it is found that a 


or a public charitable institution, or— 
and this is the part: that hurts honorable 
members—he is an ‘‘ anarchist or person 
who advocates the overthrow by force or 
violence of the established government of 


the Commonwealth, ‘or of any State, or 
_.of any other civilized country 


‘Ulster. 
Sir ROBERT BEST.—If Ulstermen 
eome within the provisions of the Bill, 
the honorable member should not com- 


ConsipinE.—That is rough on 


"Mr. Consipine.—I Hould not like to 


| lose the honorable member. 


Sir ROBERT BEST.—The honorable 
member need not worry himself on my 
account. If a man advocates the assassi- 


_ nation of public officials, does the honor- 
able member think that such a person 


should be allowed to remain in the Com- 
-Monwealth? Does* he object to advocates 
of assassination being deported? The Bill 
will prohibit also a person who teaches the 
unlawful destruction of property. Per- 
haps that is more to the honorable mem- 
ber’s liking! It is’ obvious that the 
classes of persons enumerated in that pro- 
vision are no mere figment of the Min- 
ister’s imagination. Such individuals 
exist in our midst, and they are undesir- 
able. citizens of whom Australia’ should 
get rid at the earliest possible moment. 
The Government realize that these agents 
are the cause of the dislocation of govern- 
ment, anarchy, starvation, and distress. 
But they do not wish to do any man an 


injustice. They provide that suspected 


persons may be brought. before a Board, 
and only if they are proved to be unde- 
sirables of thé type prohibited, will they 
be deported. My only regret is that 
Australia did not earlier enact similat 
legislation. The country would have been 
much better off to-day if that had been 
paromien 5° , 


The honorable member for Yarra (Mr. 


Tudor) seems to have a terrible fear that 
we may by this Bill accentuate the hatred 


~ by this community of Germans, Austrians, 


‘Hungarians, and Ottoman Turks. © 


Ys 
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Mr. Consitpine.—The honorable mem- 
ber does not mean to say that he favours 
keeping the whole of the Royal Family 
out of Australia for five years’? 

Sir ROBERT: BEST.—If the honor- 
able member is referring to the German 
Royal family, the civilized world. has 
ruled them to be despised criminals. Ef 
am certain that had victory gone to the 
Germans, instead of to the Allies, they 
would not have shown to us the same 
tender solicitude that some honorable 
members are desirous of extending to 
them. If there exists hatred and bitter- 
ness, our enemies alone are responsible for 
it, and, furthermore, the war has revealed 
to us the hideous and infamous side of the - 
German character, and we are legislating 
with that knowledge. In any case, the 
prohibition of enemy aliens is limited to 
a period of five years, at the end of which 
Parlhament can review the position. 

Mr. Tupor.—I am in favour of Lord 
Milner being kept out of the British Em: 
pire for five years. 

Sir ROBERT BEST.—Lord Milner 
does not come within the provisions of this 
Bill, and the honorable member knows 
that his reflection is unjust and wicked. 
When the Germans have become properly 
penitent, and have shown remorse for the 
criminality for which they have been 
guilty, we shall be able to reconsider their, 
claims to more considerate treatment. 
This Parliament need not show undue 
tenderness in dealing with circumstances 
which we know to exist. Therefore I 
gladly afford my support to the Bill, 
whilst being of opinion that its provisions 
might be strengthened in several respects. 

Mr. CONSIDINE (Barrier) [12.451— 
I have great pleasure in opposing this 
Bill, especially that portion referring to 
the exclusion of anarchists and others 


. 43 opponents of established government. | 


Sir Roperr 
not ? | 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—It does not h 
me. 

Sir Rozert Brst.—It seems to, | 

Mr. CONSIDNE.—I welcome the Bulb | 
in one sense—bhecause it will give us on 
this side a free hand. when we get inte 
power. I am opposed to the Bill, 
not because, as the Leader of the Oppo- — 
sition (Mr. Tudor) suggested, it is merely 
a harmless measure introduced for eléc- 
tioneering purposes, with a view to plac- 
ing this side of the House in an invidious. 
position. I do not take that view at 


Brest.—It hurts, does.it 
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all; IE believe the Bill is part and parcel 
of ‘a conspiracy of the organized thieves 
of society, who to-day are taking Steps 
in every country of the world to deport 
people who are opposed to existing social 
order—to the existing economic basis on 
which society rests. It is from that 
point of view that I oppose the Bill. I 
do not propose while I remain in this 
House to lend any assistance to the 
governing classes of this or any other 
country to safeguard themselves from 
the well-merited punishment which is fast 
approaching. 

Mr. Boyp.—Is that a threat or a pro- 
mise ? 

--Mr: CONSIDINE.—It is neither; it 
is merely a prophesy. 

Mr. Latrp Smita.—If the honorable 
member so believes, why did he take the 


oath of allegiance ‘when he entered this. 


House? 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Why did _ the 
honorable member sign the Labour 
pledge and break it? 

‘ Mr. Larrp Smirn.—lI did not. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The honorable 


member had better be careful, or he will 
find himself within the provisions of the 
class to which I am referring. 

Mr. Larrp Smrrx.—I would rather be 

deported than remain under your régime 
if you were in power. 
. Mr. CONSIDINE.—The honorable 
member chooses that reasonable precau- 
tion which other men outside show when 
a policeman approaches. I am opposed 
to the Bill because it is a perpetuation of 
the system inaugurated in Australia 
when the war broke out. It is designed 
to protect those people who have taken 
ssociety by the throat, and are robbing 
the great bulk of the people. It is such 
measures as this that meet every effort 
of the people to release themselves from 
the crowd who are fattening and. batten- 
ing on them. 

The Bill proposes in the first place to 
exclude any person holding views opposed 
to the existing system of government in 
this or any other country. 

ee Rosert Best.—The Bill does not 
say s 

Nee: “CONSIDINE .—It does say so. 

_ Mr. G@tynn.—The word ‘‘ believes ”’ 
which occurs in the American Act, was 
deliberately avoided to prevent that, 

aA 

us that he deliberately struck out the 

word ‘'‘believes’’, but he has carefully 
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Bill | 
Baath ‘advocates or isaehea® i ‘ 
a very fine distinction when @ man 


long as he does not open his mouth he ~ 


is all right. 


To my mind, 
the 


he advocates or teaches it. 
though I may be wrong, 


No doubt the word was left 
out because it is impossible to determine 
whether a man believes in a thing unless ~ 


fellow. 


may believe in a certain thing, but 80) . | th 


Se ieee 


countrymen of the Minister (Mr. Glynn), : 


and myself, are to a large extent mem- 


bers of an organization which seeks to ua 
establish the government of their own 
country by its own people, and, by reason 


of that membership, would be debarred Hane 


from entering Australia. 


Mr. GLYNN, —Certainly not. 
‘* force’? occurs. Surely 


The word 
the honorable — 
member does not think thay constitutional 


changes come within the purview of the = = 


Bill. 


Mr. CONSIDINE—I am not dealing 
with the advocacy of changes by so-called 
constitutional methods, but referring to 


the position of Ireland at the present ae 


time. 


Mr. Larrp Smrru.—To what orden 


tion does the honorable member refer? — 3 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The 


organization. I have a copy of the Times — 


of 18th June last, which reports the find- — 
ings of the Trish-American Commission, heat 
which, with the permission of Mr. Lloyd ~~ 
with passports — 


George, and armed 


Sinn Fein 


granted by the British and American 


authorities, made an investigation of the 


conditions in Ireland at the time of their { 
This Commission has made seven- 


Visit. 


teen specific charges against the adminis- i 


tration of the British Government in Ire- — 
land and the armed occupation of Ire 
land by British military troops. Amongst 
those charges is one which I say would 


justify the overthrow by force of any Go- ag 


vernment in any so-called civilized coun- 


try that dared to treat its inhabitants in pa 
the manner. described. If those conde 60) 
tions existed in Australia, ‘England, or) 


any other country, the people would have 
no manhood in them—would be worse 
than serfs and slaves—if they did not 


revolt by physical force, or any other | 


4 


means, against such damnable conditions. 


Amongst the seventeen charges made by 


the Commission are the following : —— 


tendants. 


Prisoners are confined in narrow cells, with ay Al 
hands handcuffed behind them, day and night. Age ak 
In this condition they are fed by gaol at- 
They are aah no : é 
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of the Taft Administration. 
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of answering calls of nature, and are com- 
pelled to lie in their clothing, fouled by human 
excrement, for days at a time. 

‘Persons are confined in cells which are not 
large enough for one man. They are not pro- 
vided with beds or bunks of any kind, but are 
compelled to sleep upon the bare floors. There 
are no toilet facilities or receptacles to con- 
tain the human offal, which necessarily accu- 
mulates upon the floors, where men are com- 
pelled to sleep in the filth night after night. 

The food is insufficient and unwholesome. 
Prisoners, men and women, are compelled to 
live for days upon water and poorly-baked 
sour, and stale bread, 

Hundreds of men and women have been dis- 
charged from gaol with impaired constitutions, 
and are, in many cases, incurable invalids as 
oo: result, of their treatment, 


Sir Rosrert Brest.—Have you read the 
denials by the British Government? — 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—Where are they? 
Sir Roserr Bust. —They ‘have been 
publishad: @ 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—The honorable 
- member knows that, before the T'umes 
- published these charges, the British Go- 


- vernment were asked for a contradiction, 


but no contradiction was forthcoming 
until they were published. Since that 
time, the British Government, through 
Mr, Macpherson, have made an attempi 
to answer them, but the British news- 
papers have said that the explanation 
given is lame and halting, and does not 
in any way clear up the charges. 
Mr, Brennan.—The Times says so. 
Mr. CONSIDINE. — The Times, 
which is supposed to be the principal 
mewspaper in England, has denounced 
the explanation as lame and halting. The 
members of this Commission are reput- 
able citizens of the United States of 
America, and one of them was a member 


denied admission, or their own  state- 
ments, to one prison, but they entered 
Mountjoy Prison, and what they saw 
there was the ground for the charges 
they made. Under the Bill, people who 
resent that state of affairs in Ireland, 
and who propose to take active steps to 
remedy it, by whatever means in their 


_ power, will be prohibited from entering 


Australia. The Minister knows that the 
great majority of the Irish people to-day 


are determined to get rid: of these damn- 


\ able conditions. 
Mr, Grynn.—I know no more of the 


Vn paces than you do. 


Mr. CONSIDINE. —You de ue age 
you do not know. 


1 
wine) 
§ 

; 
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They were. 


Mr. Grywn.—Human enbasity must 
have some limit. . 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—The honorable 
member for Perth (Mr. Fowler) referred 
to the overthrow of Czardom by force; 
and I remind honorable members that 
the overthrow of the German Republic, 
which was received with acclamation by 


the Allies, was accomplished by force, as 


was the overthrow of other autocratic and 
repressive Governments in Europe. 
According to the Bill, after the expira- 
tion of five years, any person who is of 
“German, Austro-German, Bulgarian, 
or Hungarian parentage or nationality, : 
or is a Turk of Ottoman race,” may still | 
be excluded from this country for adyo- 


cating or taking patt i in the overthrow of 


autocratic, institutions by foree. By 
some it will be said that such an inter- 
pretation will not be placed on the provi- 
sions of the Bill, and I believe. that it 
will not in the case of the higher and rul- 
ing classes. Men of the type of the Ger- 
man baron, who was allowed to have his 
wireless-equipped yacht off the English 
coast during the whole period of the war, 
will not be debarred from entering the 
Commonwealth, but a Karl Liebknecht, a 
Rosa Luxembourg, or any German work- 
ing-class advocate of social — justice, 
would be excluded, just because they hap- 
pen to be German. 


Sitting suspended from 1 to 2.15 p.m. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—For | instance,: 
what is the-interpretation of the phrase, 
‘or who is opposed to organized govern- 
ment???’ Some members opposite take. 1t 
to mean a person who holds the doctrines 
of the Bolsheviks of Russia, but no one 


“who has studied the social eevolaiian in 


Russia can claim ‘that there is not an 
organized system. of daha: in that 
country. 

_ Mr. ARcHiBaLp. aihag, where they 
shoot their opponents on sight? 

Mr, CONSIDINE.—AIl organized Go- 
vernments shoot their opponents | during 
civil war. 

Mr. ArcurBaLp.—Not the civil popu- 
lation. That. is done only by your 
friends the Germans. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—The 
member is not entitled to speak for my 
friends. He is not a friend of mine, nor 
is he a friend of my friends. 

Mr. Sinctair.—He is no friend of the 
Germans. 
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Mr. CONSIDINE.—There are Ger- 
mans and Germans. This Bill proposes 
-.%o0 prohibit the entry only of certain 
Germans. The honorable member for 
Hindmarsh (Mr. Archibald), like his. 
friends in England, would make a dis- 
einction between working-tlass Germans 
and master-class Germans. 

Mr. ARrcHIBALD.—No, I would not; 
speak for yourself. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am speaking for 
the honorable member as his views are 
expressed in the Bill that he supports. 
Would a person advocating. the Soviet 
form of government be. debarred, under 
‘this clause, from entering the Common- 
wealth ? 

Mr. Guynn. A Oraewould have to .ex- 
amine the form of government before 
answering that question. ‘‘ Organized 
government’’ is an abstract term. The 
Bill does not say; ‘‘ An organized’ Govern- 
ment.’’ 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Would an advo- 
eate of the Soviet form of government, 
as opposed to the parliamentary system 
of government, be debarred ? \ 

Mr. Poynron.—I hope he would be. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If the view of the . 


Acting Minister for the Navy is the view - 


of the Government, then I am quite right 
im’ saying that the Bill is likely to be 
used to keep out persons opposed not to all 
organized government, but to the par- 
ticular form of organized government 
that obtains here. 

Mr. Poynton.—A man who wants to 
introduce a Soviet form of government 
wer not to be here. His place is out- 
side 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Does the honor- 
able member mean outside the Common- 
wealth? As the honorable member for 
Perth’ (Mr. Fowler) put it in dealing — 
with Prince Kropotkin, a man may be 
theoretically in favour of another form of 


government, which he believes is a’ higher 


form than the parliamentary system, and 
“may not be engaged in deeds of violence 
at all. If that man came to Australia, 
believing that it would be more advan. 
tageous to the people of Australia, from 
the administrative, social, and industrial 
| Points. of view, to substitute a Soviet form 


of administration for our existing parlia- 


“mentary institutions, 
“out by this Bill? | nai 
Mr. SincLatR.—Do you think the 


‘ Bovieb is an organized form of govern- 
ment ? . 


would he be shut 


Mr; CONSIDINE.—-I am certainat ie) 


If the honorable member has the time 
and inclination, I am ‘prepared to meet 


him outside, ane debate the matter with . 


him. Will the Minister say whether 
Kropotkin, or any other Russian who 


favoured the Soviet form of government 


in substitution for the’ parliamentary 


/ 


system, if there was nothing else against 
him, except his advocacy, in accordance 


with the laws of this country, of a change 


by the majority. of the people in that. 1 
direction, would be prevented by this Bill 


from entering the Commonwealth ? 
Mr. Grsson.—He has no right to come 


into this country if he is not prepared. to | 


comply with its laws, 

Mr. 
orable member does not suggest that a 
man cannot come into this country and 
criticise the institutions that prevail here, 
and try to alter them? | 

Mr. Ropcers.—He cannot come here 
to overthrow the reigning system of the 
Empire, and substitute Bolshevism. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—If the majority of 
the people desire to institute the Soviet 
form of government here, eee have a 
perfect right to do so. 


Mr. 
argument. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—It is. I am op- © 


posed to any provision that will prevent 


the entry into the Commonwealth of a 


man who advocates a change in our 


bystem of government, which he honestly 
believeg will be for the benefit of the 
He should have a right to*con-. 
vince the people of the soundness of his 
If he can convert the people to 


people. 


views. 


CONSIDINE.—Surely the hon-_ 


RODGERS.—That was not ‘your: ay 


his opinions, do honorable members Oppo- 
site say that the majority of the people 
have no right to alter their governmental iy 
system in accordance with their ‘Chere i 


ideas? 
Mr. 
‘‘honestly.’’ 


Roperrs. —You used the! woe ee 
Most of them with their — 


revolutionary ideas have no conception 


of what honesty means. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.\The 


honorable 4 n 


member is measuring other people by his g 


own bushel. 


Mr. Larrp ‘Smrra.—What i igs the! Soviet ce 


form of government? 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—I have tried pen 
different times in this chamber to explain __ 
‘my views on the Soviet yen tan ayer aan) 


been prevented. 


Mr. ARCHIBALD. —Where i is ‘this s organ ws 


ized Soviet government? — 


} AR: raat 


4. it 


‘ 
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Mr. CONSIDINE.—Not in Hind- 


: marsh, or the honorable member would 
_ not be here.. 


Mr. Roperrs.—If America threw out 
2 man of that type, you would say he 
‘was good enough to be allowed in here. 
' Mr. CONSIDINE.—I do not care 
what any other country does: We are 
not going to be dictated to by America 
on the one hand, or Russia on the other. 
If an American citizen came here, and 
promulgated his views on American insti- 
tutions, that is no reason why he should 
be shut out, so long as he was prepared 
to state his case fairly to the people. 
_Mr. Ropcrers.—You mean a reject of 
America ? 


oe Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am speaking . of 


a native of the United States of 
America. 
Mr’ Sincrair.—Or an American 


with an American nigger ? 


for Denison (Mr. Laird Smith). 


Y 


nigger. 
Mr.» CONSIDINE.—What is wrong 
Is he not a 
.man? Is he not entitled to the rights 
of a human being equally with the hon- 
‘orable member ? : 
Mr. Sincuair.—Of course he is. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—tThe honorable 
member seems to think that because a 
man has a coloured skin, he has no rights. 
Mr. Larrp Smira.—The honorable 
member could not understand you advo- 
cating a White Australia. 
Mr. CONSIDINE.—I can quite under- 
stand his limited mentality when he is on 
the same side as the honorable member 
The 
point is that the paragraph to which 
I am referring would exclude’ any- 
body who desired to earn his living 
here, and at the. same time to pro- 


- mulgate the views, which he honestly 


held, of what would constitute a better 
form of government than we have now. 
or a better social system, or a better sys- 
tem. of production. 

Mr. Guynn.—The clause does not say 
that, or imply it in any s€nse. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Just now the Min- 
ister refused to give me the assurance 
that I sought, that a person who believed 


in, and advocated, the Soviet form of 


government, which is an organized form 
of government, as against our present 


; i: parliamentary system, would be permitted 


i? SNMr.’ Grynn.— You 


to land. Ht 
have to test what it 


is. The action of the Soviets is not at 


Ca 


; e Noh Ms 4 | 
@ 7 . 9 


aH hi 


ie x all eonsistent with their original declara- 


A 


: rd 
tions. It is force that they are using 
now. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—The’ Government 


of the Commonwealth also uses force. 

Mr. Grynn.—The honorable member is 
dealing now in the usual political shib- 
boleths. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I am dealing with 
facts. 

Mr. Larrp Smita.—You would not al- 
low one of us to live. _ 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—1I have no homi- 
cidal tendencies in my make-up. The 
worst thing I could possibly do with the 
honorable member would be to put “him 
to.useful work. The paragraph also in- 
cludes any person who ‘‘adyocates the 


assassination of public officials, or who. 


advocates or teaches the unlawful destruc- 
tion of property.” 

Mr. SPEAKER (Hon. W. Elliot 
Johnson).—I_remind the honorable mem- 
ber that, on the second reading of a Bill, 
principles only may be discussed. The 
practice of picking out certain clauses or 
portions of clauses, and referring to them 
in detail is quite irregular in speaking on 
the second reading of a measure. It 18 
only proper to deal with clauses in detail 
during the Committee stage, when the 
general principles of a Bill may not be 
discussed. x ! a 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—I understood that 
an honorable member is entitled to illus- 
trate the principles of a Bill by pointing 
out the particular application of any por- 
tion of it to that principle. : 

Mr. SPEAKER.—The proper time for 
dissecting a Bill in regard to its various 
clauses is during the Committee stage. 
Only the general principles of.a measure, 
and not the details of its specific clauses, 


are legitimate subjects for discussion on 


the second reading. © 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—TI regret that your 
ruling was not given when the Minister 
was introducing the Bill, because he 
specifically referred to paragraphs and 
clauses. 

Mr. SPEAKER.—That is perfectly 
true; but when a Minister is explaining 
the provisions of a Bill, more latitude is 


Allowed to him than is usually accorded ~ 


in the general discussion in the House, so 
that he may acquaint honorable members 
with the character and nature of. the pro- 


visions of the Bill, thus enabling them to 


be better equipped for discussing the 
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clauses when the Bill goes into Committee, 
where the clauses can be fully debated 
and any desired amendments may be 
moved, : 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—Am T[ entitled to 
refer to the Minister’ s explanation of the 
elauses ? 


Mr. SPEAKER.—Not in regard to the 
clauses individually, but only on the gene- 
ral principles to which they refer. 


Mr. Grynn.—It was in order to con- 
form to the practice of Parliament that 
I confined my explanation to the two 
principle clauses of the Bill. 


Mr. CONSIDINE.—Apparently I am 
debarred from dealing with the Minister’s 
explanation at this stage, and am not per- 
mitted to dissect the clauses of the mea- 
sure. 


Mr. SPEAKER.—I have asked. the 
honorable member to bear in mind that 
only the general principles of a Bill can 
be discussed on a second reading, but he 
may incidentally refer to the clauses, with- 
out, specifically picking out any or dissect- 
ing them. 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—The Bill proposes 
to debar from coming to Australia, or to 
deport, people who advocate the unlaw- 
ful destruction of property. A similar 
provision was embodied in.the Unlawful 
Associations Act, and when that measure 
was before this House I pointed out that 
advocacy of the unlawful destruction of 
property might be construed to mean “ de- 
struction of perishable commodities or 
foodstuffs”; and the man who does not 
happen to be born in Australia, but is 
an official of a wnion on strike in an in- 
dustry connected with perishable food- 
stuffs—a butchers’ union, for instance, 
or any other union in connexion with the 
meat trade—might be accused of having 
advocated the destruction of property be- 
cause, owing to the strike, certain produce 
had been destroyed. Of course, we have 
been assured that the Unlawful Associa- 
tions Act would not be used in that way, 
but the experience of the people of Aus- 
tralia has been that a Government which 
is exercising power of a dubious nature, 


~~. such as that. which is embodied in the 


clauses of the Bill before us to-day, places 
on it an interpretation to suit itself. The 
experience we have had during the war, 
and since then, in respect to the deporta- 
_ tion of men, does not give the people any 
: ‘, iat ai as re 


Ny 
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Bill provides, I see no reason why people | 


What danger would there be in permitting 


CON wit Ok an, (tla se! 4 ak 
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Sealine of. ge that ‘the Gores: 
of the day will not abuse the power given 
by this Bill, Men have been a 
without the least shadow of a trial or Op- 
portunity to defend themselves, and this 
Bill does not give adequate protection to 
members of the working class who may 
come into conflict with the vested interests. cies 


oe eee. 


of the country, as represented by the Go- 


vernment of the day. I do not believe 

that, the policy of which this Bill is a— 
sample has been developed in Australia. 
[t seems to me it is part and parcel of 

an international arrangement to deport 
members of the working classes who are | 
opposed to the existing social order c ya 
in any country in which they have <)> 
not been born, and who ‘seek to jae 
develop in it a system of govern us 3 
ment more in harmony with economie 
Men have been deported from 
America, and South Africa is adopting — 

this same method of dealing with persons. _ i 
Some years ago the Union Government — 
deported seven or eight men—extra con- a ne 
stitutional action was required in order | yen 
to do so—solely because of their connexion 

with an industrial trouble in Johannes- 
burg. The measure before us will permit — 

the same thing to be done here. First of — 
all, the Bill provides that men who are ~ 
known to hold ideas calculated to subvert ? 
the existing form of capitalistic gdvern- 
ment, known as parliamentary repres ae 
tion, shall be prevented from entering 
tralia: then, in another portion, it aah 
that. if persons holding these ideas are 
found in this country at any time within. 


‘three years after they have arrived here, 


they may be deported. 

There is an apparently innocent ike in. 
the Bill, which provides that a person whee 
has previously been deported under me 


Statute shall be debarred from re-entering 


the Commonwealth. If the people o 
any country \are living under ee | 
under which they are not prepared to con-— 
tinue, and they rise against a tyrannical 9 
minority that hitherto has controlled the ~— a 
country by holding down the majorit ot 
the people by force, if they succeed 
overthrowing the existing Government) 
that “ existing institution ” for which this 


who take part in that movement. should — 
be debarred from entering Australia. 


ai to enter Lae! Danes sie a) 


- taken cee in a fet on AGN in hei 
- own country; for example, the Russians 
i. who overthrew Ozardom, the Germans 
_ who overthrew the Kaiser, or the Aus- 
trians who overthrew the monarchy at 


Niven? Of course, there is portion of 
a: the Bill which prevents these people from 
entering Australia for a period of five 
iM years on the specific ground of their 
- nationality, but after the expiry of five 
'. years this Statute will still be in force. 

Are we to understand that people who 

come from presumably civilized countries, 
where republics have been established, 
similar to those in America and France, 
may be debarred from entering Australia ? 
_ dé seems to me a peculiar attitude to take 
up, unless it is aimed at the working-class 
people who seek to alter the existing social 
system. Was not the present American 
_ form of government established by force? 

_ Was not our British system established by 
armed revolt against the Stuarts? If in 
those days it was good to revolt against 
tyranny, oppression, or autocracy, in order 
| to obtain freedom, surely it is good to-day 
to do so:~ 


‘Mr. Lamp Sairy.—How can there be 
‘tyranny where there is universal fran- 
chige? 


Mr. CON SIDINE .—There is no uni- 
nad franchise in Australia to-day. Cer- 
tain people are debarred from voting. Fur- 
thermore, the party to which the honor- 
able member belongs has proposed, 
through the columns of the press, to dis- 
_. franchise men who strike. If ever a day 
comes in this cotintry when any. Australian 
Government dares to disfranchise those 
who. -tefuse to work under adverse 
economic conditions, and have the man- 


a | overthrown by force. 


Mr. Lareo Surru.—Has he honovale 
a member ever heard any one on this side 
of the House make such a suggestion ¢ 


- Me, CONSIDINE.—Yes; but/not on 

the floor of the House. The Ministerial 
_ press organs have advocated it. Their 
_ party organ in Broken Hill at the pre- 
, sent time is advocating the wholesale dis- 
_- franchisement.of men “who dare to strike. 

No man can say what conditions will 
exist in a country ten, twenty, or twenty- 
five years hence. No man can say that 
in no circumstances will people rise in 
het pestis wet Government. 

aN 3 , 


le Mr. 


hood to strike, that Sk Ga AEN will be 


Roperrs.— We know what exists 
in other parts of the world to-day, and 
we are trying to protect our country from 
it. | 

Mr. CONSIDINE.—The present Ad- 
ministration is only a camouflaged Trust 
Government. Masquerading under the 
name of Democracy, it is working in the 
interests of the Trusts and Combines of — 
Australia. It is nothing but a Committee ' 
of the capitalistic class. 

Mr. Porynron.—You were suspended 
for making that statement on a former 
occasion. 

Mr. CONSIDINE ett can put me 
out again for making it if you like. 
statement is true. Abundant evidence is 
fortheoming as to the existence of Trusts 
and Combines. There are honorable 
members opposite who have been acting 
as the agents of the Trusts. 

Mr. ‘SPEAKER (Hon. W.. Elliot 
Johnson )—Wiaull the honorable member 
confine his remarks to the question Deters 
the Chair? 

Mr, CONSIDINE.—I am pointing out 
reasons why certain particularly obnoxi- 
ous clauses in the Bill should be nega- 
tived. I ean anticipate a condition of 
affairs arising in this country when the 
people will no longer be prepared to allow 
agents of Trusts and Combines to use the 
so-called constitutional’ machinery of 
government to delude and hoodwink the 
public while they are actually perpetu- 
ating autocratic conditions such as existed 
in Firope prior to the overthrow of the 
Autocracy. 

Under this Bill it is provided that a 
person whom it is proposed to deport shall 
have the right of appeal to a Board. I 
could have no faith in any Board ap- 
pointed to deal with matters of this 
character by the existing Administration. 


I do not believe this provision will give ae 


the slightest protection to a man whom 
the Government propose to deport. Those 
who have followed the treatment meted 
out to Paul Freeman and others who 
have been deported from Australia will 
have the last of their illusions dissipated © 
as to this proposed Board offering any 


_ protection to men ordered to be deported. 


As long as some people powerfully situ- 
ated are allowed to pull the strings, any - 
one may be deported from this country, 
and this Government will tamely carry 
out the behests of its masters. 
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Bill, Re 


Mr, LECKIE (Indi) [2.50}.—I Paiuer 
from the speech just made by the honor- 
able member for Barrier (Mr. Considine) 
that he is wishful that the riff-raff of the 
world, who are now being turned out of 
every country in Europe, as~well as out 
of America, should be given free asylum 
here. Every man who has proved to be 
dangerous in any other country 18a fit 
man, in his opinion; to come into Aus- 
| tralia, no matter what principles he may 
advocate. This Bill, he says, is aimed 
against the working classes. As a matter 
of fact, it is aimed against, not the work- 
ing classes, but those who work the work- 
ing elasses. It is aimed at people who 
“are trying to get into Australia, and 
who, for the most part, have never done 
an honest day’s work in their lives. 

The assertion was made by the honor- 
able member that those who advocate sys- 
tems of government different from our 
own are perfectly entitled to come here. 
He seems to think that the Bill’is directed 
against citizens of Australia, and that 
aden it they will have no right to alter 
our Constitution when they desire to do 
so, even by force. If they are strong 
enough, they have that right. It is not 
proposed to deport a citizen of Australia 
who has been resident here for three 
years. The honorable member’s whole 
argument seemed to be an attempt to sug- 
gest that this was an effort to suppress in 
every way those who are already citizens 
of the Commonwealth: He even went so 
far as to say that people from other coun- 
tries who advocated different forms of 
government would make suitable citizens. 
According to that line of argument, the 
man who advocates and pushes the view 
that citizens of China or Japan have a 
perfect right to come here, and to advo- 
eate the abolition of the White Australia 
policy, should be welcomed by us with 
open arms. Our White Australia policy, 
as a matter of fact, is based upon econo- 
mic considerations, and not on the ques- 
tion of colour. If the honorable mem- 
ber’s argument is to be carried to its 
logical conclusion, it means that Japanese, 
Chinese, and other coloured people should 
be allowed to come here, and by their pre- 
sence here in sufficient numbers to upset 
_ the whole policy of a White Australia. 

ey Mr. Consrprnz.—The Bill does not deal 
with that matter. 

Mr. LECKIE.—Ne; but that is really 


_. what the honorable member advocates. 


In response to an interjection, shel Sion: Ay 
orable member spoke of the ‘‘limited men- _ 
of those who sit on this side OES 
I do not know whether he is — 
a competent judge, but, taking it at its 


tality ” 
the House. 


worst, the “ limited mentality” of honor- 


able members on this side, and that of the 


majority of the people of Australia, is 


such as to lead them to the view that in 


Great Britain and other lands, there has 


‘past years, not only in this country, but in . AY) 


grown up a class of individuals that ee \ 
dangerous to good government and the 


nation. 


good government. 


in the back, and, at the first opportunity, 
to assassinate them. The honorable mem- 


ber for Barrier advocates that we should — 
continue to submit to the humiliations ~ 


In the past, we have been very 
foolish in allowing such people to come in — 
and to try to upset ordinary forms of — 
The peoples of other — 
countries have realized that they have — 
been foolish in taking to their bosom — 
these men, who are prepared to stab them 


that we suffered during the whole of the 
war period from the presence in our 
midst of men of this class, and’that we — 


should again allow such men to come in) Mi 


free. 


hibits the entry into Australia of any 
idiot, imbecile, or epileptic. He seemed 


to suggest that we should allow all'such 
people to come into Australia without si 


r estraint. 


Mr. Constmrve.—I think we onait to | 


have a quorum. ['‘Quorwm formed. ] 


Mr. 
proceed further. 

Question resolved in the affirmative. 

- Bill read a second time. 


In Committee: ae : i a ‘f 


Clause 1 (Short Title). 


‘Mr, CONSIDINE (Barrier) [2. BT j By 
it would be in order, I should like to move 
an amendment providing that “‘ This Act 
may be cited as the Deportation | Act 


1919.” 
The 


.. : 


CHAIRMAN (Hon. I. M. 


Chanter ).—The honorable member vol 
not be in order in submitting such an eae 


LECKIE. =I do not intend to : 


The Leader of the Opneaee ae | 
Tudor) devoted the main portion of his © 
speech to clause 3 of the Bill, which pro- — 


amendment. na 
Clause agreed to. nae 
_ Clause 2 (Amendment of soction 2). eh wae 


nS Oe 
hy ii se FS 
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Question—That the clause be agreed 


to—put. The Committee divided. 
RUA FOS! | Oe 24 
Noes .. ie 6 
Majority. 18 
AYES. 
Archibald, W. O. Lister, J. H. 


Mackay, G. H. 
Pigott, H. R. M. 
Poynton, A. 


Atkinson, L. 
Bamford, F. W. 
Bayley, J. G. 
Fleming, W. M. 
Foster, Richard 
Fowler, J. M. 


Sampson, §: 
Smith, Laird 


Gibson, W. G. °* Spence, W. G. 
Glynn, P. McM. Wise, G. H. 

Greene, W. M. 

Gregory, H. \ Tellers: 
Groom, L. E. Story, W. H. 
Leckie, J. W. Thomson, John. 
Saas Nogs. 

Higgs, W. G. 

Mathews, J. Tellers: 
Tudor, F. G. | Brennan, F. 


“Yates, G. E. 


; Aye established government of 
ar of | 


Considine, M. P. 


Question so resolved in the affirmative. 
Clause agreed to. 
Clause 3— 


Section 3 of the principal Act is cadet 


(a) by omitting. ‘paragraph (c) and in- 
serting in its stead the following 


paragraph: — 
(c) any idiot, arihecile, feeble- 
minded person, epileptic, 


person suffering from demen- 
tia, insane person, person 
who has been insane within 
five years previously, or 


UAT person who has had two or 
aan more attacks of insanity; 


 . and 
(b) by inserting after paragraph (gc) the 
following - paragraphs :— 
“ (gd) any anarchist or person 
who advocates the overthrow 
by force or violence of the 


the Commonwealth or 
any State or of-any other 
civilized country, or of all 
forms of law, or who is op- 
posed to ‘organized govern- 


ment, or who advocates the 


assassination of public 
officials or who advocates 
Met) da or teaches the unlawful 


destruction of property, or 

who is a member of or 

affiliated with any organi- 
_ zation which entertains and 
, teaches any of the doctrines 
and practices specified in this 
| paragraph; 


Rodgers, A. 8. va 


ey 


(ge) for the period of five years 
after the commencement of 
this paragraph, and there- 
after until the Governor- 
General by proclamation 
otherwise determines, any 
person who in the opinion of 


‘an officer. is of German, 
Austro-German, Bulgarian 
or Hungarian parentage 


and nationality, or is a Turk 
of Ottoman race; 
(gg) any person who has been de- 
ported in pursuance of any 
i Act; ee f yD 
Aeonon proposed to he amended— 
Immigration into the Commonwealth of per- 


sons described in any of the following para---. ~ 


graphs of this section (hereinafter called “ pro- 
hibited immigrants”) is prohibited, namely :-— 
(c) any idiot, «mbecile, feeble-minded per- 
son, or epileptic ; 
(gc) any prostitute, procurer, or person 
living on the prostitution. of others. 
Mr. MATHEWS (Melbourne Ports) _ 
[3.0|—Have the Government seriously 
considered this clause from the point of 
view of self-preservation? I am _ con- 
cerned at to what might happen to future 
possible supporters of the Government if 
we prohibit the entry of “any idiot, im- 
becile, feeble-minded person, or person 
suffering from dementia.” Do the Go- 
vernment think that any wage-earner in 
Australia, other than idiots and feeble- 
minded persons, could possibly support 
them ? 
Mr. Arcurpatp.—These remarks are 
not original. - 
‘Mr. MATHEWS.—1L know that. Even 


if I were the most original person on 


earth, the honorable member could not 


appreciate the fact. 

Mr. Brennan.—At any rate, the Here 
able member could not be aboriginal: 

Mr. MATHEWS.—I suppose that in- 


terjection is correct. The honorable 
member for Hindmarsh (Mr. Archi- 
bald) is original in the. fact that, 
although nobody can appreciate a 


joke better than he does, he objects to 
others joking at his expense. I am 
quite prepared to compare my original 
beauty with his, my sylph-like form with 
his. 

The CHAIRMAN \ (Hon. «J. M. 
Chanter).—The honorable member must 
confine his remarks to the clause. 

Mr. MATHEWS.—The Government, 
although religiously following the trend 
of the principal Act, propose to do an 
injustice to some persons who may wish. 


ei 


aoe! 
wa 
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—— 


to come to Australia. My experience is 
that they have no use for anybody who is 
politically opposed to them; they can con- 
eeive of no honesty of purpose in such a 
person. At every opportunity, and upon 
any imaginary excuse, they have im- 
prisoned, deported, ruined, and venge- 
fully imposed disabilities on their poli- 
tical opponents. Now they propose to 
strengthen an already strong immigration 
law so that they may declare feeble- 
minded or insane any person opposed to 
them politically. 
Mr, Arcurpatp.—The honorable mem- 
. ber is straining the meaning of the clause. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—I am not. If they 
had adhered to the wording of the 
original section we might have treated 


them with generosity, although we never ° 


get any generosity from the Government. 
The CHAIRMAN.—1 again ask the 
honorable member to confine his remarks 
to the clause. 
Mr. MATHEWS. aT thought I was 
doing that. I object to the Government 


taking any more power than they already. 


possess for use against those who may 
wish to supplant them on the Treasury 
bench. It will be conceded, even by my 
most obstinate political opponent, 
that the Government have never lost 
an opportunity of smothering — by 
any means at their command poli- 
tical opposition to them. They now 
propose to strengthen the immigration 
laws for political purposes. I could 
understand them desiring to keep from 
our shores persons physically or mentally 
unfit to become useful citizens; I could 
understand a desire to keep the Australian 
race free from insanity; but I object to 
their having the power of discrimination 
as to what persons are weak-minded. I 
can imagine the Government, as a ‘test of 
imbecility, questioning an intending im- 
migrant regarding his political tendencies. 


Mr. Bawrorp.—And the answer would. 


disclose whether the immigrant was in- 
telligent or otherwise. 
Mr. MATHEWS.—The honorable 

_ member admits that even he might judge 
the mental capacity of an individual 
. according to his political opinions. 
Mr. Bamrorp.—And, under certain 
ditions, be judged. | 
. MATHEWS.—Who is to be the 
as to persons suffering from 
tia? I am quite willing that the 


bh ee. Pi oe aS pe A ke 2 tt ee AD ed Rare Ste’ Sry eer ball) | ree ee 
NEY ats GAGE oe! SPOR rs niet a a P ite 
{ an \ BASEN VIBE OO8e Alter ‘sh ' 
: Sad ve ee Ceti’ Ae, BA 
4 4 t% . t 
: : ae 
; 


(REPRESENTATIVES 7 


Bill at their own sweet will. : 
any person who endeavours to enter the 
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officials of the Depuviiteur Aiouls Ke Ci 
take the duty; but we have evidence that 
the present Government goes out of its 
way, aS no previous Government has:ever — :. 
done, to squelch their political opponents, — ‘ 
and, in this way, have acted in a manner 
detrimental to the interests of the people 

of Australia. If -Ministers are to be | 


be the judges, I object, for my own per : 


sonal comfort may be concerned. The | 
officials of the Department are trained in 
this kind of work, and certainly it. Una 
not be left to the Ministers themselves. 
Personally,’ would submit myself to the © 
present Minister (Mr. Glynn), but the 
peculiarity of the presenit Government is 
that amongst its members there is only — 
one man who asserts himself, and who has 
any power, and that is the gentleman who - 
is supposed to arrive here in a few days. 
The CHAIRMAN. (Hon, | J.-M 7” 
Chanter).—The honorable - member. nein 
digressing, Hike ey 
Mr. MATHEWS. —In my ieee se | 
have supported measures introduced Dy: 
the Government only to find them used, 
not for the preservation, but for the de- oe 
struction of the liberties of the people, 
and I am afraid that any legislation 
passed now may be used in the same way. 
The War Precautions Bill appeared to - 
me just as innocent and necessary as the | 4 
present Bill, and I did not oppose it. — 
That Act, however, is used for political ad 
purposes; and if the clause before us is 
permitted to stand, it may be that the 
Minister for Defence, or some other Min- — 
ister, who does not think with me in 
politics, will charge me with mental 
aberration. The Government have made — 
this clause most comprehensive, em- i 
bracing as it does all who may be poli- BON 
tically opposed to them, and every BO ik 
sible opinion that an ‘immigrant may 
have on any phase of life. The Govern- _ 
ment are trying to make the people be | 
lieve that they desire to exclude indi- 
viduals of anarchial opinion, or those 
who are mentally deranged—people - who i, 
think that the only method of reform is 
by bombs. But the Government reserve 
to themselves the right of saying what — 
‘“anarehy” is, and of administering the 
‘In this way. 


country, and who is objected to by the : 
Government, may be taken Le the aa 
trali 
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C i isa country of large areas, and there’ are 
: other nations which declare that we hold 
 itin a manner injurious to ‘the rest of the 
world. We are all wishful for desirable 
'. immigrants, not desirable in the opinion 
ie a ‘the Government and their supporters, 
but desirable in the opinion of civilized 
people; and not one act by the present 
Ate Government can claim any civilized 
method. There is not one act by that 
ON arch- fond the present Prime Minister 
(Mr. Hughes) —— 


_ The CHAIRMAN.—I must ask the 

honorable member to withdraw those 

_ words, which are very improper as ap- 

plied to any honorable member, and es- 
pecially to the Prime Minister. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I withdraw the 
words, and admit I should not have used 
them, especially as the honorable gentle- 

_--—-man is not present. May I say that I re- 
fuse to allow a gentleman with the great 
_ eapabilities of the Prime Minister to be 


in a position to paint political opponents, 


_ who wish to enter Australia, so black as 
to secure their éxclusion. I admit that 
the honorable gentleman’s abilities are 
very high in that direction, and he has 

been able to delude the people of Aus- 

tralia for some time, and lead them into 

‘ae fall. that will bring about their down- 
ee 


-. The CHAIRMAN.—Order! 
Mr. MATHEWS.—I think that what 


d 

y -—« TL have said is fair criticism. 

: ~The CHAIRMAN.—tThe honorable 
member, as an old member of the House, 
knows that it is absolutely disorderly to 

impute improper motives to the Prime 

_ -Minister or anybody else. The honor- 
able member is continuing to do so, and 

IT ask him, in the interests of the dignity 

my “ofithe Committee, to cease that line of 

es argument. 


- ~ Mr. MATHEWS.—You will nate. 
sir, that I am mot imputing any improper 
motives. 


| Mr. Tupor.—Politically, you can say 
what you like. , 
The, CHAIRMAN.—The Leader of 
_ the Opposition should be the first to sup- 
port the Chair in asking for order in the 
ys oe Committee. I draw his attention to the 
fact that the imputation’ of improper 


t cn “motives seed be not only persone but, 


2 | politial 
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Mr. MATHEWS.—I must bow. to 
your ruling, but if you prevent me from 
attacking my political opponents, with 
what small powers I possess, I hope that 
in future you will protect me from the 
political attacks of those who have far 
more power than I have. 


The CHAIRMAN.—The honorable 
member knows that if he desires to attack 
the Government there is another form of 
procedure. That form is not now before 
the Committee. The discussion at this 
stage must be confined to the clause. The 
honorable member is quite in order in 
giving reasons why the clause should not. - 
be agreed to, but beyond that he may not 


"20. 


Mr. Brennan.—Now do you under- 
stand the position ? 


Mr. MATHEWS.—Perfeetly. The 
Chairman has made up his mind that he 
will prevent me from placing my ob- 
jections to the clause before the Com- 
mittee. 


Mr. Groom.—No, the Chairman has 
indicated the very reverse. He has in- 
vited you to state your objections to the 
clause, so long as they are relevant. 


Mr. MATHEWS.—I claim that I have 
not been permitted’to do so. 


The CHAIRMAN.—Order! The hon- | 
orable member has now reached his time 
limit. ) 

Mr. GLYNN (Angas—Minister for 
Home and Territories) [3.33].—The 
honorable member for Melbourne Ports 
(Mr, Mathews) has asked me one rele- 
vant question—who it is that decides 
whether a person comes within this clause 
or not. I do not want to offer an opinion, 
as the honorable member has done. I 
simply tell him that before an:immigrant 
leaves England he is examined as to hig 
mental and physical capacity. If he 
passes the doctor he wets a certificate. On 
the voyage out it may be discovered that 
a person comes within the terms of this 
Act regarding mental or physical de- 
bility; an examination is then made by 
the medical official on board. If on land- 
ing here it is found necessary, a further 
examination takes place. That is all ee 
vided for in the original Act. 


The regulations actually cont 
words which we are now adding to 
section of the Act as regards im 


gent Home. 
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idiots, and so on. As I said on the 
second reading, they are the basis’of ad-— 
ministration, but, to give clearness and 
validity in the matter, the words are now 
being added to the Act. There is no 
alteration in the existing procedure. ‘The 
test is not applied by the Minister, but by 
the medical men. 

Mr, Tupor.—This applies only to as- 
sisted immigrants—8rd-class passengers. 

Mr. GLYNN.—The honorable member 
is incorrect; I have not seen the regula- 
tions for about three years, but I settled 
them originally when, Dr. Norris was 
They provide that certain 
examinations can be made of Oraraary 
passengers on board. 


Mr. Constpinz.—It should be compl 
sory on all passengers. 


Mr, GLYNN.—Yes, they are all ex- 


amined when they are coming out here. 


Mr. Tupor.—First, second, and third 
class ? 


Mr. GLYNN.—All persons coming out 
as assisted immigrants are examined to 
test their fitness. Under the regulations, 
although they have not been much in 
operation during the war, the immigrants 
are examined at the ports from which 
they come. For instance, under section 3p 
of the Act, “ Any intending immigrant 
shall be examined as to his physical 
and mental fitness by a medical referee, 
and shall answer the authorized list of 


/ F WH 4 f : ty i ) he 4 : * Ry VieSabe 
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“Mr. Neen nih has been running ep ihe 


questions put to him by the medical * 


referee.” That applies to any one coming 
out as an immigrant. \ 


Mr. Tupor.—That does not apply to 
first or second class passengers. 


Mr. GLYNN.—It applies to any one 
who is an immigrant. If a person is 
coming out here on a trip only he is not 
examined, JI explained on the second 
reading that an immigrant does not mean 
an ordinary tourist, but means a person 
who is coming out to make this place his 
home. The honorable member for Mel- 
bourne Ports asked if the test would be 
applied by the Minister or by an official. 

Mr. Marurws.—I asked if the Prime 
inister (Mr. Hughes) had the final judg- 
ot. 


sGLYNN.—What has the 


Goy ernment? 


Prime » 
r to do with it eb) as the its 


- 


Bulk. 
come first, second, or third class, but the © 


‘Bill. 


“Australia for three years. 


Mr. GLYNN.—He 
running this office. 


has not 


ministration of the Act is concerned, If 
doubts arise as to the efficacy of the ad- 
ministration, the Prime Minister is the 
party to appeal to; but the honorable 


member is wrong in assuming that the — 


Prime Minister has interfered with ‘the 
administration of this Act. 


give a decision on points of policy be- 
tween two Ministers. 
tion of doubt about the administration, it 

naturally comes before’ the Cabinet. All 


these irrelevant observations on the part 
of the honorable member doubtless have 
their effect in Hansard, but. they do. not 


arise in practical administration, 


Mr. Cownsipinn.—Will a wealthy per- 
son paying his own passage to this 


country have to undergo the examination 2 — 


Mr. GLYNN.—Every immigrant will. 
I cannot see that any substantial effect is 
gained by these observations about wealth _ 


and comparative mendicancy. 


Mr. Constpinz.—You were distinguish- 


ing between immigrants and pasta 


Mr. GLYNN.—I was 


not. 


whether first or second* class passengers 


would come under the immigration laws. _ ,. 
“but, as a general rule, 
people who travel first class are not. 


A vee wc Nes 8: 


coming out as a batch of immigrants. 
They are not assisted immigrants; but if 


they are coming out to remain here they — Ny : 
are examined, and are subject to the very = 


same laws as the others. 


Mr. Consmpinz.—You said there a tpete iby : 
son who came here as a tourist would nee iat 


be responsible. f 


Mr. GLYNN.—I did ene gol ee 


said that any one who is an iia 


will come within the. provisions of the 
They are immigrants whether they 


great body of assisted immigrants do not 
come out as first class passengers. 


it. 


heart 
All these cases have | 
been dealt with by me as far as the ad- 


It is very i 
rarely that the Prime Minister is asked to 


If there is a ques- 


I was - ie 
asked by ithe Leader of the Opposition = 


Al- : R 
though morally they may be entitled to — 
the same affluence as others, as a matter 
of practice. they do not generally possess 


Adjournment. 


pein BRENNAN | ‘(Batman)  [3. 39]. A 

_ The main principles of the Bill are con- 
tained in two clauses,/and that fact justi- 

sn the gracious help which the Oppo- 

i : sition have afforded the Government |to 
get the Bill into the Committee stage as 
- soon as possible. We are enabled under 
this clause to consider by itself one main 


E principle. I commend the Minister (Mr. 
Giynn) for the generous tone in 
whieh he introduced the Bill, and 


only regret that he had, by reason of his 
associations, to make concessions so far as 
- he did to the passions and prejudices of the 
Government and those who support them. 
The Bill, and particularly this clause, 
involves an extension of the policy of 
exclusion from the Commonwealth, and 
involves, also, the exercise of the right, 
which should be.used with great modera- 
tion and care, to remove persons from the 
_ Commonwealth. While in its language 
the clause penalizes the advocacy of vio- 
| lent action for governmental purposes so 
_ far as to make it a ground for deportation, 
it constitutes in its very terms a violent 
assault upon a cherished democratic prin- 
- eiple. I refer to the right, which should 
Ns be inherent in the people of every coun- 
. try, to assert the form of government 
“under which they think they ought to 
live, and, if necessary, to resort to armed 
rebellion ‘if they believe that they are being 
harshly treated or oppressed. If we deny 
that right, we thereby insist upon the 
- justice of any oppressor holding the 
people in chains until they can, by con- 
y,  stitutional and peaceful means, induce 
him to remove the gyves from their wrists 
and the chains from their limbs. 
ao reported. 
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Tm J Droveur and Corp StTorage— 
—QueENstanp Stcar: Suppry or Bags 
—Taxation Department: RerurNep 
Sotprers—GEerMAan INTERNEES FROM 
Fist—Repatriation: Bustness <Ap- 
VANCES: VOCATIONAL SEEN eae 
Brin, REFINED SuGAR. 
Bic -Mr. GROOM (Darli g¢ Downs—Minister 
for Works and Railways and Acting At- 
big broceey, General) [3.42].—I move— 
“ _ ‘That the House do now adjourn, 


"y Puraeiile members will be asked on Wed- 
_ nesday to resume the consideration of the 
AY Se Bill in Committee, and, if 


‘ & 
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we get on as rapidly as we have done to- 


day, we shall then proceed with the Cus- 


toms Bill. 


Mr. RODGERS (Wannon) [3.43].—I 
put a, question to the Minister for Trade 
and Customs (Mr. Greene) to-day, with a 
desire to bring under his own and the 
Government’s notice the gravity of the 
position as I see it with regard to 
live stock in Australia, and parti- 
cularly in Victoria and the Riverina. 
The», situation,, I think, could be 
relieved by a rapid and sagacious 
stroke of statesmanship on the combined 
part of the Commonwealth and State 
authorities, I know. they are unable pnaihh 
relieve us so far as rain is concerned, and 
I do ‘not desire to put forward eloomy 
forebodings while there is still time for 
the season to develop favorably in Vic- 
toria, but I do press upon the notice of 
the Government the following facts: I 


_have twice, by questions in this House, 


addressed to the Acting Leader of the Go- 
vernment (Mr. Watt) and to the Minister 
in charge of shipping (Mr. Poynton), 
asked that .the most urgent possible 
representations be made abroad for 
the fullest supply of insulated space 
to relieve the present congestion in 
the limited frozen storage: accommo-' 
dation existing in this State. To-day 
Victoria has, roughly, 17,000,000 head of 
sheep, and there are about 10,000,000 
sheep in southern Riverina. If we add 
a moderate allowance for lambs, we can 
safely say that we have in sight and on 
foot in this area as many as 34,000,000 
head of sheep and lambs, representing to- 
day one of the Commonwealth’s greatest 
liquid assets. There is still time to preserve 
the greater portion of these sheep from 
loss. Even if the season goes well, we 
cannot cope with that number. But the 
prospects of a normal season are very 
poor in Victoria, while I notice thalt in 
New South Wales days have been. set 
aside for prayer for rain. Scientists are 
also at work but still the rain does not 
come. 

Mr. Tupor.—I believe that some poor 
people are praying for a drought, so that 
they may get cheap meat. . 


Mr. RODGERS. —Any one who has 
decent outlook on Australian. affga 
would not for a second think of p 
for. a drought. We have only 
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"primary industries to ipok to to meet oat i 


huge, colossal national debt, and even the — 
poorer people of this ‘country would be 
mistaken in {thinking 
would be a short. cut out of their. trouble. 
This is not an ordinary matter, and‘I im- 
press on the Government that. they must 
not look on calmly ‘while a calamity may 
overtake the counliry. Provision already 
exists in Victoria for the cold storage 
of mutton and lamb; but even if it were 
going at full speed all the year, utilizing 
the whole of its machinery and space, it 
eould not conceivably meet the situation. 
The sheep on the hoof cannot be saved 
_ wuiless we have the'aid of the elements. I 
do not hope for the intervention of the 
_ Government in that respect; but if the 
elements do not come to our rescue, the 


mext ibest thing to do is to endeavour to 


create a sufficient organization to dea 
with the tremendously abnormal condi- 
tions that will meet us within a few 
weeks even if rain should fall. All the 
pastoralists are holding on Ito their sheep 
to-day if they can do so, so that they may 
shear them. Wie are on the eve of shear- 
ing in Victoria. In other States shearing 
is in progress. After shearing the market 
will become flooded with sheep. Every 
pastoralist in difficulty will rush his stock 
ta the market; but there will not be suffi- 
cient organization to absorb them. ‘There 
is still time to create it if the Common- 


wealth and the States will co-operate to’ 


put up immediately sufficient cold storage 
on a colossal scale, to turn all this stock 
_ into sovereigns. | 

Mr. Greenre.—What additional insn- 
lated space would be necessary to deal with | 
the situation ? 


Mr. RODGERS.—The existing organi- 


gation in Melbourne could deal with 


about 96,000 head per week at top. 


pressure going all the year round, 
but that would be merely a flea- 
bite,so to speak, in’ meeting the pre- 
sent situation. No man ean tell the Min- 
ister exactly what may be required in the 
form of cold storage accommodation; but 
he has a quick and ready means of as- 
certaining it by referrmg to the keen 
minds engaged in the trade in Melbourne ~ 
—to Mr. Oman, . the State Minister of 
: griculture, who has perceived the situa- 
and is anxious to take co-operative 
or ito Dr. Cameron, the State — 
Or of Agricultnre. 


> 
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that ~a drought 


people of Europe, and even Lree 
Britain, want: food. If ek 
‘on our. hands, we shall be guilt 


D: to 
provision for 300, 000 carcasses, 4 


Mr. RODGERS —When _ the lambs 
mature, if they do, the limited ar 
Victoria and- southern Riverina — 
have to make. provision for 34,000, 
head of sheep. <A calamity. faces” 
they are allowed to die, because there 
be no means of killing them, ho 
them to cold storage, and pee t 


The Minister (Mr, 


tions to the. Imperial authorities. 


not only of negligence, but also of a crime 
in allowing this national waste to take 
place. I would not be taking up the me 
of the House at 8 a hour on an 7 


mee 1s Giieatedia us. I am aware 
that the huge meat contracts with the 


oclacall but Geniiche eae Minister 
cannot be held blameless: if they: ip 


turning the ile trite ition 
sovereigns. Ministers have interfe 
with the States when’ ee ch @ 
not been asked’ to do so. 

a chance when the county 


Hania and. save Austraha from a 
national loss. 


Mr, BAMFORD (Herbert) | fs. 49]. 
There is a grave situation in Ne 
Queensland which can be relieved bs 
Ministry, and I trust it will be done 
soon. The cause to which the hono 
member for Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) 
referred may have the effect of Vlas 


Gees can only ey in. 
food dearer. There is a great seareit 
sugar, and it may Pe aed i in 


ie, t i eben € Vig aloes Meee ear tis Aa’ aN Te as’ ee see hy 
BORD MT aL \ae ect crea Stay. cee KY 
: a) t ‘ 1 UPN Paw 
nH ae fy kant r 8: i 4 bY ‘ 1 LS . 
c ah A a WOR 4 “AVDE a ts , 
ve Tees " tA a ’ ie ( 1 


Lae Loa! 


Adjournment. 


[22 Aveust, 1919. ] | 


Adjournment. 11909 - 


ss Mr. Greenr.—There is no sugar avail- 

able from Fiji. "% 

Mr. BAMFORD.—I have received tele- 
_ grams stating that the sugar mills are 
closing owing to the scarcity of bags, not 

_ because the crop has been a failure. As 

a matter of fact, the crop is fairly up to 

the average: There are plenty of bags in 

Australia, but, because of the strike, they 

ie). Cannot be conveyed to the north, where 

they are so urgently needed. T had a 

' gonversation with the Minister (Mr. 

Greene) a little time ago, and he told me 

that he was doing all he possibly could to 
have the necessities of the district re- 

-  lieved.. To-day I would like him to say 

whether anything | has been done or is 

likely to be done in order to” make bags 
available to the N hie Queensland sugar 
mills ? 


Mr. LECKIE (Indi) [3.52|.—I have 
been informed that several returned sol- 
-diers employed in the Taxation Depart- 
ment for some months past have received 
‘notice that their services will not be re- 
quired after 1st September next. As the 
taxpayers’ returns have just been sent in, 
_» one would expect that there would be 


amplé work in the’ Department for any. 


officer who has‘ recently been employed by 
it, and I ask the Minister in charge of the 
House (Mr. Groom) to make ,inquiries 
and see that the places of those returned 
goldiers are not filled by men who have 
ae done their duty to their country. 


a ea iba Groom.—I. shall make inquiries 
ae, into the matter. 


| Mr, "GREGORY (Dampier) [3.54 | par 
_ wish to draw attention to a matter that I 
_ spoke about some time ago. Recently, 
‘when I was at Canberra, I met a couple 
of Australian girls, daughters of a manu- 
facturer in’ Fremantle, whose son has been 
fighting at the Front. They had married 
naturalized Germans, and accompanied 
their husbands to Fiji.$ Their husbands 
-_—-were interned there and brought to the 
_- Canberra Concentration Camp. 

', Mr. Groom.—When* the’ honorable 
member’ mentioned the matter the other 
day, I at once referred it for inquiry. 
_. Mr. GREGORY.—But these inquiries 
take too long. A petition was sent-to the 
. Governor-General over a month ago, and 
the case has been before the Government 
r the past three months, but, so far as 
can learn, no action ee yet been taken. 


‘ing. 


that, debars them; 


I deatand that no charge has been laid 
against these men. They were- sent: here 
by the Fiji Government, and the Austra- 
lian Government keep them interned; but 
there seems to be no determination to the 
matter. JI ask Ministers to get into touch 
with the Imperial Government in order 
to see what action may be taken in regard 
to these men, against whom no hei | 
has been laid. 


Mr. Tuvor.—We have been making a 
similar complaint for some time. If 
there is anything to be held against a. 
man, it should be made known to him. 


Mr. GREGORY:—I want action to be ar 
taken in this case. It is not fair to hold 
up the matter indefinitely. f 


Mr. FENTON (Maribyrnong) [3.56].— 
J understand that the repatriation regu- 
lations are so framed that a young man — 
who has returned from the Front, but 
has not previously been in business, is un- 


successful if he submits an application for 


an advance to establish him in business. 
I have received a communication from a 
young man, who waited on me this morn- - 
He has an opportunity of repre- 
senting four firms trading between Vic- 
toria and Queensland, ‘and needs about — 
£100.to set him up in this business. How- 
ever, he is debarred from getting assist- 
ance from 'the Repatriation Department 
because he is not maimed, and was not / 
previously in business. Many of our lads 
went to the war when they were eighteen 
or mineteen years of age, and had n¢ .»- 
portunity of being in business for them- 
selves. Now that they have returned, 
they are of a marriageable age, and they _ 
find that they must get into some. business 
in order to set. themselves up in homes. 

Mr. Roperrs.—It is not the regulation 
it is the Repatriation. 
scheme itself, for which Parliament was 
responsible. 


Mr. FENTON —The sooner an amend- 


ing Bill is brought down the better. ‘It 
would pass the: House in a few minutes. 


Any. barrier which prevents assistance 
being. given to these young ten, who 
seek to establish themselves in business, 
ought. to be removed. 


Mr. Maxweti.—tl think there is a cer ; 


tain amount of discretion allowed. 


Mr., FENTON.—There should be. 


The opportunity open to the young ~ 


man from whom I[ Teceived - +hish) 
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- eommunication may only be available for 
a week, and may be lost to him if finan- 
pial assistance is not fortheoming. 

_ Mr. Poynron.—The case is not an ex- 
‘ceptional one. 
of such cases. 

Mr. Tupor.—lI have a few. 


Mr. FENTON.—That is all the more 
reason why we should have an amendment 
of the Act. I am sure that both sides 
of the House would unanimously support 
such an amendment. 

“Mr. Roperrs.—Regulation 60 allows 
only three classes of people to get as- 
sistance. 


Mr. FENTON.—T1I shall not make fan 


ther reference to the subject at this stage. 


There is another matter which I desire 


ie bring before the Minister for Trade 


pnd Customs (Mr. Greene). In Victoria, 
and I dare say the position is the same 
an the other States, only unrefined sugar 
is for the most part available. 1 under- 
stand from business people, and particu- 
larly from grocers in country districts, 
that, they are actually paying more for 
unrefined sugar than they were paying 
before for refined sugar. 

Mr. Fremine.—The natural result of 
interfdrence with the trade. 


Mr. FENTON.—Not at all. I am in- 
formed that where a grocer buys several 
tons of unrefined sugar he is not only 
now charged for what he had to pay for 
the refined article, but that, im addition, 
he has to pay for the bags in which it is 
supplied. If unrefined sugar can alone 
be supplied by the refining companies, 
then the people should not have to pay 
for it what is ordinarily charged for 
refined article. 


Mr. TUDOR (Yarra) [4.3]——-While I 
agree with the honorable member for 
Wannon (Mr. Rodgers) thait the position 
of stock-owners in certain parts of Aus- 
tralia will be very serious unless we have 
an early and adequate rainfall, I can as- 
sure, him that the interjection which I 
iwade, and to which exception has been 
taken, is absolutely correct. People are 
praying for cheaper meat, and if they 
“gan get it only as the result of a drought 
aby. will pray for a drought. 

Mr. 


era eet teteile ae paseee Ape Sear 2 Ud ot) FP Me ae 


| ja that. oa fia ata : 


{REPRESENTATIVES.]_ Adjournment ment, — 


There is quite a number market saleyards. 


for a drought. 


are not sure whether the limitation a 
Fremine.—sSurely they do not 
‘ink: they will be able to hee Sari meat 


| Mr. TUDOR. mes naiae Ligve: 
is a hoarding | up of supplies, _ At 


Mr. Grsson.—You can buy a3 a hy 
mutton as you like for 3d. per th. bau New 


Mr. TUDOR.—And the people of oh 
Richmond, Collingwood, and other parts \ 
of the metropolis have to pay from 9d. to 
Is. a lb. for it. If that is so, then it must 
be the robber—the man who. comes in 


Mr. Fremine.—sSo the eee: as 
ber would like to see the peene on’ the: 
land. perish? 


Mr, TUDOR.—Not at alk 


Mr. Freure.—Yon talk of praying 
The man who would do 
so ought to be shot. a 

‘Mr. TUDOR—A lot of ‘thab sort. OR ap 
thing is practically to be done under the — 
Tamipration Bill with which we have 
been dealing this afternoon, and the Go 
vernment can amend it so as to bring © 
such people within its provisions. — 


Mr. Greenr.—Then why did on) she 
honorable member vote against th 
second reading of the Bil? = 


Mr. TUDOR.—I shall containly: nok 
against the motion for the third reading. 
It was owing to a most unfortunate cir- 
eumstance that the Deputy Leader of the 
Opposition (Mr. Higgs) was not present. : 
I have acquainted the Acting Leader of 
the House (Mr. Groom) of the circum: 
stances under which he was temporarily ) 
absent. It was a pure accident. I have 
beaten the Government party on - points | 
before, and will do.so agains 


. Mr! Greenz.—The honorable. mem ri! 
should blame the honorable member for 
Barrier (Mr. Considias) for vet for a 
quorum. 


Mr. TUDOR.—1I a ae: i to. “the 
Acting Leader of the House ‘to explain 
to honorable members opposite the cir- 
cumstances under which the motion for 
the second reading was carried wishout a 
‘division. ae Aa 


‘As to the question of alaen 
training of returned soldiers, many of us 


age is provided for in the Act itse 
under a dire ar: ‘The Mane ee | 


AMjoarnment. 


ti) provide oe the. ‘vocational training of |, 


_ returned soldiers over twenty years of age 
re unless it is in respect of a trade which 
_ they were following before they enlisted. 
IL know of a returned soldier who enlisted 
| ey when he was eighteen or nineteen years of 


/ jnexion’ ‘with telegraphic, telephonic, and 
signalling work at the Front. He became 
"practically an expert in electrical work, 
and, upon his return, was offered by a 
firm of electrical engineers employment at 
a rate representing what. he could earn 
~ and agreed upon by the Repatriation De- 
partment. But, because he was not) in 
the trade before he enlisted, and is now 
‘over 20 years of age, the "Repatriation 
Ee artiaent refuses to make up the dif- 
ae ference between the wage offered by this 
ee _ firm and the wage required. 
Most of us think that we could make a 


_ enter, and I know that many returned 
f soldiers, in the early days of the Repat- 
riation ‘Department, went into businesses 
for which they were not fitted, and failed 

. t0 succeed. Only last evening a young 

man who, before he enlisted, was in the 

Be electrical engineering trade,. and held ex- 

 eellent testimonials, came to me, and told 

me that, owing to the loss of a leg, he was 
unable to follow his ordinary occupation, 

and that he had commenced work as a 

ee - manufacturer of clothing. A firm had 

Ma offered him an order for 10,000 coats ac- 

._ eording to a sample submitted by him, 

but, while he was able to get some private 

De backing, the Repatriation Department re- 

_ fused to supplement that assistance, be- 

cause he was not in business when he 

went to the war. I shall do all I can to 
help. him, and if there i is any difficulty in 

the way of granting such assistance, I 
think that the Act should be amended. 
The House, I believe, is unanimously of 

opinion that those who are likely to make 

good in any business should be given a 

_ chance. A man of thirty is more likely 

- to quickly acquire the details of a new 

_ industry than is a youth of twenty. Such 

aman would recognise that he was getting 

Into years, and that, as this was his only 

_ chance, he must give the closest attention 

| {to his work. ‘I ask the Acting Leader of 
_ thé House to make representations to the 

exis oN linister for Repatriation that some re- 
| TO nls be granted i in ee ae gase I 
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Ppa ye, and was principally engaged in con- 


-suecess of any business that we chose to . 


_ room ee a hk number of sheep ap 
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Mr, ‘GREENE (Richmond—Minister 
for T'rade and Customs) [4.8].—In reply 
to the honorable member for Herbert 
(Mr, Bamford), I have to state that we 
have been doing our utmost’ to have a 


supply of bags sent up north to the mills 


whieh are crushing. Yesterday I nearly 
completed arrangements to have a full 
supply sent up, and I hope at the latest 
to complete those ‘arrangements to-mor- 
row. Coming to the matter mentioned 
by the pxable member for Wannon 
(Mr. Rodgers), I should like, first'of all, 


to express my surprise at the remark 
made by the Leader of the Opposition - 


(Mr. Tudor). If he did not himself state 


that he would like a drought to occur 


Mr. Tvpor.—I do not wish to see a 
drought: 
Mr. GREENE—If ‘the honorable 


member did not himself express the hope ‘ 


that there would be a drought, which 
would lead to a reduction in the price of 


‘meat, he was, at all events, Se 


people who take that view. 
Mr. Tupvor.—Not at all. 


Mr. GREENE.—tThe position is that : 


durmg the last two months the Govern- 
ment have been making the most urgent 
representations to the Imperial authori- 
ties to make further provision than was 


contemplated by them for the supply of — 
insulated space to take our meat away. 


We found ourselves in the middle of 


winter with the cool stores practically — 
full, and with the knowledge that, apart — 


altogether from drought or the possibility 
of drought, there would be an abnormal © 


quantity of stock coming into the cool 


stores in the early part of the year. 
tonnage whic 


The 
the Imperial Government — 


proposed to allot to Australia was alto- 


gether insufficient to deal with the aecu- e 


mulations actually in store, let alone any — 


provision that might be made in the 
We cabled repeatedly © 


immediate future. 


in the most urgent terms, asking that ad- — 
ditional insulated space ‘should be made 


available to us. 


At first we did not get ) 


much of a response, but during this week — 


we received a cablegram stating that, in — 


addition to the tonnage which had been 


allotted, the Imperial Government pro- — 
posed to allot a further 34,000 tons of in- | 
sulated space for the removal of frozen 
meat from Australia during the month 


of September. 


That will materially re- — 


lieve the. existing congestion, and annie : 


a 


Seat, eG the cety ne ohn theme! year. 
I assure honorable members that the Go- 
yernment are fully alive to the urgency 


fact that the only way of saving to this 


will be by running into cold storage at 


are in .condition. 


(Mr. Sampson.—Has the Minsetere any 


indication that the States are making ad- 
ditional provision for cold storage? ~ 


Mr. GREENE.—1I cannot say that I 


- have.” Even if the storage were not pro- 
vided, and the sheep were not put in cold 
stores, mutton would not be any cheaper 

afta drought happened. There would be 
no mutton fit for consumption after the 
first rush of stock to the market. The 
_ market might drop for a week or two, and 
‘then it would soar higher than it had ever 
been. The doctrine that meat may be 

. made cheaper by not providing cold stor- 

age is absurd. I admit that something may 

ae be done, nothwithstanding the late- 

«ness of the hour, to meet the abnormal 

condition of affairs existing in the south 

of Australia at the present time. 

_ thing the Government can do 1 in co-opera- 


‘the most earnest consideratio to. ' ih 


of the position, particularly in view of the 
Sy ah 


country the value of a very large number — 


of stock, if the drought becomes severe, an Australian stand-point, of con 


‘our capital assets in the: form 


ee bahe first possible moment all those that rend Tambs.. pies 


an Works and Railways and Acti Ate 


‘pier (Mr. Gregory) referred were 
‘tions upon the subject,are now ‘pass 


ferred to the Treasury, with a reque 
‘inquiries be made. — 


tion (Senator Millen). 


Any-. 


Nou with the’ States t 
position will be done; , 


by the State 
“We realize the seriousnes: 


representations — 


Mr. GROOM (Darling Dow 
torney-General)  [\4. 131 The | teen 
to ee the honorable member 


from Fiji to Australia under an ar 
ment made between the. Commonwe 
and Fijian Governments. 


between the two Governments. T 
ter mentioned by the honorable m 
for Indi (Mr.. Leckie) I have alre 
‘The points raise 
the honorable member. for. Yarra 

Tudor) regarding repatriation wi 
placed ‘before the Minister for R 
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